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Editorial
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ENDURING FAITH
by Jonathan McClintock

Faith may be seen as a strictly 
religious concept to most, but 
even those who claim to have no 

religious affiliation operate their lives 
on some basis of faith . Dictionary .com 
offers its first two definitions for faith as 
“confidence or trust in a person or thing; 
belief that is not based on proof .”

On a daily basis, non-religious people 
place faith in people and things . They 
place faith in their cars and faith in their 
family . They operate on a certain level of 
faith as they drive down a two-lane road, 
trusting the oncoming vehicle will stay in 
its lane . 

Even atheists operate with a certain 
level of faith . They would like to tell 
us life on our planet came from one 
tiny organism, though they cannot tell 
us where that organism originated . 
They would like to say they have proof, 
but they are actually operating on a 
foundation of faith . 

Our belief in Creation is founded on 
faith . Yes, we stand firmly on God’s Word 
as the proof we need, but none of us 
were there when God said, “Let there be 

light .” But we are OK admitting our lives 
are firmly planted on a foundation of faith 
because our personal experience with the 
Creator is all the proof we need .

The Christian life is built first and 
foremost on a foundation of faith . To 
come to God, we must have faith . To 
experience salvation, we must have faith . 
And to endure to the end, ultimately 
securing our eternal prize in Heaven, we 
must have faith .

However, where we place our faith will 
ultimately determine how long our faith 
will endure . When we place our faith 
in temporal things, vacillating human 
philosophies, or dangerous deceptions, 
our faith will fall apart . But when our 
faith is rooted and grounded in Jesus 
Christ, we can be confident we will not be 
disappointed in the end .

God is calling us to have enduring 
faith—faith that will last the test of 
time . No matter the trial, the test, or the 
temptation, if we will cling to our faith, 
God will come through; He will never fail . 
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LESSON MANUAL
This Lesson Manual has been developed with the goal of providing teachers numerous options 
to assist in preparation and delivery of each lesson.

In each lesson you will find a Focus Thought, Focus Verse, and Lesson Text that lay a foundation 
and give direction for the material that is to be presented. Questions are dispersed throughout 
the body of each lesson to provoke thought and spark discussion. We urge teachers to use these 
questions as a means of helping students apply each portion of the lesson.

STUDENT WORKBOOK  
The Student Workbook has been organized in such a way that students are given the tools to 
not only follow the major points of each lesson but will also have a tool to further their personal 
discipleship and devotion throughout the week.

1. The Focus Thought, Focus Verse, and Culture Connection have been included in the 
Student Workbook.

2. The Lesson Outline has also been included to give the student a template to follow as the 
lesson is being taught. In addition, certain parts of the outline correspond with the daily 
discipleship prompts in the Approach section. This is designed to show what part of the 
lesson corresponds to the particular day’s lesson text and application questions.

3. The Approach section is designed to give the student daily discipleship prompts by 
including portions of the lesson and application questions. The flexibility of this section 
allows for the student to follow along and interact during class, to become familiar with 
the lesson content before class, or to spend time in review during the week following class.

4. The Ask and Apply questions are presented for the purpose of helping the student 
contemplate the truths of Scripture and the content of the lesson. The first of the questions 
in each set is taken directly from the Lesson Manual, while the second question in each 
set is an additional prompt designed to help the student apply what is being taught.

POWERPOINTS  
To access your FREE PowerPoints visit: Pentecostalpublishing.com/wappt

4

AD Winter W19-20 TM.indd   4 4/26/19   1:54 PM



5

           FOCUS VERSE  
Hebrews 1:3

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high .

           LESSON TEXT 
Hebrews 1:1–8

1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets,

2 hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds;

3 who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding 
all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high;

4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more 
excellent name than they .

5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?

6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the 
angels of God worship him .

7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire .
8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a scepter of righteousness 

is the scepter of thy kingdom .

Luke 1:30–33
30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God .
31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 

name JESUS .
32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give 

unto him the throne of his father David:
33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no 

end .

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because Adam’s plan failed to cover his sin, God instituted a better plan for our salvation.

The Better Plan

Lesson 1
December 1, 2019
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think of it as sin, but some dictionaries offer the 
word sin as a synonym for “crime .” So, for now, 
let’s use the word crime, since we cannot wrap 
our minds around the notion of a “perfect sin .”

Here they were . Who would ever know? Sure, 
God had told him not to eat of this tree . But 
where was God? He did not usually visit until the 
cool of the evening, so they could probably get 
away with it . The snake wouldn’t tell  .  .  . he was 
in on it with them .

The tree was beautiful, and it was clear its 
fruit was good to eat . Besides, who would not 
want to be like God, having the power to make 
their own decisions?

Just one bite, and she knew she had to share 
this experience with her husband . He accepted 
her offer, and everything suddenly changed .

Nothing was perfect anymore .
We knew it . There is no such thing as a perfect 

crime, just as there is no perfect sin .
Their sin found them out, as it always does . 

(See Numbers 32:23 .)

        OUTLINE
I. ADAM SINNED AND NEEDED A SAVIOR

A . Sin Brought Shame
B .  Sin Caused Adam and Eve to Hide from 

God
C .  We Have All Sinned and Are in Need of 

a Savior

II.  ADAM’S PLAN WAS TO COVER  
HIS OWN SIN

A .  Fig Leaves
B . The Skin of an Animal
C . We Try to Cover Our Own Sin

III. GOD HAD A BETTER PLAN
A .  The Offspring of Woman—the Messiah—

Would Crush Satan’s Head
B . God Became Flesh
C .  His Blood Has the Power to Cover Our Sin

        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
The perfect crime . That’s how crime 

seemed to begin for humanity . We usually 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
YOUR SECRET IS SAFE WITH—OH, WAIT!

In recent elections, James O’Keefe became a name Americans mentioned because 
of his work with Project Veritas—an undercover journalistic sting operation . He and 
his people plant cameras and microphones in places or on persons, unknown to their 
target . The undercover journalists get a politically significant person to open up about 
what the candidate really believes or to spill juicy details of what is going on behind 
the scenes . While O’Keefe’s efforts have turned some red with anger, others appear to 
be overjoyed with his revealing investigations .

The whole idea of a hidden camera capturing one’s deepest darkest secrets seems 
unsettling . Humans have secrets they do not want others knowing . As much as we 
are curious about and interested in the secrets of others, we double down security 
on our own closeted skeletons . Somehow in perfecting this lifestyle of hide-and-seek, 
humanity has overlooked the hidden camera from above . 

On the flip side, knowing the secrets of others can become burdensome . According to 
a study of 237 participants, if one must keep a friend’s secret from other mutual friends 
with whom he or she has frequent contact, the levels of stress and emotional weight 
increase greatly (Susan Krauss Whitbourne, Ph .D ., “Dangerous Confessions,” Psychology 
Today November 3, 2018) . It seems the thing we seek could be our own undoing .

The only safe secret-keeper is the Lord . Those who turn from sin have their secrets 
safe with Him . However, those who continue to hide it will be exposed .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. ADAM SINNED AND NEEDED A SAVIOR
Eve was not yet created when God said to Adam, “Of every tree of the garden thou 

mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat 
of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:16–17) . 
So why did Eve say to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 
But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall 
not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die”? (Genesis 3:2–3) .

Where did “neither shall ye touch it” come from?
Apparently, Adam failed to accurately communicate God’s command to Eve . What 

she said may sound close enough, but we learn elsewhere that God’s words are not 
to be amended . Whether we add to them or subtract from them, they are no longer 
His words . (See Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 30:6; Revelation 22:18–19 .)

Adding to God’s words does not strengthen them; it corrupts them . To do so gives 
the serpent a clue we really do not know what God said and sets us up for further 
deception; our own Ye shall not surely die (Genesis 3:4) .

Another indication of Adam’s failure is that he was with Eve during this episode of 
temptation, did nothing to help her resist, and shared in her sin (Genesis 3:6) . Adam 
placed the blame for his sin first on Eve, then on God Himself (Genesis 3:12) . Paul 
read Genesis correctly: “By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Romans 5:12) .

Paul wrote, “And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in 
the transgression” (I Timothy 2:14) . Eve was deceived . Those who are deceived are 
convinced they are doing the right thing . Because she was deceived, Eve fell into 
transgression . But Adam sinned purposefully, intentionally, and knowingly . He did 
not fall into it, and he was not deceived . He knew full well what he was doing was 
rebellion against God with dreadful consequences, but he did it anyway . 

 »  What is the significance of the fact that sin was introduced into the world by Adam, 
not Eve?

A. Sin Brought Shame
There were four immediate consequences of the sin committed by Adam and Eve: 

(1) Shame (Genesis 3:7); (2) Spiritual alienation (Genesis 3:8); (3) Fear (Genesis 
3:10); and (4) Blame (Genesis 3:12–13) .

When people are ashamed, they tend to cower and hide . They may do this literally—
as did Adam and Eve—by fleeing from those they love most . More commonly, they 
simply withdraw into themselves, becoming distant and uncommunicative . Shame 
leads to spiritual alienation from God and other people . This kind of alienation 
produces fear that results in blame . Those who blame God for their sins effectively 
cut themselves off from the grace of God .
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B. Sin Caused Adam and Eve to Hide from God
In order to grasp the meaning of God’s warning to Adam, “In the day that thou 

eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17), it is necessary to explore the 
biblical meaning of death . Death involves some kind of separation . We can gain 
immediate insight from James 2:26: “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without works is dead also .” When our material part—the body—is separated 
from our immaterial part—the soul/spirit—we are dead . This does not mean we no 
longer exist . It means our material part is no longer animated . Similarly, we were 
“dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) before we experienced the new birth . 
This is the kind of death to which God referred in His warning to Adam .

God did not create people to die . He created them to live forever . That is why 
He placed the Tree of Life in the midst of the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9) . When 
Adam and Eve ate instead from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, they 
experienced the death of which God had warned: separation from fellowship with 
God . The reason for their newfound fear of God, which drove them to hide from Him, 
was that they were now dead in sin . They still existed, but in a spiritually lifeless 
state . There is no evidence that Adam or Eve repented, and there can be no spiritual 
life where there is no repentance . Thus, they were expelled from the Garden with its 
life-giving tree (Genesis 3:22–24) .

 » In what way is spiritual death different from physical death?

C. We Have All Sinned and Are in Need of a Savior
Paul spent most of the first three chapters of Romans explaining why all people are 

sinners in need of a Savior . First, he addressed the situation with Gentiles in Romans 
1:18–32 . These were people who had no Scripture to read . Their revelation consisted 
only of creation, conscience, and perhaps what had been communicated to them by 
their ancestors . (See Romans 1:18–20, 32; 2:9–12, 14–16 .) Then, Paul included Jews 
in his assessment of universal sinfulness . (See Romans 2:1–13, 16–29; 3:1–22 .) After 
providing abundant support for this claim, he declared, “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23) .

II. ADAM’S PLAN WAS TO COVER HIS OWN SIN

A. Fig Leaves
How quickly Adam and Eve transitioned from their shameless pre–Fall nakedness 

to their failed attempt to conceal their sin with fig leaves! (See Genesis 2:25; 3:7 .) 
Why fig leaves? Perhaps the reason is that fig leaves are the largest in Canaan (John 
H . Walton, Bible Background Commentary) . If so, maybe this gave Adam and Eve the 
quickest way to attempt to deal with their sin . A fig leaf can grow more than a foot 
wide . However, there is no quick, easy solution to the sin problem .
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 » Why do you think Adam and Eve resorted to fig leaves to cover their nakedness?

B. The Skin of an Animal
In an apparent move toward offering spiritual recovery for Adam and Eve, the Lord 

God replaced their fig leaves with “coats of skin .” (See Genesis 3:21 .) Covering more 
than a loincloth, the tunic was for common wear and work, reaching to the knees 
(James A . Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages) . 

It is often noted that an animal needed to be slaughtered to provide this covering 
in anticipation of the death of Jesus Christ for the sins of the world . (See I John 2:2 .) 
This is probably the case, since Jesus declared Moses wrote about Him and that 
everything written concerning Him in the Law, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled . (See John 5:46–47; Luke 24:27, 32, 44–45 .)

But the choice of the Hebrew kutonet (tunic) may also imply the transition from the 
peaceful, shameless, somewhat effortless life Adam and Eve enjoyed in Eden before 
their sin, to the life under the curses that followed . Life before sin involved tending 
the Garden (Genesis 2:15), but it was a weed-free task requiring minimal exertion . 
Now, in this common work garb that masked God’s likeness and glory (I Corinthians 
11:7), Adam would toil with sweat over thorns and thistles until he returned to the 
very ground from which he was taken . (See Genesis 3:17–19 .)

C. We Try to Cover Our Own Sin
The first thing we should do following an episode of sin is often the last thing 

we actually do . First, we should confess our sin to God . Instead, we make doomed 
attempts to conceal our sin from God and others . In this, we have Adam and Eve 
for our models, followed by such copies as Cain, Achan, and a long list of biblical 
sinners . The warning Moses gave to Reuben and Gad is relevant to all: if we disobey 
God, we may be sure our sin will find us out (Numbers 32:23) .

 » What kind of things do we do in an effort to hide our sins?

III. GOD HAD A BETTER PLAN

A. The Offspring of Woman—the Messiah—Would Crush Satan’s Head
When it comes to dealing with the sin problem, there is something far better than 

fig leaves . To the serpent, God said, “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel” (Genesis 3:15) .

This early prophecy of the coming Messiah includes three distinct phrases . Each 
must be considered carefully to avoid misinterpretation . First: I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman . From that time forward, there would be enmity 
between a human being, Eve, and a member of the animal kingdom; the serpent 
that had been an instrument of Satan to tempt her .
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Second: I will put enmity between . . . thy seed and her seed . The enmity introduced 
between the serpent and Eve would be expanded to include their descendants (i .e ., 
snakes and human beings) . In Eden, up until this time, there had been no enmity 
between people and animals .

Third: It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel . The focus shifted 
from the enmity between the serpent and Eve, and from the serpent’s descendants 
and Eve’s offspring, to the enmity between a specific male descendant of Eve and 
the serpent himself . The pronoun translated it is masculine singular, which is why 
many translations render it he .

Allusions to this messianic prophecy are found elsewhere in Scripture . For example, 
Psalm 91:11–13 recognized even by Satan as a prophecy of the coming Messiah, reads, 
“For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways . They shall 
bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone . Thou shalt tread 
upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet .” 
(See Matthew 4:6; Luke 4:10–11 .) In His words to the serpent in Genesis 3:15, God said 
of the seed of the woman, “He shall bruise thy head .” Psalm 91:13 expands on this 
statement . The adder is a serpent and dragon is also a symbol of Satan (Revelation 
20:2), as is lion (I Peter 5:8) . Satan’s error in quoting from Psalm 91 was not to think 
this text was about the Messiah; it was to think God’s hand can be forced .

The prophesied enmity between the serpent and Eve’s descendant would result in 
death for both, but the Messiah, the seed of the woman, would rise from the dead 
(Hebrews 2:14–17; I John 3:8) .

For Satan, there would be no resurrection . His eternal destiny is to be cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone, where he will be tormented day and night forever and ever 
(Revelation 20:10) .

B. God Became Flesh
How could a descendant of Eve crush the head of Satan? First, this promise 

indicated Eve’s offspring would be human . Second, He could not be merely human, 
or He would be unable to destroy Satan . But how could Eve’s descendant be more 
than human? Paul recognized this as a mystery solved by the Incarnation (I Timothy 
3:16) .

Since the Subject of this verse was manifest in the flesh (i .e ., human existence), He 
was a descendant of Eve . Because He was God, He was qualified to rule the realm of 
creation, which takes in angels, including fallen angels like Satan, as well as reptiles 
appropriated by Satan for his purposes, as in Eden .

C. His Blood Has the Power to Cover Our Sin
By Himself, Jesus purged our sins . He needed no help from us nor from angels . The 

ultimate purpose for the incarnation was “to seek and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10) .  The Cross was God’s final answer to the sin problem, the means by 
which the barrier between God and man was removed (Hebrews 10:12, 14) .
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Any suggestion that something in addition to the blood of Jesus is required to deal 
with man’s sin is heresy of the worst sort .  The atoning virtue of the blood of Jesus 
is limitless precisely because His death was of infinite value .  This is so because in 
His death He was not just a man, but God manifest in the flesh .  Had He been just a 
sinless man, His death could perhaps have atoned for one other person .  But since 
He was truly God, His death was “the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only 
but also for the whole world” (I John 2:2, NKJV) .

After Jesus purged our sins, He “sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high” (Hebrews 1:3, NKJV) .  The term right hand in Scripture is often a metaphor for 
power and authority .  When the Bible speaks of “the right hand of God” (e .g ., Acts 
2:33), it refers to the ultimate power and authority .  The point is He who suffered 
the humiliation of assuming solidarity with His creation now occupies the supreme 
position of exaltation (Philippians 2:5–9) .  In that position, He is due the homage of 
all creation (Philippians 2:10–11) .

Concerning the phrase “the right hand of the Majesty on high,” F .F . Bruce comments,

That no literal location is intended was as well understood by Christians in 
the apostolic age as it is by us: they knew that God has no physical right hand 
or material throne where the ascended Christ sits beside Him; to them the 
language denoted the exaltation and supremacy of Christ as it does to us. 

The statement that Jesus sat down would have been significant to the original 
readers of Hebrews, for they were acquainted with priests who never sat, for there 
was no end to the sacrifices they offered .  (See Hebrews 10:11–12 .)

 »  How many comparisons can you draw between Adam’s failed plan to deal with sin 
and God’s successful plan?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
What will you do about your sins? Do you acknowledge you have sinned? (See 

Romans 3:23; I John 1:10 .) Do you have your own version of fig leaves? How is that 
working for you?

The only way we can have peace with God is to deal with our sins God’s way . 
Otherwise we will hear His voice in the garden of our life and learn of His disap-
pointment with our excuses . The consequence of our actions will be Paradise Lost . 
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Hebrews 4:16

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need .

        LESSON TEXT 
Hebrews 4:14–16

14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession .

15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin .

16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need .

Numbers 18:1–7
1 And the Lord said unto Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy father’s house with thee shall 

bear the iniquity of the sanctuary: and thou and thy sons with thee shall bear the iniquity of 
your priesthood .

2 And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring thou with thee, that 
they may be joined unto thee, and minister unto thee: but thou and thy sons with thee shall 
minister before the tabernacle of witness .

3 And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the tabernacle: only they shall not 
come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary and the altar, that neither they, nor ye also, die .

4 And they shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, for all the service of the tabernacle: and a stranger shall not come nigh unto you .

5 And ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of the altar: that there be no 
wrath any more upon the children of Israel .

6 And I, behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites from among the children of Israel: to 
you they are given as a gift for the Lord, to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation .

7 Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priest’s office for every thing of the 
altar, and within the vail; and ye shall serve: I have given your priest’s office unto you as a 
service of gift: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death .

FOCUS THOUGHT
As our High Priest, Jesus made it possible for us to boldly approach Him.

The Better High Priest

Lesson 2
December 8, 2019
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
The writer offered us great hope in Hebrews 

4:16 . But how, after failing and falling into sin, 
can we “come boldly unto the throne of grace”? 
It seems hard to fathom God would encourage 
such an attitude after the committal of such 
egregious acts . Perhaps sacrifice would seem 
more in order . Maybe even severe punishment 
so the offender learns his or her lesson . But 
instead of sacrifice or sudden punishment, God 
invites us to boldly approach His throne .

“How is it that we should approach boldly? 
Because now it is a throne of Grace, not a throne 
of Judgment . Therefore boldly, that we may 
obtain mercy, even such as we are seeking . If 
thou approach now thou wilt receive both grace 
and mercy, for thou approachest in due season” 
(The Homilies On The Epistle To The Hebrews, St . 
Chrysostom)

Yes, there is coming a day of judgment for 
those who have not found grace, but now is 
the season of grace where God invites us to 
come and find mercy and pardon for our sins . 
We need not fear Him, but approach in humble 
boldness; with confidence in His promises but 
in reverence of His holiness . 

        OUTLINE
I.  THE HIGH PRIEST APPROACHED GOD 

FOR THE PEOPLE
A .   The Priests and Levites Served in the 

Tabernacle
B .  The High Priest Went Behind the Veil 

Once a Year
C .  Others Were Not Allowed to Approach 

God Without Seeing Death

II. JESUS IS OUR HIGH PRIEST
A .   He Was Touched with the Feelings of Our 

Infirmities
B . He Was Tempted in All Points as We Are

III. GOD WANTS US TO COME TO HIM
A . Veil of the Temple Was Torn
B . Boldly Approach the Throne of Grace
C . We Can Come at Any Time
 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
I HAVE AN INSIDE CONTACT

A young teen child of a president now lives inside the executive residence . Barron 
Trump can claim special access to the most powerful man in the world because of one 
thing: belonging . Yes, this child—like the two daughters of the previous president—has 
special treatment in life because of his dad’s place in society . A child might represent 
this connection as simply as, “I can go in his office and talk to him because he is mine .”

Occasionally, one gets those moments of belonging where an uncle allows backstage 
access to a big event or a cousin gives a complementary meal at her restaurant . Belonging 
is a big deal today in a world where relationships are fractured . Migrants who settle in 
a strange land often become attached to others who speak their mother tongue, came 
from their homeland, or feel otherwise incompatible with the world around them . They 
may stick closely to each other simply because of that sense of belonging .

Prior to Jesus Christ, we had no human representation in Heaven . Then, the one on 
the throne stepped into time on earth and joined us in our humanity . When He died 
and rose from the dead, Jesus ascended high above everything else—but He never let 
go of His humanity . He belongs to us because He is like us . We have a High Priest and 
King—the person in the most important role in the universe belongs to us!
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. THE HIGH PRIEST APPROACHED GOD FOR THE PEOPLE
In contrast to the relatively free access qualified priests had into the Holy Place, the 

Most Holy Place in the Tabernacle could be entered only by the high priest, and he could 
enter it only once each year, on the Day of Atonement . (See Hebrews 9:7; Leviticus 16 .)

After the high priest concluded the ceremony in the Most Holy Place, he returned 
to the Holy Place and sprinkled some of the blood of the bull and goat on the Altar of 
Incense . (See Leviticus 16:18 .) When this annual ceremony was being conducted, no 
other priest could enter the Tabernacle . (See Leviticus 16:17 .) Since the events of the 
Day of Atonement were symbolic of a far greater reality (Hebrews 9:9)—the ultimate 
and final atonement provided by Christ (Hebrews 9:11–15)—the restriction of both 
the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place to the high priest alone may represent the 
exclusivity of Christ’s sacrifice . No one else participated in it . True cleansing from sin 
is provided not by the work of Christ Jesus and someone else, but by His work alone .

Two aspects of the good news of the gospel are pertinent here: (1) Since He was 
sinless, Christ did not need to offer a sacrifice for Himself (Hebrews 4:15; 7:26–27); 
(2) the blood of Jesus atones not just for sins committed in ignorance, but for all 
sins, even those committed deliberately (Hebrews 9:26; John 1:29; I John 2:2) . His 
sacrifice is thus immeasurably superior to even that of the Day of Atonement . There 
can be no limit to the efficacy of Christ’s blood, for His death was of infinite value .

A. The Priests and Levites Served in the Tabernacle
Under the Law of Moses, Aaron and his male descendants were to serve as priests . 

Aaron was from the tribe of Levi . The rest of the male offspring of Levi would fill other 
functions in the Tabernacle . (See Leviticus 6; Numbers 2–3; 18:1–7 .)

In other accounts, the Lord is seen speaking both to Moses and Aaron about the 
duties of priests . Why is it that in Numbers 18:1–7, the Lord spoke to Aaron alone 
about the priesthood, with Moses appearing for the first time in this chapter in verse 
25 with the Lord’s instructions for the Levites?

The answer perhaps lies in the author’s desire to tell us something about the 
role of Moses as leader of God’s people. His role is not limited to the work of a 
priest. Aaron is shown here assuming most of that responsibility. . . it appears 
that the role of Moses was becoming more distinct from the office of priest. 
Thus the writer attempts to show that Moses’ role as mediator of the covenant, 
already well established throughout these narratives, was not merely a 
priestly one. There is a concern to show that he also functioned in the role of 
prophet as well as king, two themes that . . . receive further development in 
the book of Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 18:15; 33:5). Hence as the picture of 
Moses develops within the Pentateuch, it more closely resembles the future 
messianic ruler, who is anticipated in the Pentateuch as a prophet, a priest, 
and a king (John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative).
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In view of the New Testament’s emphasis on the Messiah, Jesus Christ, as the 
major theme of the Hebrew Scriptures, it is appropriate to read the Old Testament 
in a prayerful attempt to discover and further develop that theme . (See John 5:39, 
46–47; Luke 24:25, 27, 44–45 .)

B. The High Priest Went Behind the Veil Once a Year
In contrast to the relatively free access qualified priests had into the Holy Place, 

the Most Holy Place in the Tabernacle could be entered only by the high priest, 
and he could enter it only once each year, on the Day of Atonement . (See Leviticus 
16; Hebrews 9:7 .) The reference to the high priest’s solitary entrance into the Most 
Holy Place once a year should be understood as referring to one day a year, for he 
actually entered at least twice on the Day of Atonement . It was required that he 
bring blood with him as he entered . First, he had to sprinkle the blood of a bull 
upon the mercy seat to make atonement for himself and the members of his house . 
(See Leviticus 16:3, 6, 11, 14 .) Then, after exiting the Most Holy Place, he had to kill 
a goat and reenter the Most Holy Place to sprinkle its blood on the mercy seat for 
the sins of the people . (See Leviticus 16:15–16 .) He may have entered three times, 
with the first being to put in place the “censer full of burning coals” on which 
incense burned to obscure the mercy seat from his vision (Leviticus 16:12–13) . 
Jewish tradition suggests there were four entries into the Most Holy Place, with the 
final one being to retrieve the equipment first taken in for the burning of incense at 
the beginning of the ceremony .

 »  Why was it necessary for the mercy seat to be obscured from the high priest’s vision 
by burning incense?

C. Others Were Not Allowed to Approach God Without Seeing Death
Levites, who were not descendants of Aaron, were assigned non-priestly duties 

in relation to the Tabernacle, but they were not to come near the altar and the 
furnishings of the Tabernacle on penalty of death . (See Numbers 18:2–4 .) This reflects 
the prohibition on the Israelites ascending Sinai after their initial refusal to do so .

After God called Moses to deliver the Israelites from Egypt, He said, “Certainly I will 
be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou 
hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain” 
(Exodus 3:12) . The word translated “ye” is in the second person plural form, referring 
not only to Moses but to all who came out of Egypt . Accurate translations include “all 
of you will worship me on this mountain” (NIRV) and “you and they will serve God 
on this mountain” (NET) . Of course, the old English “ye” also represents the second 
person plural, whereas “thou” is used for the second person singular . The point is 
that God wanted all the people to join Moses in an intimate relationship with Him on 
the mountain . This did not happen .
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A close reading of Exodus 19 indicates that God wanted something better for Israel 
than what transpired at Sinai . First, God wanted to establish a faith covenant with 
His people .

Believe is faith language . But what resulted at Sinai as a consequence of the 
people’s refusal to worship God on the mountain was not a faith covenant: “And the 
law is not of faith: but, the man that doeth them shall live in them” (Galatians 3:12) .

Second, God wanted to make of Israel a nation of priests (Exodus 19:6) .
Had this happened, the people of Israel would all have been privileged to enter 

into an intimate relationship with God . Instead, Israel became a nation with priests, 
only one of whom could enter the Most Holy Place one day each year . This promise 
was finally fulfilled in the church . (See I Peter 2:9 .)

Third, as seen in Exodus 3:12, God invited all of those delivered from Egypt to 
worship Him on the mountain . This they refused . Many are used to reading Exodus 
19:12 as a prohibition against going up the mountain . The prohibition was, however, 
only to give the people time to sanctify themselves in preparation for a personal 
visitation from the Lord on the third day on Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:10–11) . Note 
that the KJV italicizes the words that ye and not in Exodus 19:12, because they do not 
appear in the Hebrew text .

After the third day, there would be a long trumpet blast, after which the people 
were to climb the mountain (Exodus 19:13) .

When the Lord descended on Sinai, the people responded in fear rather than 
faith . They did not go up into the mountain but stood at its foot (Exodus 19:17; 
Deuteronomy 4:11; 5:5) . This resulted in a second warning from the Lord permitting 
only Moses and Aaron to ascend the mountain . Had the Israelites obeyed the 
command to worship God on Sinai, they would have avoided the disastrous 
episode with the golden calf (Exodus 32) . (See Hebrews 12:18–24 .)

 » How can fear lead to disobedience?

II. JESUS IS OUR HIGH PRIEST
The New Covenant was administered by Jesus, the “great High Priest .” (See Hebrews 

4:14 .) The use of the word “great” (Greek, mega) with “High Priest” emphasizes His 
superiority to the high priests of the Mosaic Covenant .

The great High Priest is Jesus the Son of God . The term “Son of God” requires the 
incarnation . (See Luke 1:35 .) It is by His genuine and complete humanity that Jesus can 
function as High Priest, for an integral part of what it means to be a High Priest is to stand 
in solidarity with those the priest represents . (See Hebrews 2:14–18; 4:15; 5:7–10 .)

A. He Was Touched with the Feelings of Our Infirmities
In the Incarnation, the deity of Jesus did not override, obscure, or overwhelm His 

humanity . It did not prevent Him from sympathizing with our infirmities (Hebrews 
4:15) . As Gregory of Nazianzus observed, “The unassumed is the unhealed .” If there 
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were any aspect of existence inherent to humanity Jesus did not experience, that part 
of human existence would not have been redeemed . It should be noted, however, 
that sin is not inherent to human existence . Neither Adam nor Eve experienced sin 
before the Fall, but they were both fully human . Sin is a mar on human existence, not 
an essential part of it . Jesus was spared this mar by the miracle of virgin conception . 
He was the last Adam (I Corinthians 15:45) .

B. He Was Tempted in All Points as We Are
Neither did the Incarnation prevent Jesus from being “tempted like as we are .” 

Though Jesus did not sin, He was genuinely tempted and is thus able to identify 
with us in our temptations . (See Hebrews 2:18 .) The high priests under the Mosaic 
Covenant were also tempted, of course, but they succumbed to temptation just as 
do all human beings . (See Hebrews 5:1–3 .) Since Jesus experienced temptation, 
but successfully resisted it, He is superior to the high priests in the Aaronic lineage .

III. GOD WANTS US TO COME TO HIM

A. Veil of the Temple Was Torn
The tearing of the veil which separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place in 

the Temple at the moment of Jesus’ death (Matthew 27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45) 
demonstrated the termination of the Old Covenant and the establishment of the 
reality of which it was merely a shadow . (See Hebrews 9:1–8; 10:19–22 .) This was a 
dramatic and undeniable signal that the Law of Moses had come to an end . It was a 
divine signal, for the veil was torn from top to bottom without human intervention . 
According to Jewish tradition, the veil was four inches thick and was so strong it could 
not be torn by teams of oxen pulling in opposite directions .

The veil was apparently a symbol of the genuine humanity of the Messiah (Hebrews 
10:19–20) . His death on the Cross dealt with the sin problem so completely and 
finally that it removed the barrier between God and man and made a way for all men 
to come directly into the presence of God .

 » Are you convinced that the Law of Moses is no longer in effect? Explain.

B. Boldly Approach the Throne of Grace
Jesus’ identification with humanity in temptation enables Him to be so thoroughly 

sympathetic to our plight that we can approach the throne of grace boldly . We do not 
timidly approach a God who is distant and unaware of the real struggles we face . In 
Jesus, we have a God who willingly became so completely one of us that He recognizes 
the legitimacy of our weaknesses and gladly extends mercy and grace to us in our 
time of need . (See Philippians 2:5–8 .) The term “throne of grace” indicates that God, 
who sits on the throne, is characterized by grace in His relationship with His children . 
“Grace” is translated from the Greek charitos, from charis, which essentially indicates 
that the favor given is free . This is the origin of the common definition of grace as 
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the unmerited favor of God . It is significant in this regard that “the law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” (John 1:17) . The grace of God was 
also extended to men prior to the coming of Jesus (Genesis 6:8; Exodus 33:12–13, 
16–17), but grace is the fundamental characteristic of the New Covenant, not law .

Since, in simplest terms, grace is the unmerited favor of God, mercy has to do with 
the clemency connected with the actual forgiveness of sins . When believers boldly 
approach the throne of grace, they find what they need most: A God who refuses to 
give them the condemnation they so richly deserve . He does not, however, merely 
overlook or ignore sin, He extends His free favor and forgiveness based on the 
atonement . His righteous judgment has been satisfied by the blood of Jesus; now He 
can relate to people of faith as those whose sins have been dealt with “through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (10:10) .

 » What is the difference between mercy and grace?

C. We Can Come at Any Time 
Jesus stands ever ready, at any “time of need,” to offer grace and mercy .
The boldness with which believers can approach the throne of God stands in stark 

contrast with the hesitancy and reluctance traditionally associated with the high 
priest’s approach to the holiest place on the annual Day of Atonement . This is made 
possible by the fact that, under the New Covenant, believers approach based on the 
blood of Jesus (Hebrews 10:19), which has completely and permanently satisfied the 
righteous judgment of God against sin . 

 »  When you approach God in prayer, do you come to Him with a sense of shame and 
fear, or do you come with confidence that He is waiting to extend mercy and grace? 
Explain.

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Many people struggle with feelings of inadequacy, inferiority, and guilt . But 

should this be so? Does not this lesson’s text give us reason to reject this sort of 
self-rejection?

Jesus Christ, the great High Priest, sympathizes with our weaknesses and knows 
what it means to be tempted . When we stand before God, we will stand before 
someone who knows what it means to be a human being . His priestly work for us 
enables us to be bold in our approach to God . Because of His redemptive work for 
us on the Cross, we should not approach Him with reluctance, as if His sacrifice was 
somehow inferior and less than what was needed . This would be an insult to His 
supreme sacrifice .

Mercy and grace are readily available to us at any time of need . To truly honor Him, 
we must act as He invites us to, going before His throne as our only source of what 
we desperately need .
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Hebrews 9:28

So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he 
appear the second time without sin unto salvation .

        LESSON TEXT 
Hebrews 9:22–28

22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood 
is no remission .

23 It was therefore necessary that the pattern of things in the heavens should be purified 
with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these .

24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of 
the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:

25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place 
every year with blood of others;

26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in 
the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself .

27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:
28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall 

he appear the second time without sin unto salvation .

Hebrews 10:11–14
11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, 

which can never take away sins .
12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right 

hand of God;
13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool .
14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified .

John 1:29
29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 

which taketh away the sin of the world .

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because the sacrifices in the Tabernacle could not remove sin, Jesus offered Himself as the 
better sacrifice.

The Better Sacrifice

Lesson 3
December 15, 2019
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beings to bear, if they will put their trust in His 
work on their behalf .

Since Jesus dealt with finality with the sin 
problem on the Cross, His second appearance 
to those who eagerly wait for Him will be “apart 
from sin, for salvation” (NKJV) .

Christ’s second appearance will be “to 
those who eagerly wait for Him” (NKJV) . This 
is in perfect harmony with the teaching of 
Paul concerning the rapture of the church (I 
Thessalonians 4:13–18) . It will be an appearance 
only to believers, not to the world at large . Three 
times Paul used the same Greek word, which 
is here translated “eagerly wait” (NKJV), in 
reference to the second appearance of Christ to 
believers . (See I Corinthians 1:7; Galatians 5:5; 
Philippians 3:20 .)

        OUTLINE
I.  THE HIGH PRIEST OFFERED SACRIFICES 

FOR THE PEOPLE
A . Blood of Bulls and Goats
B .  Once a Year Took the Blood Behind  

the Veil
C . Never Removed the Sin

II. JESUS CAME TO DIE FOR OUR SINS
A . Jesus Was the Better Sacrifice
B .  His Blood Remits Sin Completely

        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
In Hebrews 9:25, Christ is said to have 

offered Himself . In Hebrews 9:28, it is said 
that He “was offered .” This emphasis no 
doubt arises from the fact that the author 
has the great atonement passage of Isaiah 
53 in mind that focuses on the Messiah 
as being made an offering for sin (Isaiah 
53:10) .

Since Jesus fully bore the penalty of sin 
Himself, there is no penalty left for human 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
PERMANENTLY STAINED OR DANGEROUSLY CLEAN?

First-worlders have become obsessed with teeth that are cleaner than clean . A 
variety of products have emerged on the markets which promise to bleach, bombard, 
un-stain, or coat one’s teeth so that a brilliant smile beams them up to success . While 
a visibly enhanced image seems desirable, product makers have found many of their 
potential customers recoiling at the long-term results of such products and procedures . 

Compounds in teeth whiteners and even top-shelf toothpastes may contain 
chemicals shown to be harmful and carcinogenic . To an educated customer-base, 
such hazards create a dichotomy between the impulse for a super-clean image and 
the trending desire for a pure, organic, holistic body . Consumers now struggle to find 
effective personal care items that truly take care of their whole person . 

Likewise, many today use flawed attempts to deal with sin . The stain of sin cannot 
be hidden by psychology, drugs, or extreme sports . Religious tradition, community 
activism, or pleasure-seeking may damage much more than they cover up .

When it comes to the stains of sin, one does not have to choose image over internals . 
The only cleaning agent in the universe that does not create collateral damage is the blood 
of Jesus Christ . Yes, blood—which can stain cloth badly . Only the Creator of the universe 
could take something that would ordinarily cause a stain and use it to remove what no 
other earthly product can: sin-stains . Jesus makes the dirtiest heart whiter than snow . 

And that is something to smile about .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. THE HIGH PRIEST OFFERED SACRIFICES FOR THE PEOPLE
Since the Levitical high priest was himself a sinner, he was required to offer 

sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of those whom he represented . 
(See Hebrews 5:3; 9:7 .) Leviticus 16:6 and 11 explains that before Aaron could offer 
a sacrifice for the sins of the people, he first had to offer a sacrifice for himself and 
for his family . In this, Jesus was unlike the Levitical priesthood . Since He was without 
sin, he had no need to offer a sacrifice for Himself . (See Hebrews 7:26–27 .)

A. Blood of Bulls and Goats
The Tabernacle and all its rituals were “symbolic for the present time” (NKJV), 

meaning the time during which the first covenant was in force (Hebrews 9:9) . (See 
also Hebrews 10:1; Colossians 2:16–17 .) With the coming of the New Covenant, this 
covenant of symbols has served its purpose (Hebrews 8:13) . The gifts and sacrifices 
(see Hebrews 5:1) offered under the Law of Moses were incapable of making him 
“who performed the service perfect in regard to the conscience” (NKJV) . (See Hebrews 
9:9 .) Those ritual offerings provided no assurance of right standing with God . Since 
the blood of bulls and goats did not take away sin (Hebrews 10:4) but merely served 
to remind Israel of their sinfulness (Hebrews 10:3), the sacrifices left the people of 
Israel with a troubled conscience . This does not mean that no one under the Law 
ever enjoyed a clear conscience, but that a clear conscience was not obtained by the 
sacrificial rituals . For those during the era of the Law, a clear conscience with God was 
gained by faith in God, just as it is today . (See Hebrews 11:1–2, 6, 39 .)

 »  How many rituals associated with the Law of Moses can you think of that were 
symbols fulfilled in the New Covenant?

B. Once a Year Took the Blood Behind the Veil
The high priest entered the Most Holy Place in the Tabernacle only on the annual 

Day of Atonement . (See Leviticus 16 .) He was required to sprinkle the blood of a bull 
upon the mercy seat to make atonement for himself and the members of his house 
and to sprinkle the blood of a goat on the mercy seat for the sins of the people . (See 
Leviticus 16:15–16; Hebrews 9:7 .) The sacrifices on the Day of Atonement were for all 
sins that had not been dealt with previously throughout the year by other sacrifices .

C. Never Removed the Sin
What the Holy Spirit intended to signify by the rituals of the Day of Atonement is 

that the way into the true “holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first 
tabernacle was yet standing” (Hebrews 9:8) . As dramatic as the events of the Day of 
Atonement were, they were mere symbols of a greater reality . (See Hebrews 9:24 .) 
The ceremonies served to illustrate, not how simple and easy it was to gain access 
into the immediate presence of God, but how difficult it was . There was nothing about 
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the Day of Atonement that suggested to the people of Israel that they too could enjoy 
intimate fellowship with God . Instead, the rituals were frightening and exclusive . The 
high priest entered the Most Holy Place at the risk of his own death . Jewish tradition 
indicates that the prayer of the high priest when he exited the Most Holy Place was 
intentionally short “lest he put Israel in terror” (Leon Morris, The Expositor’s Bible 
Commentary) . When he survived the last ritual and the day was over, he invited his 
friends to a feast in celebration .

According to an ancient legend, when the High Priest entered the Most Holy Place 
on the Day of Atonement, a rope was tied around his ankle, so his body could be 
removed from before the Ark of the Covenant in case of his death . Scripture says 
nothing about this but gives strict commandments as to how the High Priest was to 
be dressed . We can be sure God would not tolerate deviation from His instructions . 
The presence of a rope would itself had been cause for death .

The phrase “while the first tabernacle was still standing” (Hebrews 9:8) further 
supports the claim of Hebrews that the Tabernacle associated with the Law of Moses 
was a thing of the past . (See Hebrews 8:13; 9:1 .) At the time Hebrews was written, 
the Tabernacle was no longer standing . It had, of course, been replaced by the 
Temple, but the author is not interested in the Temple still standing in Jerusalem 
as he wrote . It would soon be destroyed . He is interested in the original intent and 
function of Tabernacle worship as prescribed by Moses under the first covenant and 
its comparison to New Covenant worship as prescribed by Jesus .

 » What was the original purpose for tabernacle worship?

The sacrificial rituals of the Law of Moses were external; they did not deal with the 
needs of the inner man . They pertained to “meats and drinks, and divers washings, 
and carnal ordinances” (Hebrews 9:10) . (See Hebrews 13:9 .) Leviticus 11 details the 
laws concerning clean and unclean foods . There were also regulations concerning 
acceptable drinks in a variety of circumstances (Leviticus 10:8–9; 11:33–38; Numbers 
6:2–3) . Commandments were given which governed ceremonial washings to effect 
ritual cleansing (Exodus 30:20; Leviticus 15:4–27; 17:15–16; Numbers 19:7–13) .

All these regulations, and others like them included in the Law of Moses, were 
“carnal .” (See Hebrews 7:16 .) The word carnal (sarx, often translated flesh) does not 
refer in this case to that which pertains to the sin nature . It means, rather, that the 
rituals of the Law were external, pertaining to the outer man rather than the inner man .

In a telling statement supporting the previous declarations concerning the 
termination of the Law of Moses with the coming of Messiah, Hebrews declares that 
all of the ordinances of the Law were imposed “until the time of reformation” (Hebrews 
9:10) . A more literal translation of the Greek text at this point indicates they were in 
force until the time of “setting things right” or “straight .” Contextually, this time of 
“reformation” has to do with the establishment of the New Covenant (Hebrews 8:13; 
9:11–15) . This New Covenant pertains to the inner man by providing a conscience that 
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is cleansed (Hebrews 9:14), giving full assurance of one’s right standing with God .
Since the figurative rituals of the Law of Moses did not actually take away sins 

(Hebrews 10:4), it is sometimes said they “rolled sin ahead .” This phrase is not 
found in Scripture, and it is probably not the best way to describe the situation 
with sin before the coming of Christ . A more satisfactory biblical solution is found 
in Romans 3:25: “Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through 
the forbearance of God .” Since those living during the era of the Old Covenant could 
not be justified by doing the works of the Law of Moses (Romans 3:20–21), God 
“passed over the sins that were previously committed” (Romans 3:25, NKJV) . He did 
this in anticipation of the atonement which would be provided by the death of Jesus . 
The words “declare” or “set forth” contrast the public death of Jesus with the hidden 
rituals associated with the mercy seat in the Most Holy place .

 »  Since the sacrifices of the Law of Moses did not deal with the sin problem, how were 
people saved before the coming of Christ?

II. JESUS CAME TO DIE FOR OUR SINS
The Old Testament prophecies anticipated that the coming Messiah would deal with the 

sin problem by bearing the sins of humanity . For example, Isaiah declared He would be 
“an offering for sin,” He would “bear  .  .  . iniquities,” and “he bare the sin of many” (Isaiah 
53:10–12) . This is how the New Testament understands the doctrine commonly called 
“atonement .” (See I Corinthians 15:3; Colossians 1:22; I Peter 2:24 .) John the Baptist 
announced, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) .

A. Jesus Was the Better Sacrifice
To this point, the Book of Hebrews alludes to the inferiority and inadequacy of the 

sacrifices offered under the Law of Moses (Hebrews 9:12–14, 23), but in Hebrews 10:1 
it moves to a clear emphasis on the superiority of Christ’s sacrifice . All the sacrifices 
associated with the Law were mere shadows in which God took no pleasure . They 
were unable to take away sins . What all those sacrifices from the construction of 
the Tabernacle in about 1400 BC to the destruction of the Temple in AD 70 could 
not accomplish even when added together, the death of Christ accomplished in a 
moment of time, once and for all .

Hebrews 10:1 shows the purpose and limitation of the Law of Moses . The Law was 
never intended to be an end in itself . It was a mere “shadow of good things to come,” 
incapable of perfecting those who approached God on the basis of its sacrifices .

The “good things to come” refer contextually to the provisions of the New 
Covenant found in Christ Jesus . (See Hebrews 10:10, 14, 16–23 .) The Law offered 
only a “shadow” (Greek, skia) of these things . Skia appears in Hebrews 8:5 together 
with hypodeigma to describe the manner in which the ministry associated with 
the Aaronic priesthood was a “copy and shadow of the heavenly things” (NKJV) . In 
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Colossians 2:17, Paul used skia to categorize the dietary laws, the feast days, the new 
moons and the sabbaths of the Law as shadows “of things to come .” In contrast to 
these shadows, the “substance is of Christ .”

Since the Law was made up of shadows, and every sacrifice was merely a 
representation of something good to come, those sacrifices, though offered year 
after year, could never make perfect those who approached God by means of them . 
The word “perfect” (Greek, teleiosai) does not refer to sinless perfection . It is 
defined in Hebrews 10:2 as freedom from consciousness of sins . That is, since the 
sacrifices themselves were only shadows incapable of taking away sins (Hebrews 
10:4), they were not able to produce a clear conscience . Even after the high priest 
approached the Most Holy Place and executed the elaborate rituals of the Day of 
Atonement flawlessly, neither he nor the people of Israel had a sense of release 
from sin . Instead, they were simply reminded again that they were sinful people 
(Hebrews 10:3) .

The inability of the sacrifices of the Law to deal with the sin problem is seen in that 
they had to be offered again and again . If those sacrifices had been sufficient to remove 
sin, it would not have been necessary to repeat them . They did not purify the worshipers; 
those who offered the sacrifices were left with a lingering consciousness of sins .

Here, by implication, is seen a marvelous consequence of the sacrifice of Christ . 
Since His sacrifice—in contrast to the sacrifices of the Law—was efficacious, it 
purifies those who approach God through Christ Jesus and leaves them with no more 
consciousness of sins . Because His blood does remit sin, we can “draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith” (Hebrews 10:22) .

 »  Can you draw parallels between the symbolic content of the Law of Moses and the 
fulfillment found in the New Covenant? Explain.

B. His Blood Remits Sin Completely
The one sacrifice of Christ was sufficient . (See Hebrews 9:25–28; 10:10, 14 .) When 

a sacrifice is offered that can perfect those who approach God on its basis, there is 
no need for any further sacrifice . At that point, sacrifices can cease to be offered . 
(See Hebrews 10:18 .)

The sacrifices associated with the Law of Moses served as annual reminders of the 
sinfulness of the people (Hebrews 10:3) . Since the word translated “remembrance” 
(Greek, anamnesis) is used in the New Testament only here and in the establishment 
of the Lord’s Supper (Luke 22:19; I Corinthians 11:24–25), the implication is strong for 
a connection between the two . Just as the sacrifices of the Law continually reminded 
the people of Israel of their sinfulness, so the bread and cup of the Lord’s Supper 
continually remind believers of the New Covenant established in Christ’s blood and 
of the cleansing from sin thereby provided .

The word translated “take away” in Hebrews 10:4 (Greek, aphaireo) is a strong 
one . It is used to describe the way Peter cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant 
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(Luke 22:50) and the way the reproach of Elizabeth’s barrenness was taken away 
when she conceived (Luke 1:25) . The New Covenant implication is that the offering of 
the body of Christ was able to do what the blood of bulls and goats could not do: The 
blood of Jesus took away sins as decisively as Peter’s sword sliced off a man’s ear 
and as Elizabeth’s conception eradicated her reproach .

 »  Why is it important for us to be reminded of our sinfulness and the power of Jesus’ 
sacrifice through the practice of the Lord’s Supper?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Are you completely confident that your sins have been dealt with by Christ’s sacrifice? 

Are you sure God no longer remembers your sins and iniquities? Is your conscience clear?
Even with the good news that Christ died for our sins and that His blood remits 

sin completely, some who have obeyed the gospel nevertheless fear, upon reading 
Hebrews 10:26–31, that they are not saved . This need not be .

The context of these verses in Hebrews shows that the willful sin warned against 
is defection from Jesus Christ and His New Covenant to the dead works of the Law . 
(See Hebrews 6:4–6; 8:6–13; 10:9, 16–17, 20, 29, 32, 35, 39 .) The phrase “there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins” signifies that no other sacrifice can atone for 
the sins of those who reject Jesus’ sacrifice . (See Hebrews 10:26 .) Those who turn 
away from the provisions of the New Covenant are without any resource to deal with 
the problem of sin . The word translated “sin” (hamartanō) is a present (continuous) 
active participle, describing not a one-time sin, or even an occasional sin, but 
continual, persistent sin . This warning is not against the struggles with faith that all 
Christians experience, or even an occasional lapse of faith, but against an ongoing 
rejection of Jesus—outside of whom there exists no other source of salvation .

To trample under foot the Son of God (Hebrews 10:29) is to (1) reject Him as the 
promised Messiah, (2) deny His deity, and (3) refuse the Atonement .

Those who have placed their faith exclusively in Jesus Christ and who have obeyed 
the gospel message need have no fear about the loss of their salvation .

“But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that 
believe to the saving of the soul.” (Hebrews 10:39)
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Hebrews 1:8

But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a scepter of righteousness is 
the scepter of thy kingdom .

           LESSON TEXT 
Isaiah 7:14

14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel .

Isaiah 9:6
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace .

Matthew 1:18–23
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to 

Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost .
19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick 

example, was minded to put her away privily .
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him 

in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost .

21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 
people from their sins .

22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet, saying,

23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us .

Luke 2:10–11
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people .
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord .

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because we were in need of hope, God gave us good news.

The Better News

Lesson 4
December 22, 2019
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
The New Testament quotes, paraphrases, 

and alludes to the Old Testament some eight 
hundred times . Many of these references are 
messianic in nature; they foretell in some way 
the coming Messiah . The most frequently 
referenced Old Testament book is Psalms, 
which is referred to some two hundred times in 
the New Testament . This lesson’s focus verse is 
one of those . Psalm 45:6 is quoted in Hebrews 
1:8 . Hebrews 1:9 also quotes Psalm 45:7 .

The good news is “according to the scriptures,” 
that is, the Old Testament (I Corinthians 15:3-4) . 
And a major part of that good news is found 
in the Book of Psalms, a collection of writings 
largely intended to communicate the promise 
and hope of the coming Messiah .

        OUTLINE
I.  THE PROPHETS FORETOLD OF HIS 

COMING
A .  Micah
B . Isaiah

II. THE ANGELS ANNOUNCED HIS COMING
A .   Good News of Great Joy
B .  A Savior Is Born

III.  WE PREACH THE GOOD NEWS  
OF THE GOSPEL

A .   Jesus Died
B . Jesus Was Buried
C . Jesus Rose Again

IV.  IT IS THE GOSPEL THAT SAVES US

         CULTURE CONNECTION
THE GOOD KIND OF VIRAL

A generation ago, people avoided anything viral—it meant staying in bed, taking 
medicine, or missing fun stuff . Computer viruses then added another shade of 
unlikeability to the term “viral .” Suddenly, a digital-native generation has jumped onto 
the scene of human history using the word “viral” as a positive thing—a different use 
than ever before . 

Teens around the country hope to video something with their phones that will go 
viral . They want their YouTube channel, Instagram following, or other social media 
venue to “blow up” with followers or attention . Young adults make decent livings today 
by continuing to produce content that goes viral, driving ad revenue and sponsors to 
keep them in the game .

Jesus did not come to buy up TV ads and billboard space . He came with a message 
that would go viral . An effective viral video does not make people smile or frown—it 
causes them to cry or laugh . The more dramatic the response—anger, compassion, 
happiness—the more viewers will share it . 

The gospel (“good news”) has often been presented so badly some people hardly 
shrug . Jesus made people jumping-with-joy happy or ready-to-kill-Him angry . The 
gospel is powerful . Those with a dynamic experience with Jesus have a story to tell that 
others want to hear and share themselves . If one lacks an emotionally grabbing story, 
they must do like a viral marketer: take a risk . Step out in faith for Jesus—you too can 
“go viral” for Him like Isaiah, Joseph, and Mary .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. THE PROPHETS FORETOLD OF HIS COMING
The Hebrew Scriptures are rich in their messianic content . The law, the prophets, 

and the psalms include profound anticipation of the coming of Messiah, Jesus 
Christ .  (See Luke 24:25–26, 32, 44–49 .) Some of these prophecies may seem 
somewhat obscure, but by the end of the Hebrew canon, a clear theme emerged . 
A genuine human being would enter the world scene, a descendant of Adam, 
Abraham, and David, who would at the same time be the Son of God . He would 
come to deal once and for all with the sin problem that had plagued humanity since 
Eden . (See Genesis 3:16; 49:8–12; Numbers 24:8–9, 17; Deuteronomy 18:15–19; 
II Samuel 7:12–16; Psalm 2; 22; Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 11:1–10; 53; Daniel 9:24–26; 
Zechariah 6:11–13 .)

A. Micah
Micah, a prophet to Judah in the eighth century BC, wrote,

But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands 
of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel; whose goings forth have been from old, from everlasting. (Micah 5:2)

This is not the first time Ephratah is mentioned in Scripture . When Boaz, David’s great-
grandfather, finalized his plan to marry Ruth, a woman of Moab, the witnesses said,

The Lord make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and 
like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in 
Ephratah, and be famous in Beth-lehem: And let thy house be like the house 
of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the Lord shall 
give thee of this young woman. (Ruth 4:11–12)

Just six verses later, a short biography begins tracing the ancestry of Judah—
the messianic lineage—from Pharez to David, through Boaz; making Ruth David’s 
Moabite great-grandmother . (See Ruth 4:18–22 .) Due to his marriage to Ruth, Boaz 
would “prosper in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem” (Ruth 4:11, NKJV) .

A statement that at first seems quite curious appears in Psalm 132:6–7:

Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields of the wood. We will 
go into his tabernacles: we will worship at his footstool.

In today’s vernacular, Ephratah was the suburb or area immediately outside 
Bethlehem . In these environs the shepherds, in the fields of the wood, heard the 
glorious news of the birth of their Savior, Christ the Lord . (See Luke 2:11 .) They went 
to His “tabernacle” (Psalm 132: 7, NKJV) or “sanctuary” (NLT), a manger, where they 
worshiped Him .

With Christ’s first coming, detailed prophecy was fulfilled . Through His birth, Boaz 
prospered and was made famous in Bethlehem Ephratah . Bethlehem, the house of 
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bread and the City of David, provided the point of entry into the created realm for the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life .

 » What comes to mind when you hear Jesus is the Bread of Life?

B. Isaiah
How could Matthew claim a prophecy given to Ahaz nearly eight hundred years 

earlier was fulfilled in the conception of Jesus, in the womb of the virgin Mary?  
How could the birth of Jesus be a sign to Ahaz, who had been dead for centuries?  
Questions like these have caused some to deny the accuracy of Matthew’s statement .  
But a closer look at Isaiah’s prophecy removes this problem .  Although it is true 
God offered a personal sign to Ahaz—a sign that would be meaningful to him in 
connection with God’s promise—that Judah would not be conquered by the coalition 
between Israel and Syria . When Ahaz refused the offer, the Lord turned His attention 
from Ahaz as an individual to the house of David at large .  This can be seen in that 
following the refusal of Ahaz to request a divine sign, the next words of the LORD are, 
“Hear ye now, O house of David!” (Isaiah 7:13) .  Ahaz was a descendant of David, 
but he was not the only descendant of David .  The term “house of David” included 
all of David’s descendants .  The expansion of the promise beyond Ahaz is also seen 
in the statement, “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign” (Isaiah 7:14) .  
The Hebrew word translated “you” is plural, indicating that this sign is not for Ahaz 
alone; it is for the entire house of David .  This sign is that a virgin would conceive and 
bear a Son; the Son’s name would be called Immanuel, which, as Matthew pointed 
out, means “God with us .”

Some who reject Matthew’s interpretation of this prophecy point out that the 
Hebrew word almah, often translated “virgin,” may refer simply to a young woman 
of marriageable age .  But besides the fact a young unmarried woman was assumed 
to be a virgin in ancient Israel, we would have to ask what kind of a sign it would be 
for a young woman to have a son .  It is evident from the context in Isaiah that the 
sign is miraculous; it is not something so common as to happen daily and without 
divine intervention .  In response to this objection, it is quite significant that when 
Matthew quoted Isaiah 7:14, he followed the Septuagint, a Greek translation of the 
Hebrew text which was done in the third century BC and which is used in the majority 
of places where the New Testament quotes from the Old Testament .  Since the New 
Testament is inspired equally with the Old Testament, we accept these quotations 
from the Septuagint as accurately representing the meaning of the Hebrew text .  In 
the case of Isaiah 7:14, the Septuagint translates the Hebrew almah with the Greek 
parthenos, which focuses on virginity .  As Matthew indicates, the fact that this Son 
would be conceived of a virgin makes this a truly miraculous sign .  The Son was 
conceived of the Holy Spirit .
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Isaiah 7 is not the only place in the book where we find a prophecy of a Son who 
would be of the house of David but who would be far more than a mere human .  
Isaiah also gave this startling prophecy: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder:  and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace .  
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even for ever .  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this” (Isaiah 9:6–7) .  When we read these words, we think immediately of Gabriel’s 
announcement to Mary (Luke 1:31–33) . In both Isaiah and Luke, a Son is in view .  He 
is identified by a specific name .  He is a descendant of David .  He will rule on David’s 
throne .  His kingdom will endure forever .

 »  In addition to the Scriptures we have looked at in Isaiah, how many other Old 
Testament Scriptures can you think of that prophesy of the coming Messiah?

II. THE ANGELS ANNOUNCED HIS COMING

A. Good News of Great Joy
As we saw in Psalm 132:6, the words, “Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it 

in the fields of the wood” seem to anticipate the visit of the angel of the Lord to the 
shepherds who were “abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night” 
(Luke 2:8) . 

The Messiah would come from Ephrathah and, as Psalm 132 looks ahead to the 
fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant, it connects that fulfillment with Ephrathah, that 
is, with Bethlehem .  The statement, “We found it in the fields of the woods” brings 
to mind Luke’s record that the shepherds, the poor among Israel (Psalm 132:15) were 
the first to discover and worship the Messiah .  It was here in the fields that an angel 
of the Lord told them the good news of a Savior, Christ the Lord, born in the city of 
David, Bethlehem (Luke 2:9–12) .

Under the Old Covenant, the Ark was God’s dwelling place .  Under the New 
Covenant, God “tabernacles” or dwells among us in the Incarnation . The word 
translated “dwelt” in John 1:14 is eskēnōsen, which includes the meaning “to 
abide or dwell in a tabernacle or tent .” As sacred as it was, the Ark of the Covenant 
was merely a shadow or type of the presence of God that would take up residence 
among human beings in the person of Jesus Christ . (See Hebrews 9:1–10; 10:1–25; 
12:24 .)

In a very real sense, when the shepherds found Jesus in Bethlehem-Ephrathah 
lying in a manger, they went into His tabernacle and worshipped at His footstool 
(Psalm 132:7) .  Because of the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant, God’s priests are 
clothed with righteousness and His saints shout for joy (Psalm 132:9, 16) .
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 » Can you think of other Psalms that could be called messianic psalms? Explain.

B. A Savior Is Born
The message of the angel of the Lord to the shepherds included these joyous 

words: “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord” (Luke 2:11) . Although the word “Saviour” does not appear in Matthew, the 
same angel who spoke to the shepherds appeared to Joseph in a dream with words 
that also identified Jesus as the Savior (Matthew 1:21) .

The name Jesus, transliterated from the Greek Iēsous, means “Yahweh-Savior” 
(or “Jehovah-Savior) . It can also be translated “Yahweh will save” and “Yahweh is 
Savior .” The first two letters of the name, Iē, are transliterated from the Hebrew Yah, 
an abbreviation for Yahweh . This abbreviation, rendered by the KJV as JAH, appears 
in Psalm 68:4 . Yahweh is the third person singular form of the Hebrew “to be” verb . 
It means “he is,” or “he will be .” The first person singular form of this verb is used in 
Exodus 3:14 where God identified Himself as “I AM .” The last four letters of the Greek 
form of the Messiah’s name, sous, are translated from a form of the Hebrew yasha, 
which refers to salvation or deliverance . Thus, the name Jesus literally means “He is 
Savior” or “He will save .” This identifies Jesus as the Savior . Many people in various 
language groups of the world have received some form of the name “Jesus,” but the 
Savior is the only person ever to receive this name by divine appointment, because 
only He is the Savior of the world .

The word “Savior” appears twenty-four times in the New Testament . In eight cases, 
God is identified as Savior . (See Luke 1:47; I Timothy 1:1; 2:3; 4:10; Titus 1:3; 2:10; 
3:4; Jude 1:25 .) In fourteen references, the Savior is identified as Jesus or Christ . (See 
Luke 2:11; John 4:42; Acts 5:31; 13:23; Ephesians 5:23; Philippians 3:20; II Timothy 
1:10; Titus 1:4; 2:13; 3:6; II Peter 1:1, 11; 2:20; 3:18 .) In one case each, the Savior is 
referred to as Lord (II Peter 3:18) and Son (I John 4:14) .

The King James Version of II Peter 1:1 presents an interesting reading, since several 
verses identify the Savior as God, while most refer to the Savior as Jesus or Christ .

“Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained 
like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ .”

Most translations follow the Greek text with more precision . For example, “Simon 
Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have obtained like 
precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ” (NKJV) .

God is our Savior . Jesus Christ is our Savior . Since Jesus is God, there is no 
contradiction in any of these verses . For there to be any contradiction, there would 
have to be verses with readings like God is not our Savior, or Jesus is not our Savior, 
or Jesus is not God . Such readings do not exist .
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III. WE PREACH THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL
Some people question the content of the gospel, but Paul explained it clearly . He 

wrote, “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto 
you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain” 
(I Corinthians 15:1–2) . As we keep reading, we discover the gospel, which means 
“good news,” consists of three truths that first appeared in the Old Testament .

A. Jesus Died
The first aspect of the gospel is that Christ died for our sins . This is good news, 

because it means the sin problem has been solved .
It is important to remember the gospel was first found in the “scripture,” a reference 

here to the Hebrew Scriptures, the Old Testament . This underscores New Testament 
statements concerning the fact the Old Testament is a Christ-centered document . 
(See John 5:39, 46–47; Luke 24:27, 32, 44–47 .)

The death of the Messiah for our sins is a theme running throughout the Hebrew 
Scriptures, for the entire sacrificial system of the Law of Moses was a figure (parabolē) 
of the sacrifice of Christ on His cross . (See Hebrews 9:9–14; 10:1–14 .) As translated 
by the NKJV, the sacrificial system “was symbolic” (Hebrews 9:9) . In addition, the 
prophets foretold the death of the Messiah as an offering for sin . (See, i .e ., Isaiah 
53:10–12) .

B. Jesus Was Buried
The burial of Jesus was proof of His death . He did not merely faint or swoon as a 

result of his intense suffering . The Scriptures anticipated His burial (Isaiah 53:8–9) .
Precise fulfillment of the prophecy that He would be buried with the rich is seen 

in that “there came a rich man of Arimathæa, named Joseph, who also himself was 
Jesus’ disciple: He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus .  .  .  . And laid it in his 
own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock” (Matthew 27:57–58, 60) .

C. Jesus Rose Again
On the Day of Pentecost, Peter quoted Psalm 16:8–11 to affirm the resurrection 

of Jesus from the dead (Acts 2:25–28) . Jesus Himself referred to Jonah’s experience 
in the whale’s belly as a sign of His own death, burial, and resurrection (Matthew 
12:38–41) .

The resurrection of Jesus is good news for us, because it is a guarantee of the 
resurrection of all those who belong to Him (I Corinthians 15:12–23, 49–54) . Our 
blessed hope is the “glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ” 
(Titus 2:13) . 

 »  Sometimes the gospel is referred to as the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 
Why is it better to always include the phrase “according to the Scriptures”?
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IV. IT IS THE GOSPEL THAT SAVES US
It is important to know the content of the gospel . Paul, who gave us that content in a 

concise statement showing how the gospel is rooted in Old Testament prophecy, wrote, 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16) .

The gospel is not something to which we merely give mental assent . It is something 
we obey (II Thessalonians 1:8) . The Christian life begins when we place our faith in 
Jesus Christ for salvation (I Corinthians 15:1–2) . It continues when genuine faith 
leads us to ongoing conformity to the image of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29) . This 
involves repentance and baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, as Peter pointed out 
on Pentecost (Acts 2:38) . Repentant faith and baptism effect the remission of sin and 
secure the promise of the Holy Spirit, the sign of which is the miracle of speaking 
in a language never learned . (See Acts 2:4–11; 10:44–48; 19:1–6 and also Romans 
6:1–6; Galatians 3:26–27; Colossians 2:11–14; I Peter 3:21 .)

 » Why does genuine faith result in obedience? 

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
As shocking as it may be to say, the Law of Moses was not good news . Paul 

described it as the “ministry of death” and the “ministry of condemnation” which 
was passing away (II Corinthians 3:7–9, NKJV) . It had “a shadow of the good things 
to come, and not the very image of the things,” and it could never perfect those who 
followed it (Hebrews 10:1–10, NKJV) .

A significant portion of the New Testament is taken up with comparing and 
contrasting the Old Covenant—the Law of Moses—and the New Covenant . This began 
early in the Gospels (John 1:17), continued in Acts (Acts 13:39; 15), and had a high 
profile in Paul’s letters and Hebrews .

The gospel is good news—news of rescue, deliverance, hope, salvation, and 
eternal life in the presence of Jesus (Philippians 1:19–23) .

How do you relate to God? Are you hoping someday to measure up enough by your 
good works that you will be counted worthy of salvation? Or have you embraced the 
good news that salvation is a free gift of God enjoyed by those who have believed 
on Jesus and who have followed His invitation to be identified with Him in His death, 
burial, and resurrection?
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Hebrews 11:6

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he 
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him .

        LESSON TEXT 
Hebrews 11:1–14

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen . 
2 For by it the elders obtained a good report .
3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that 

things which are seen were not made of things which do appear .
4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 

witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh . 
5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because 

God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God .
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe 

that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him .
7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared 

an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of 
the righteousness which is by faith .

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive 
for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went .

9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:

10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God .
11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a 

child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised .
12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the 

sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable .
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, 

and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth .

14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country .

FOCUS THOUGHT
When we put our faith in Him, God responds to our faith.

God Responds to Faith

Lesson 5
December 29, 2019
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
There are certain things in nature that just 

naturally attract one another . Bring the North 
pole of one magnet into proximity with the South 
pole of another, and the result is universally 
consistent . One need not be a trained scientist 
nor even understand why it occurs to observe 
this powerful response . The one will draw the 
other without exception .

Offer the root of a plant a source of water 
somewhere in the soil nearby, and that root 
will grow purposefully in that direction . It will 
work around obstacles and barriers to reach the 
water . Why? It is attracted to it .

God is not to be compared with an inanimate 
magnet nor an insentient plant root, but He 
has bound Himself by some spiritual principles 
which are just as consistent as these glimpses 
from nature . One of these foundational 
elements of His nature is this: God is attracted 
to faith . One need not be a theologian nor even 
understand exactly why this is so to benefit from 
this truth . In every situation, in every era, and for 
every person, God will respond to faith . It is an 
immutable part of who He is . 

        OUTLINE
I. GOD CALLED ABRAHAM

A .  No Clear Destination
B . Told to Leave His Family Behind

II. ABRAHAM WENT BY FAITH
A .   Left Ur
B . Went Looking for a City 

III.  GOD RESPONDED TO ABRAHAM  
AND SARAH’S FAITH

A .   They Were Both Beyond Child-Bearing 
Age

B .  Abraham and Sarah Had Struggles with 
Their Faith

C .  God Gave Them the Promised Child, 
Isaac 

IV. GOD RESPONDS TO OUR FAITH

         CULTURE CONNECTION
LAUNCH INTO THE UNKNOWN

An energetic young man went from a single-parent home to doing missionary work 
in an undisclosed location . In his young adulthood, the Lord spoke to him about going 
to China . It seemed like an impossible dream to go into a nation that was closed to the 
gospel and that still works to destroy the message of Jesus and His followers .

As this man grew in his walk with the Lord, he began to minister in various churches . 
Through faith, prayer, and fasting, the Lord showed up in powerful ways, healing and 
transforming lives . One year at the UPCI General Conference, this young man prayed 
that he would come in contact with a certain, mighty missionary from the continent 
of Asia . This young man wanted confirmation as to whether or not he should go into 
China . The missionary couple he wanted to meet led a powerful church and disciple-
training school in their own nation on that continent . 

At that conference, a friend of the young minister suddenly brought the missionary 
couple over to meet the aspiring missionary . The young preacher was shocked and 
overwhelmed to see this was actually playing out as he had prayed . Not only did the 
experienced missionaries invite the young man, they confirmed his calling and later 
brought him onto their team, giving him experience with multiple nationalities for years 
before releasing him into the dangerous world of a closed country . Like Abraham, a child 
of God must accept the Lord’s vision for one’s life by faith, letting Him work out the details .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD CALLED ABRAHAM
It must have been an amazing moment when the voice of a God he did not know 

spoke distinctly to Abraham . He lived, after all, in a pagan land in which idolatry was 
the norm . The statues and images he had worshipped heretofore had certainly never 
spoken to him because they lacked life and the ability to do so . The idea of hearing 
the voice of a “god” was undoubtedly more than Abraham could grasp .

And yet it happened! And it happened with such striking clarity that Abraham was 
compelled to obey . “Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee” 
(Genesis 12:1) . This was not a random event . God did not arbitrarily select a person 
from the city of Ur to be the one to hear His voice . He chose Abraham by design . This 
was a specific moment with specific requirements featuring specific promises to a 
specific man . Abraham was divinely called by God Himself, and the instructions were 
anything but easy ones .

A. No Clear Destination
Abraham was told to depart from his homeland and to set out to find a city, but 

there was no more information given than that . God did not inform Abraham about 
which way to go, how far to travel, nor how to know when he had arrived . In today’s 
world, we are prone to type our destination into a smart phone or a GPS system 
before ever leaving our driveway . Even if such had been available to Abraham, he 
had been given no information about what destination to input .

There are times in our lives when we feel somewhat similar in our confusion . During 
times of storms and trials, we often do not know which way to go . We are uncertain 
about how long the journey of this trial will last . We are not even certain how to know 
when we have traversed far enough in it . What is the end game? Where will this lead? 
Abraham teaches us that God sometimes requires our faith to compel us to action 
even when we do not have all the answers . We are given an instruction without clear 
details . What we lack in particulars, we must supplement with faith!

 »  Think of a time when God gave you instructions without all the specifics. How did you 
handle that? How would you handle it better today?

B. Told to Leave His Family Behind
It was not enough that God asked him to depart from his homeland, God further 

required Abraham to leave his family behind . The journey he would take was to be a 
solitary one . He could not depend on the comfort or companionship of those with whom 
he had previously resided . This trip was to be made after leaving his kindred behind .

One might speculate about the reasons for this . Perhaps God knew these others, not 
having experienced His voice as had Abraham, would quickly revert to their old, idolatrous 
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ways . Perhaps He knew Abraham would never fully trust Him if he had family members to 
depend on . Perhaps He desired Abraham’s focus not be divided . Whatever the reason, this 
additional requirement only made Abraham’s decision to obey that much more difficult .

But then God is not primarily interested in our ease . He calls us to faith demonstrated 
by obedience despite the difficulties generated by His words . There will be a challenge 
in pursuing God’s will wholly because His ways and our ways are nearly always contrary 
to one another . But His ways lead inexorably to the land of which He promised .

 »  Has your obedience to God ever separated you from someone you cared about? What 
lessons did you learn from that experience?

II. ABRAHAM WENT BY FAITH
The most astounding thing about this Scriptural introduction to Abraham is not 

that God called him and asked a hard thing of him, but it is found in Abraham’s 
response to the voice of a God whom he had just heard for the very first time . “So 
Abraham departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him  .  .  .” (Genesis 12:4) . We read 
of no hesitation . Abraham offered no debate or counterproposal to God . He simply 
loaded up his household and departed .

This was a supreme demonstration of faith, for nothing else would have allowed him 
to respond in that fashion . Faith is always exhibited in such obedience . Faith is more 
than simply mental assent to what God has spoken; faith is the active decision to do 
what He has said . Thus, when Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees, he qualified himself for 
inclusion in the great chapter of faith found in Hebrews 11 . “By faith Abraham, when 
he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went” (Hebrews 11:8) .

A. Left Ur
We can be reasonably sure that Abraham’s friends and family could not understand 

why Abraham was leaving . Can you imagine how his explanation must have sounded 
to these idolaters? “God spoke to you and told you to leave? Why? How long will you be 
gone?” Abraham had no answers to such questions, but he did have a commandment 
to go . And so he did, walking away from everything that was comfortable and safe .

Faith in God will often take us outside our comfortable surroundings into a land 
which is marked by questions and uncertainties . We will generally be required to follow 
God’s leading on a faith journey which will take us to new places spiritually . And the 
unfamiliar can be frightening . Abraham dwelled “in a strange country .” (See Hebrews 
11:9 .) Faith demanded that he trade his comfortable surroundings for a progression of 
indeterminate tomorrows, while his only security was the voice of a God he barely knew .

B. Went Looking for a City
Even more strange to those he left was Abraham’s answer to the question on 

most lips . “Where are you going?” Abraham could but shrug, smile, and attempt to 
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explain that God had simply told him to seek a city whose foundation was built by 
God Himself . And so he did . “For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God” (Hebrews 11:10) .

Our quest is like unto his . We, too, are ultimately looking for entrance to a city which 
God alone has built . “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (Revelation 21:2) . 
But even between now and our arrival in our ultimate home, we are seekers here 
below as well . We seek His favor . We seek His face . We seek Him . We desire that 
every day spent in this wilderness we traverse brings us ever closer to the one who 
called us in the first place . The faith by which Abraham sought a city is the same faith 
by which we seek the builder of that city .

 »  What are you currently seeking from God? Do you feel any closer to it than when you 
started? What do you think is the key to continuing to pursue it?

III. GOD REPONDED TO ABRAHAM AND SARAH’S FAITH
The commandment of God to Abraham was accompanied by some wonderful 

promises: 

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy 
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed. (Genesis 12:2–3) 

When Abraham and his immediate family left Ur behind, this active demonstration 
of his faith secured the fulfillment of these promises . There remained no question 
as to his becoming a great nation nor of God’s blessing in his life, because he had 
demonstrated his faith in God . God always responds to faith!

A. They Were Both Beyond Child-Bearing Age
The journey to seeing their family become a great nation seemed longer than the 

one from Ur to their yet unknown physical destination . Abraham and Sarah were 
both biologically and physiologically incapable of producing the work God had 
promised . A child? At their age? This was quite simply medically impossible . Not 
merely unlikely, but impossible!

It is commonly true that God’s promises do not just seem unlikely, but impossible . 
They counter logic, nature, and facts . Faith is not bound by such things, but instead 
accounts God’s words as more important than anything else one can observe . Our 
senses attempt to tell us what is true in the world governed by natural laws . Our faith 
tells us what is true in the realm governed by His word . Abraham and Sarah’s bodies 
might have denied the possibilities of family expansion, but faith demanded they 
believe something different no matter how hard that might be .
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B. Abraham and Sarah Had Struggles with Their Faith
Faith is easy to exercise in the abstract, but in the concrete details of life it can be 

harder to employ . When God said He would make a great nation through Abraham, 
it was no doubt difficult to imagine, but Abraham must have believed God would 
do something outside the norm to bring it to pass . Perhaps he would adopt a son . 
Perhaps God would simply create one . Whatever might be, it was easier to grasp than 
these words . “And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call 
her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be . And I will bless her, and give thee a son 
also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people 
shall be of her” (Genesis 17:15–16) .

When God explained to Abraham his specific plans for the birth of a son, the 
reaction from these promise recipients was not exemplary . “Then Abraham fell upon 
his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an 
hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear?” (Genesis 17:17) . 
“Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have 
pleasure, my lord being old also? (Genesis 18:12) .

It is somewhat comforting that even the “father of the faithful” struggled to believe 
God’s plan, because we often do likewise . We can clearly read what God’s Word 
promises, and yet we have difficulty understanding how such glorious things can 
happen . We fall into the same trap as Abraham of trying to explain the “how” of 
God’s promises rather than simply accept the reality of them . If God has spoken it, 
we do not have to figure out how he will carry out His words . When doubts try to 
trouble our minds, we should simply remind ourselves of this truth: 

God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should 
repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? Or hath he spoken, and shall he 
not make it good? (Numbers 23:19)

God understands our frame and knows just how difficult it can be for our human 
minds to accept a promise of the miraculous . He does not reject us for our struggles in 
this area, but He does call us consistently to believe Him . Doing so has great reward!

 »  Consider a long-standing prayer request you have had. Have you been guilty of trying 
to figure out “how” God will answer? Explain.

C. God Gave Them the Promised Child, Isaac
God gently confronted the lapse in Abraham and Sarah’s faith and strengthened 

it by reaffirming His ability and by reiterating His promise to them . “Is any thing too 
hard for the Lord? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time 
of life, and Sarah shall have a son” (Genesis 18:14) .

This word apparently renewed their trust in God, for just as God had said, Sarah 
did indeed conceive a son! “And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord 
did unto Sarah as he had spoken . For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in 

AD Winter W19-20 TM.indd   39 4/26/19   1:54 PM



40

his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him” (Genesis 21:1–2) .
Every aspect of God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah was fulfilled . The son came 

just as God said and just when God promised . Though they were relatively new in 
their relationship with this God who had introduced himself back in Ur, they now 
had tangible proof that His word is always dependable . Each time the baby cried, 
Isaac was announcing to his parents the faithfulness of God . When one examines 
Abraham’s life, this event seems to have helped him round the corner in trusting 
the voice of God, even to the point that when God tested him some time later, 
he took his precious son to the top of Mt . Moriah to offer Isaac to the Lord . (See 
Genesis 22:1–14 .) Abraham’s faith produced the fulfillment of God’s promise, and 
God’s fulfillment of this promise further established Abraham’s faith .

 » What is something God has done for you that dramatically increased your faith?

IV. GOD RESPONDS TO OUR FAITH
What was true of Abraham and Sarah is also true for us . God responds to faith! He 

responds to our trust in Him which is the “evidence of things not seen!” (See Hebrews 
11:1 .) This fact is clearly established throughout Scripture (Hebrews 11:6; James 1:6–
7; Mark 11:22–23) . We will allow its voice to speak to us to confirm this truth .

In that God responds to faith which is shown through obedience, how can you demon-
strate your faith to God more clearly this week in order to see God respond in your life?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Every one of us faces situations in life which require our faith . We encounter 

difficulties, challenges, battles, and struggles . To navigate such times, it is mandatory 
that we live a life of faith . Faith is to be the essence of our spiritual existence, for the 
prophet Habakkuk recorded, “ .  .  . but the just shall live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2:4) . 
When we live guided and comforted by faith, the journey is a much more pleasant one .

There is an old story about a traveler in the early days of United States western 
expansion who came to the mighty Mississippi River . Upon encountering that vast 
waterway, he was dismayed to realize there was no bridge by which to cross it . 
Fortunately for him, it was winter, and the intense cold had sheeted the great river 
over with ice . The path looked good on the surface, but the traveler was afraid to trust 
himself to it, not knowing how thick it really was .

Finally, with infinite caution, he crept on his hands and knees and managed to get 
halfway over . And then he heard it . Singing! Yes, he heard singing coming ever closer 
from behind him . Cautiously and gingerly he turned . And there, out of the dusk, came 
another traveler, singing with great joy and gusto . He was driving a four-horse load 
of coal over the ice .  Two travelers on the same journey, one scared and one singing .

Such is the effect of faith . It stills our fears, knowing that beyond our sight is the 
strength we need . For when we demonstrate faith by our obedience to God, He 
always responds by fulfilling exactly what He has promised .
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Hebrews 12:2

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God .

           LESSON TEXT 
Hebrews 12:1–3

1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us,

2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God . 

3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be 
wearied and faint in your minds .

II Kings 4:18–21, 32–37
18 And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out to his father to the reapers . 
19 And he said unto his father, My head, my head . And he said to a lad, Carry him to his mother . 
20 And when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees till 

noon, and then died .
21 And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon 

him, and went out .
 .  .  .  .  .

32 And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed . 
33 He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the LORD .
34 And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes 

upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon the child; and 
the flesh of the child waxed warm .

35 Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself 
upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes .

36 And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite . So he called her . And when she 
was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son .

37 Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up her 
son, and went out .

FOCUS THOUGHT
To survive the trials of life, we must have enduring faith.

Enduring Faith

Lesson 6
January 5, 2020
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        OUTLINE
I.  THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN AND HER 

HUSBAND BUILT A ROOM FOR ELISHA
A .  She Wanted to Take Care of the Prophet
B .  She Wanted Him to Stay with Them 

When He Came to Town

II.  THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN WAS 
UNABLE TO HAVE A CHILD

A .   Her Faith Remained in God and His 
Miracle-Working Power

B .  She Stayed Faithful Though Her Desires 
Were Not Rewarded

C . The Prophet Asked What She Desired

III. GOD GAVE HER A SON
A .   Elisha Prophesied Over Her
B .  God Honored Her Enduring Faith by 

Giving Her a Son 

IV.  JESUS ENDURED THE CROSS  
TO SAVE US

V.   GOD CALLS US TO ENDURE OUR TRIALS 
BY FAITH

        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Clearly faith is needed at all times during 

our walk with God, because we cannot please 
Him without it (Hebrews 11:6) . But faith that 
lasts is particularly important during times of 
adversity . It is meant to be the anchor for our 
vessel during stormy seasons at sea . If our faith 
is only operative in good times, then we have 
little hope of long-term spiritual survival .

The prophet Jeremiah addressed this truth: “If 
thou hast run with the footmen, and they have 
wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with 
horses? and if in the land of peace, wherein 
thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt 
thou do in the swelling of Jordan?” (Jeremiah 
12:5) . If our faith cannot last in good times, then 
it certainly will fail us when needed most . Faith 
that endures must be the intention of the man 
who is focused on eternity .

From his life observations, Solomon wrote that 
the swiftest man does not always win the race, 
and the strongest man is not always triumphant 
in battle (Ecclesiastes 9:11) . But Jesus explained 
the key to victorious living . “He that endureth to 
the end shall be saved” (Matthew 10:22) . 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
NOTHING TO BE DEPRESSED ABOUT

Everyone can be bought for a price, they say . However, Turner could not . At least his 
“price” would have to have been much more than 4 .3 million dollars . That is how much 
money he turned down to hang onto what he valued much more than cash: a family 
in the faith . Many believers would struggle at the thought of saying no to free money .

During the 1930’s, anyone hearing word that they were heir to a multimillion-dollar 
legacy would have quickly done whatever it took to receive their prize . Turner and his wife 
Flora, however, took the matter to prayer . Receiving the inheritance was contingent on 
moving to England . This prayerful mother and father, though needing a financial boost 
for their many children, searched first to see if a body of believers could be found in that 
area . They did not want to raise a family without the influence of an apostolic church . 

The search was unsuccessful . Rather than risk the souls of his children by taking 
them away from the godly church family he had at home, Turner declined the offer . 
One need not pity this family . Multiple generations later, nearly every one of Turner 
and Flora Gleason’s 150 descendants are in the Truth . From this family have flowed 
teachers, preachers, Bible college presidents, district superintendents, missionaries, 
evangelists, and faithful believers, including Stan Gleason, Assistant General 
Superintendent in the UPCI . What is better than being a Great-Depression-era tycoon? 
Being patriarch to a family that will live forever .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN AND HER HUSBAND BUILT A ROOM FOR ELISHA
God’s prophets to Israel in the Old Testament were often itinerate in their ministry . 

While they may have had a home city from which they traveled, God’s mission 
frequently compelled them to traverse the Holy Land to carry out His work . Elisha 
was one such man, and his journeys would with some regularity take him to the city 
of Shunem, a small village belonging to the tribe of Issachar and located near the 
Jezreel Valley .

In that hamlet resided a devout couple who had a genuine love for God and his 
kingdom . They demonstrated this love in a tangible way, as all true love must be 
shown, for abstract love is not truly love . This couple decided that Elijah needed 
a place to utilize as his own when he passed by their home, so they set about a 
construction process to that end . They built a “little chamber” on the wall of their 
house and furnished it for Elisha’s comfort . It became the prophet’s practice to turn 
into their home each time he passed through Shunem . (See II Kings 4:8–10 .)

A. She Wanted to Take Care of the Prophet
The genesis of this idea for housing Elisha during his stays came from the heart of 

this unnamed lady . She conveyed her desire to her husband, and he joined with her 
in this project . Though their generosity was rewarded, it is important to note that the 
gesture of kindness in constructing the chamber was an act of altruism . It stemmed 
simply from their desire to care for God’s messenger in their lives .

Such a desire is always found in those who love and honor the Lord . Anyone who 
professes a loyalty to Christ will also have a deeply seated desire to be a blessing to 
His messengers . No, preachers are not some special category of Christians who are 
better than others . And no, they should not demand nor expect special treatment 
from other members of the body of Christ . Still, it is entirely appropriate and even 
beneficial for those who are consistently blessed by preaching to desire to return 
that blessing in tangible ways .

 »  What are some specific ways your pastor is a blessing in your life? Purpose to write 
your pastor a note this week expressing your gratitude.

B. She Wanted Him to Stay with Them When He Came to Town
One commendable attitude this woman in the Biblical account had was that she 

was determined Elisha would be their guest . Of all the homes in which he could 
stay, her desire was that he come to theirs . Her passion is clearly seen in the Biblical 
narrative . “And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great 
woman; and she constrained him to eat bread” (II Kings 4:8) . It was not a passive 
wish; hers was a consuming desire . She “constrained” him to come to her home . 
One can envision her running from her home to meet the man of God as he passed 
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by and physically drawing him into their home . She was unmoved by what others 
thought; she was desperate for a visit from Elisha .

This account is particularly instructive when one considers that Elisha’s name 
means “God is Salvation .” Though this lady was a “great” woman, she did not in 
any fashion sit idly by in some expectation that “God is Salvation” would come 
to see her, and neither can we . We must also be driven by a passionate desire to 
commune with God . What others may or may not do to connect with Him is generally 
inconsequential . What will we do? How hungry are we? Are we willing to ensure that 
if “God is Salvation” abides in anyone’s home, it will be ours?

II. THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN WAS UNABLE TO HAVE A CHILD
Woven deeply into the creative nature of women is the desire to nurture a child . 

Because of that longing, having to deal with childlessness is a most difficult and 
personally painful trial . The Shunammite woman had known this sting for years, and 
the ache in her soul was accentuated every time she observed a mother and child . 
She desperately wanted to know that same joy .

A. Her Faith Remained in God and His Miracle-Working Power
This lady had undoubtedly poured out her heart’s desire to God regularly through 

the years . Yet despite her heartfelt pleas to God, she had seemed to receive nothing 
in reply from Heaven but silence . Such circumstances have the capacity to irreparably 
damage one’s faith . When God’s reply to our deepest desire is either “no” or “wait,” 
we begin to hear Hell’s whisper that God cannot be trusted .

Instead, this lady of Shunem chose to remain faithful to God in spite of her ongoing 
disappointment . That she had conquered the temptation for bitterness can be seen 
in her ready response to the visit of the prophet . She did not project any anger 
toward God on His servant . Rather with open arms she embraced the opportunity to 
do good to God’s work by caring for His messenger . She continued to believe in the 
miraculous as had been consistently displayed in Elisha’s ministry .

 » Have you ever been angry at God? Describe the situation and how you overcame.

B. She Stayed Faithful Though Her Desires Were Not Rewarded
Her faithfulness when the prophet arrived in Shunem was merely a reflection of her 

life before that time . Elisha’s presence did not produce faithfulness in her; it merely 
revealed it . Through each long, childless year, the Shunammite woman continued 
to be faithful . Although her heart was torn with every announcement of a happy 
couple’s impending birth, still she remained faithful though her arms were empty .

The true measure of our faith is not found in answered prayers, but in unanswered 
ones . When our deepest desires go unfulfilled, then the mettle of our trust in God 
is revealed . Will we be faithful? Will we be worshippers? Will we remain confident 
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both in God’s ability and in His goodness? The ancient witness of a disappointed but 
faithful witness in Shunem calls us to our best .

C. The Prophet Asked What She Desired
In response to her generosity, Elisha inquired of this good lady what she might 

want . We cannot be sure what prompted her response, or perhaps more accurately her 
lack of one . In that moment she did not choose to reveal to the prophet her deepest 
desire . Perhaps she considered that a sacred conversation to be held with God alone .

While there is merit to that perspective in our lives, still in general we should 
never be ashamed or embarrassed to express our righteous desires to God . In fact, 
we are instructed to do so . “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God” 
(Philippians 4:6) .

Clearly God already knows our hearts, and He does not need us to express our 
desires so He can finally become aware of them . Expressing our petitions to Him 
is not for His benefit, but ours . When we give voice to our requests, we engage our 
faith in a tangible way . We express our confidence in God by asking, even when the 
request has been previously presented . Importunity is not demonstrating a lack of 
faith . It is the evidence of our faith’s continued viability . For if we did not believe 
in God, we would not continue to ask, seek, or knock . Presenting our longstanding 
requests to God is the proof of our faithfulness!

 » Why do you believe we are sometimes hesitant to express our deepest desires to God?

III. GOD GAVE HER A SON

A. Elisha Prophesied Over Her
When the Shunammite did not express any specific request to him, Elisha asked 

his servant, Gehazi, what might be done for her . Gehazi explained her childless 
condition, and accordingly Elisha summoned her again . He spoke with prophetic 
authority, “About this season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a 
son” (II Kings 4:16) .

It is fascinating to note that when this direct word from God came to her, her faith 
wavered for perhaps the first time . Her response was not, “Thank you, Prophet! I 
receive your word!” No, instead she actually gave voice to her doubt . “And she said, 
Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid” (II King 4:16) .

Experience teaches us that quite often the moment of our faith’s greatest trial is at 
the verge of the answer coming . It is somewhat easier to believe in God’s purpose in 
the cloudy waters of “someday” than it is to accept the fulfillment of His plan in the 
tumultuous “now!” When we approach the point of our miracle, we should make a 
focused effort to continue to express faith when the fear of further disappointment 
lures us to doubt .

AD Winter W19-20 TM.indd   45 4/26/19   1:54 PM



46

 »  Do you believe our faith is often tested the most just before the answer to our prayers 
comes? Explain.

B. God Honored Her Enduring Faith by Giving Her a Son
The great news of this passage is that God evidently gave more credence to her 

years of faith than to her moment of doubt . Her womb was not opened because 
of her rousing faith in this moment, for she had none . Instead, the promised child 
arrived because of her resilient faith over the years . Thankfully God responds more 
to faith that exhibits endurance than excitement .

It is far easier to have a “faith moment” in a powerful Sunday church service than 
to have a “faith life” on mundane Mondays . God desires our faith to endure as did 
this lady’s . She had known so much heartbreak that it finally overwhelmed her when 
the prophet presented God’s promise . She verbalized doubt . But thankfully when 
that occurred, God reached into the reservoir of her consistent, faithful prayers and 
service to Him for years, and responded to that faith to bring about her miracle . When 
we remain faithful in the face of temporarily unanswered prayers, we are stockpiling 
faith against a day God has chosen for our deliverance, even if our faith wavers at 
that moment . Enduring faith speaks up then!

 » Discuss the difference between faith in a moment and faithfulness over a lifetime.

IV. JESUS ENDURED THE CROSS TO SAVE US
The man, Christ Jesus, hung on a cross not for moments, but for hours . With every 

labored breath He had both the knowledge that He was not suffering for anything He 
had done and the ability to end it with one cry to the angels . (See Matthew 26:53 .) 
And yet, when the six hours were over, Jesus was able to utter His great, victorious 
declaration . “When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: 
and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost” (John 19:30) .

This was a most agonizing trial of His faith . The Bible is quite clear that the 
experience on Calvary was something He had to endure (Hebrews 12:2) . It is 
completely understandable that in the midst of this ordeal, as a man His flesh cried 
out, “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 
27:46) . For the first time He felt Heaven’s rejection and the shame of sin . And He 
could have ended it with one word!

Yet, in that moment, Christ demonstrated for us the power of enduring faith . Amid 
His agony, He kept His focus on the results and rewards to be achieved if He simply 
remained faithful .

V. GOD CALLS US TO ENDURE OUR TRIALS BY FAITH
While the clear majority of us will likely never face an execution like Jesus did, we 

all will have our faith tried by life’s circumstances . These times are rarely anticipated, 
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never enjoyable, and always painful . But they are also consistently beneficial to our 
eternal purpose . “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold 
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (I Peter 1:7) .

The way we will not only survive these times of adversity but also thrive in them is 
if we have faith that endures . We cannot allow our trust and confidence in God to be 
determined or defined by the particular path we are walking during any one season 
of life . What happens in this realm is not what matters . For what is our faith readying 
us? “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (II Corinthians 4:17) .

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
In many real senses, we are far removed from the lady of Shunem . We live in a 

different time . We face different challenges . We are in a new covenant with God, 
living on this side of Calvary .

And yet, in many ways, the human experience is the same . We know the sting of 
prayer that appears to be unanswered . We face the daunting challenge of remaining 
faithful when the voice of our flesh calls for the contrary . In their book titled Children 
at Risk, Dr . James Dobson and Gary Bauer illustrate victory over this challenge 
beautifully .

“One of the most tragic events during the Reagan Presidency was the Sunday 
morning terrorist bombing of the Marine barracks in Beirut, in which hundreds 
of Americans were killed or wounded as they slept . Many of us can still recall the 
terrible scenes as the dazed survivors worked to dig out their trapped brothers from 
beneath the rubble .

“A few days after the tragedy, I recall coming across an extraordinary story . Marine 
Corps Commandant Paul X Kelly visited some of the wounded survivors then in a 
Frankfurt, Germany, hospital . Among them was Corporal Jeffrey Lee Nashton, severely 
wounded in the incident . Nashton had so many tubes running in and out of his body 
that a witness said he looked more like a machine than a man; yet he survived .

“As Kelly neared him, Nashton, struggling to move and racked with pain, motioned 
for a piece of paper and a pen . He wrote a brief note and passed it back to the 
Commandant . On the slip of paper were but two words–“Semper Fi,” the Latin motto 
of the Marines meaning forever faithful .”

When our battle is over and our commander receives us, may we have that same 
testimony . Through all our wounds and scars, when we finish our race, may our 
enduring faith shout our declaration as well: Forever faithful! And then forever home!
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Hebrews 12:11 

Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward 
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby .

        LESSON TEXT 
Hebrews 12:5–11

5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, 
despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:

6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth .
7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the 

father chasteneth not?
8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and 

not sons .
9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them 

reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?
10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, 

that we might be partakers of his holiness .
11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless 

afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby .

FOCUS THOUGHT
If we remain faithful to God in the difficult times of trials and correction, as the result God will 
bring the spiritual perfection we need into our lives and make us righteous.

Faithful in Correction

Lesson 7
January 12, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
One of the most difficult experiences a person 

can face is that of working through the difficulties 
of the treatment, trial, and loss involved in the 
severe illness of a child . 

Twenty-five years ago, at a time when medical 
advancements in the treatment of childhood blood 
cancers had not reached the levels they have 
today, an Apostolic family was suddenly facing 
the tragic diagnosis of their two-year-old son 
Jonathan . The young boy had developed childhood 
leukemia . An oral chemotherapy regimen was 
only experimental, so the young boy was placed 
on intravenous infusions over many months . The 
cancer took its toll as did the chemo’s severe, 
debilitating side effects . 

Yet in the midst of uncertainty and suffering 
came numerous testimonies of the miraculous 
hand of God in their difficult circumstance . In a 
fallen world of sickness and pain they witnessed 
the supernatural power of God in their lives in 
ways they had never experienced before . 

        OUTLINE
I. JONAH RAN FROM GOD’S CALL

A .   He Took a Ship to Tarshish in 
Disobedience

B .  He Was Confronted with an Inescapable 
Storm 

II.  JONAH KNEW GOD WAS TRYING TO 
CORRECT HIM

A . He Was Thrown Overboard 
B .  He Repented in the Belly of the Fish and 

Was Spit Out on Dry Ground
C .  He Obeyed the Lord and Went to 

Nineveh to Preach

III.  GOD’S CORRECTION HELPS US 
BECOME RIGHTEOUS

A . The Lord Disciplines Those He Loves
B .  His Correction Is That We May Partake in 

His Holiness
C .  His Correction Is That We May Yield the 

Fruit of Righteousness 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
WHEN REJECTED, LOVE

Asia Bibi (Aasiya Noreen) knows what it is like to stand for Jesus in a hostile country . 
In Pakistan, this woman was sentenced to death for speaking against the Islamic faith . 
As a wife and mother, her family was thrown into panic when she was imprisoned 
by her government many years ago . When the justice system ruled in her favor and 
acquitted her for insufficient evidence, Asia’s haters became violent, threatening the 
lawyers, judges, and her family with death . 

Jonah also knew what it was like to reach out to a hateful people . While such hostile 
countries exist around the globe, people of faith in America have always enjoyed the 
freedom to share their faith with others . At least, the America of a generation ago was 
tolerant to Christianity . Now, a new generation has arisen from the womb of Hollywood, 
nursed on the bottle of humanistic education . Western society grows increasingly 
hostile to the message and work of Jesus Christ .

How should Asia respond to her haters? What does one learn from Jonah and his 
angry reaction to the Lord sparing Ninevah? The Lord cares about people—even the 
ones who hurt His children . In a world where homosexual rhetoric, destructive policies, 
and godless motives are applauded, a person of purity swims against a stream of filth . 
While a believer will become incensed at times when observing the outrageous beliefs 
and behaviors in society, one must keep the mission and the method in focus: love 
them to Jesus .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
Over many months of treatment and life-threatening emergencies, the dangerous 

reoccurrence of septic shock, painful needles, spinals, a most memorable life lesson 
was working in Jonathan’s family . The Spirit of the Lord had drawn them repeatedly to 
Romans 8:28: “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose .” 

We live in a world of sin and its consequences as we await earth’s final redemption . 
Whether we require correction for individual failings or experience the umbrella of 
the impact of the curse of sin upon one and all, learning the lessons of faith from 
the Father is an essential aspect of living a whole and holy life in this world . Bad 
actions require righteous correction, just as surely as bad things do happen to good 
people . Our trials, therefore, do not necessarily mean God’s disfavor, or the lack of 
faith . Jesus Himself died upon an old rugged cross, yet He was in perfect favor of a 
righteous God . The greatest lesson of righteousness begins with the comprehension 
that we not resist heavenly correction, nor its will in our lives, but rather that we 
recognize “all things work together” in God’s purposes . 

The lesson, put in another way, is that God is good . Jonathan’s family was 
experiencing that truth, just as every saint discovers God’s graciousness through 
the difficulties and lessons of life . It is, of course, human to wonder and ask why, to 
seek God for the help and healing God alone can bring . It is not reasonable to blame 
God, any more than it is a parent’s fault that correction and learning are essential in 
the life of their child . On one occasion in Jonathan’s struggle, well into his treatment, 
at an extremely weakened and critical point, the healing touch of God brought a 
miraculous turn around, a dramatic intervention, obvious to family and doctors alike . 
The unsaved grandfather was so moved by it that he went to church and was filled 
with the Holy Ghost! Through it all, to God be the glory, and to this day, Jonathan is 
a cancer survivor .

God is God and we are not . Human nature demands we experience the lessons 
of divine discipline and truth in order to grow spiritually and become all the will 
of God intends . We must pray as our Lord, “nevertheless not my will, but thine be 
done” (Luke 22:42) . Both deliverance and the supernatural power to go through the 
circumstances can be powerful and meaningful lessons . God is good in all of life’s 
ups and downs . “He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matthew 5:45) .

I. JONAH RAN FROM GOD’S CALL
In many ways the story of Jonah is the story of the world; it is fleeing the will of 

God . The world mistakenly demands that it can and must make its own way . In 
the case of Jonah, though, God had a strong confidence in the prophet’s ultimate 
response . He was headed in the opposite direction from the divine will of God . But 
thank God for second chances . Through divine intervention God drew Jonah back 
into righteousness and back to a supernatural and righteous ministry . 
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What he learned on that dark sea that stormy night impacted Jonah’s ministry 
more than anything he would ever again confront . He had taken an about-face and 
benefited from the Lord’s chastening in a powerful way . He then turned around an 
entire city, in one of the most amazing transformations in history . In order to impact 
Nineveh the Lord needed to impact the man of God . In our sinful, wayward world, 
we face an unfortunate battle of wills in which many have miscalculated it being 
easier to run from God than to receive the discipline and will of God into their lives . 
Our generation does not need just any preaching, but it requires the transformed 
preaching of a Jonah . 

A. He Took a Ship to Tarshish in Disobedience
As our focus scripture, Hebrews 12:11, points out, the lessons which bring us back 

into favor with God are often grievous, that is, they are painful . The prophet Jonah 
learned all too well that the will of God is not always easy, but he must not take it 
lightly . In Jonah 1, the prophet hoped to escape “the presence of the Lord” (Jonah 
1:3) by running away to the distant Spanish port of Tarshish, only to discover that it 
is impossible to outrun God . 

The writer of Hebrews (12:6,8) quotes from the Psalms to demonstrate and counter 
this tendency within sinful human nature to recoil from essential discipline, from 
the will of God, and especially from spiritual and transformative inward lessons 
of the heart . It is as fruitless as it is futile to blame God for life’s difficulties and 
essential discipline, as though they are unwelcome distractions . Rather, says Psalm 
94:12: “Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him out 
of thy law .” The man most illustrative of this divine outcome is Job, who received in 
his darkest hour the word of encouragement not to “despise,” or take lightly, the 
instructive discipline or life lessons of God himself (Hebrews 12:5–6; Job 5:17) . You 
will recall Job became one of the world’s great survivors .

The heart that loves the Lord loves to be taught the disciplines of His Word . Then 
Hebrews 12:8 takes it even further by referring to Psalm 73:14: “For all the day long 
have I been plagued, and chastened every morning .” In the context of the psalm, this 
is the cry of the heart for answers in times of difficulty . Why me? Why not others? The 
ultimate question is whether or not the Lord see us and knows what we are going 
through . What is God’s purpose? 

When a young father tucked his four-year-old daughter into bed that evening—
after the burial of his wife, her mother—he slept close beside her in the next bed, 
watching over her with concern . Suddenly, out of the darkness, she asked, “Are you 
there?” The father assured her that he was . After a moment of pause the daughter 
added: “Is your face turned in this direction?” What the psalmist wants to know is 
that God is there in such times .

 »  What Scripture verses have helped you not to run from the will of God in times of 
difficulty and testing? 
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B. He Was Confronted with an Inescapable Storm
When the prophet Jonah rebelled against the difficulty of facing the evils of the 

city of Nineveh and sailed to Tarshish, he then faced the inescapable storm of God’s 
discipline . He went from the pan into the fire . The truth is that God is inescapable . 
What is most critical for all people of God to know is that God has a purpose for their 
lives . When that is known, the child of God runs toward it, not away from it . The 
contrary course is certain shipwreck . 

Judas, for example, should not have been anywhere near the garden the night of 
Jesus’ betrayal, yet he had already set his own contrary course in his life which ended 
in tragic wreckage . Ananias and Sapphira should not have even thought about lying 
to the Holy Ghost regarding the measly sum from the sale of their possessions . But 
they, too, were going in the wrong direction . Peter clarified that it was “in thine own 
power” (Acts 5:4) to have done the right thing, but they chose the opposite course 
and paid the awful price . 

II. JONAH KNEW GOD WAS TRYING TO CORRECT HIM
The world, too, like Jonah, is going in the wrong direction . Jonah knew better 

because he was a man of God . Yet he persisted in his course . To reject, deny, and run 
from the will of God is precisely the path of an unbelieving world, but certainly not 
the prophet . The world says, God cannot tell me to go to Nineveh or anywhere else . 
But Jonah knew better than that . He knew the storm itself was God’s intervention and 
somehow his only hope of righteous correction . What an intervention of the ages it 
would turn out to be!

 »  Why do you think people run from the will of God? 

A. He Was Thrown Overboard
The prophet was about to change forever . Even after Jonah informed them that 

he was running from the God who had sent the raging storm, the crew attempted 
to get him to shore, but failed (Jonah 1:13) . The one who refused to offer up his life 
for Nineveh, now sacrificed himself for the fated crew: “cast me forth into the sea” 
(Jonah 1:12) . We are, in fact, never more like the Creator than when we trust Him and 
offer ourselves in surrender to His will . The crew was out of options when they cast 
Jonah overboard, but God was not . 

 » Why is it sometimes difficult to get people to change and respond to God’s will? 

B. He Repented in the Belly of the Fish and Was Spit Out on Dry Ground
As God’s plan unfolds, symbolic parallels emerge with the “great fish” which was 

prepared to swallow him up (Jonah 1:17) . For example, as though they all were on 
the verge of shipwreck, the pagan crew lightened the ship and prayed, “every man 
unto his god,” but the prophet of the true God was “fast asleep” (1:5) . This parallels 
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a so-called ministry which is fast asleep as a world in need faces mighty destructive 
forces . On the other hand, Jesus Christ our sinless Savior took the sins of the whole 
world upon Himself and willingly surrendered to the three days and three nights of 
death, burial, and resurrection . He reversed forever the hopelessness of mankind’s 
chaotic fall from grace .

It is here that we see the culmination of the truth of our focus text regarding 
the Lord’s correction (Hebrews 12:11): “Afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby .” Jonah had been faithless, 
disobedient, and astray from God’s holiness . Nevertheless, God “had prepared a 
great fish to swallow up Jonah” (Jonah 1:17) . The Hebrew word manah indicates that 
the divine design, arrangement, and planning necessary to accomplish the task was 
ready and waiting . The prophet found himself in a divine discomfort of the Lord’s 
discipline which quickly turned his heart to prayer . He cried out in such a praise of 
deliverance—while still deep below the surface of the waters—that God delivered 
him from the depths . The fish spit Jonah out upon the “dry land” (Jonah 2:1–2, 9–10) .  

 » How can Jonah’s experience of the supernatural amidst chastisement encourage us? 

C. He Obeyed the Lord and Went to Nineveh to Preach
Nineveh became the recipient of the good news of God’s mercy because of 

the persistent discipline of the Lord toward His servant Jonah . “I will sing of the 
mercies of the Lord forever: with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to 
all generations” (Psalm 89:1) . An appropriate scriptural parallel for Jonah’s finale 
is Romans 10:14: “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher?”

III. GOD’S CORRECTION HELPS US BECOME RIGHTEOUS

A. The Lord Disciplines Those He Loves
“For whom the Lord loveth he chaseneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 

receiveth” (Hebrews 12:6) . The writer of Hebrews is affirming that discipline is the 
loving responsibility of a father to those within his loving care . (See Psalm 94:12 .) 
Fathers, indeed, gain respect precisely because they instill meaningful discipline in 
the lives of their children . 

Consider also that the Book of Hebrews was written at a time of severe trial for 
those who had left Judaism to follow Christ, so much so that some were on verge of 
turning back . The fact of their difficulties, nonetheless, did not mean God did not love 
them, but the opposite . It meant they were certainly His children whom He truly loved 
and trusted . Through it all, we, like these early believers, are being strengthened by 
it all, for surely the Father of all Creation knows what is best for us . His face is turned 
in our direction however dark the night .
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B. His Correction Is That We May Partake in His Holiness
Our positive response to God’s discipline is essential: “Shall we not much rather 

be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?” (Hebrews 12:9) . Earthly fathers 
may have limited knowledge of what is best for us, but not our heavenly Father . 
His plan for our ultimate good is that we share in his holiness: “that we might be 
partakers of his holiness, … . without which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 
12:10, 14) . If we want to live, it is essential that we accept a rephrased slant on this 
major theme of Hebrews: “You cannot go back now!” Only the gospel has the power 
to give us life .

C. His Correction Is That We May Yield the Fruit of Righteousness
The discipline of the Lord in the heart of the child of God brings a welcome and 

needed corrective afterward . The original Greek literally means that it repays you 
(yieldeth) as its result . The result is framed in the language of exercise, “unto them 
which are exercised thereby” (Hebrews 12:11), that is, those experiencing the Lord’s 
wise and loving correction are strengthened . Scripture warns us not to reject or be 
upset at God’s will and correction: “My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; 
neither be weary of his correction” (Proverbs 3:11) .

 » In what ways have you been strengthened by the Lord’s discipline in your own life?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
With faith in the goodness of God, all believers must be prepared to patiently run 

the race that lies before them, for God has determined its course and we are in it 
come what may! The race is not to the one who starts well but fails to persevere due 
to hinderances . The race is to the one who recovers the original intensity of purpose, 
shakes off the hindering mindset, and regains the confidence in God to win (Hebrews 
12:1; 10:32–34; 2:1; 3:17; 4:11;10:35, 39) . A song of encouragement rightly puts trust 
in the Lord: “In the good times praise his Name! In the bad times, do the same!” “In 
every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” 
(I Thessalonians 5:18) .  
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Hebrews 13:16

But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased .

           LESSON TEXT 
Hebrews 11:7, 13 

7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir 
of the righteousness which is by faith .

 .  .  .  .  .
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, 

and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth .

FOCUS THOUGHT
God places his favor upon those who live out their faith.

Showing Our Faith

Lesson 8
January 19, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
A name in American patriotism which has 

come to be associated with the very word loyalty, 
and embodies the favor of an entire nation, 
is that of twenty–one-year-old Revolutionary 
War soldier Nathan Hale . After graduating Yale 
in 1773, he became a school teacher in his 
native state of Connecticut, only to close the 
little one room school house in New London 
when he joined the continental army in 1776 . 
To this day that building is proudly preserved 
to the honor of Hale’s actions, and to an event 
considered one of the greatest moments in all 
American patriotism . It was deemed an amazing 
act of selfless service in the inaugural dawn of 
the newly emerging nation . What kind of favor 
would instill Hale’s heroics into the national 
consciousness in such a way that it remains 
alive two hundred and fifty years later?

In September 1776, Nathan Hale, in serious 
and urgent service to his nation and to General 
George Washington, was captured and hanged 
by the invading British army . What the young 
man represented, though, was far more than 
the sum of his actions that day, resulting in an 
indelible bestowal of favor rarely seen .

        OUTLINE
I.  GOD DECIDED TO DESTROY  

ALL LIVING THINGS
A .  Wickedness on the Earth
B . But Noah Found God’s Favor

II. GOD CALLED NOAH TO BUILD AN ARK
A . He Was Ridiculed by Others
B . Noah Built the Ark by Faith

III.  GOD PLACED HIS FAVOR ON NOAH 
WHEN HE LIVED OUT HIS FAITH

A . Noah and His Family Were Saved
B . God Made a Covenant with Noah

IV.  GOD PLACES HIS FAVOR ON US WHEN 
WE LIVE OUT OUR FAITH

A . We Must Do What Is Good and Right
B .  God Is Pleased with Those Who Do What 

He Has Asked 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
RUN WITH FAVOR

Are you ready to “run with favor”? Americans are still accepting the term “Uber” as a 
daily-usage word and adjusting to the role this business plays in so many lives today . 
Meanwhile, a new company has emerged to put on uber sneakers, so to speak . “Favor” is 
a personal-assistant service in many cities around the nation, delivering “tacos, groceries, 
dry cleaning” and just about anything else (description from favordelivery .com) . 

While playing on the concepts of doing someone a favor and finding favor with 
others, this company has filled a gap in society . Rather than viewing favor-running as 
a part-time opportunity to get some cash ahead for your vacation this year, perhaps 
favor-running should be a way of life . Noah found favor with God . He was able to move 
forward in doing a nearly impossible task simply because he knew he had the favor of 
the Lord on his life and work .

Believers today are called to run with grace (favor) before the Lord . The apostle Paul 
desired to rejoice in the presence of the Lord as one having run a meaningful race, 
not falling into disfavor (Philippians 2:16) . Likewise, the believer is to find favor with 
those outside the Kingdom . If a person can put on a blue T-shirt and drive all over town 
running with Favor in exchange for tips, surely a child of God can run with the favor of 
the Lord in all he or she does .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
The story of his capture and heroic death spread instantly, a rallying cry for 

endurance, not merely because of his actions, but because of the way he offered 
his life for his country . He requested a Bible and a clergyman but was refused . He 
then bravely faced his executioners with these departing words: “I only regret that 
I have but one life to lose for my country!”

Not surprisingly, therefore, statues have been erected in his name and stamps 
issued in his honor and with his image . Nathan Hale remains the official “state 
hero” of Connecticut . But just as dramatic, symbolic favor can be rendered as the 
result of actions, so the converse can mark unworthy actions, such as those of the 
man who symbolizes treason more than any other, Benedict Arnold . Interestingly, 
it was Benjamin Tallmadge, Hale’s college classmate, who revealed the betrayal of 
Arnold’s 1780 intended surrender of West Point, New York to the British . His plans 
failed, and he defected and then fought for the enemy . As a result of these actions, 
Benedict Arnold, like Judas, is the by-word for betrayal and the antithesis of favor .

I. GOD DECIDED TO DESTROY ALL LIVING THINGS
The life and inspiration of the man Noah is the epitome of the understanding of 

divine favor in the worst of times . “And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have 
created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast and creeping thing, and 
the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them” (Genesis 6:7) . The 
sorrow and regret of man’s actions are the basis of reference to God’s repentance 
or nakham (Hebrew) . The Lord’s omniscient (all-knowing) foreknowledge did 
not preclude His sorrowful rejection of man’s behavior and the judgment of all of 
creation . Noah, literally the best and loftiest of men with respect to grace-worthy 
behavior, represented the converse of what God’s very nature deemed judgment-
worthy in ancient times .

Genesis explains that the entire world was “corrupt” and “filled with violence” 
(Genesis 6:11–12) . The first of these expressions, corrupt, means it was in moral 
and spiritual decay and thus destroyed from within . The second, violence, refers 
to the actions of injustice which permeated the population resulting in irreversible 
decadence . 

 »  Why do you think a world of people created by God turned its back on the Creator and turned 
instead to the very evil which assured the loss of God’s favor and certain judgment? 

A. Wickedness on the Earth 
The ultimate question of the age remains: Why do people do good and why do 

people do evil? The Bible explains the disfavor of Noah’s generation by the Lord in 
two ways: “the wickedness of man was great in the earth” and “every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5) . Whatever good 
may have existed, it was continually subordinated to their evil natures and negated 
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in their lives . Everything they conceived of in their minds resulted in evil purposes . It 
was a recipe for judgment .

Genesis attributes the great wickedness in the earth to the downward inclinations 
of the sins of the flesh, that is, the unbridled sinful nature: “My spirit shall not 
always strive with man, for that he also is flesh” (Genesis 6:3) . The limited, though 
important, role of human conscience within the people failed miserably due to the 
condition of their hearts and minds . How far they had wandered from God’s design 
and intention for humanity!

 » Do you think there is a point of no return with respect to the judgment of God? Explain.

B. But Noah Found God’s Favor
The demonstration of the mercy of the Lord is highlighted in the salvation of 

Noah . Neither worldwide judgment, nor its severity, can negate the goodness 
and love of the eternal Judge of all the earth . The divine disfavor and worldwide 
judgment which resulted from human sin were most certainly not divine reactions 
of a calloused, distant, or unconcerned bystander . Genesis is very careful to tell us 
not only of God’s own sorrow amidst the loss, but to also emphasize how deeply 
“it grieved him at his heart” (Genesis 6:6) . This expression in the Hebrew includes 
the variation in nuance of being cut and of being hurt . Some even suggest it means 
God’s heart was broken . One thing is certain, God was not detached from them, 
but rather loved that wayward generation, which unfortunately valued evil and 
devalued the favor of the living God .

Noah stood in stark contrast to the fleshly failures of the wickedness of man before 
the flood . “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:8) . In this verse, 
grace is from the word khen, translated interchangeably as favor . It is translated favor in 
Genesis 18:3, regarding Yahweh’s appearance in the door of Abraham’s tent . Abraham 
had just yielded to God’s call by obeying the all-important command of circumcision . 
The faith of both Noah and Abraham was apparent in the living of their lives and, thus, 
demonstrable to the world . They lived in such a way as to show their faith . 

II. GOD CALLED NOAH TO BUILD AN ARK
In Genesis we find that God commanded Noah to build “an ark of gopher wood” 

to the precise detail of divine specifications and that he was obedient (Genesis 
6:14, 22) . The writer of the Book of Hebrews emphasizes the faith aspect of this 
triumphant event in that Noah’s entire response was that of believing God regarding 
“things not seen as yet” (Hebrews 11:7) . The idea that catastrophe was imminent 
seemed like foolishness to the faithless, and the masses ignored the call of God in 
their generation, much as they do in modern times .

Jesus clearly links the generation of Noah and the last days . Matthew 24:37–39 
says, “But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be . For 
as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

AD Winter W19-20 TM.indd   58 4/26/19   1:54 PM



59

giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not until the 
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be .” 

 »  Imagine what it must have been like for Noah to experience a divine revelation of 
things that were as foreign to him as the rest of humanity. Would this have been easy 
to believe? Explain.  

A. He Was Ridiculed by Others
In II Peter the apostle also parallels Noah’s generation with that of the last days: 

“Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished” (II Peter 
3:6) . Though not explicit, it is not an unreasonable inference that end time mocking 
was being linked by Peter with an assumption of the ridiculing of Noah in Genesis . It is 
like an implicit echo from Noah’s day revealing the heart of the end time generation: 
“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers walking after their 
own lusts” (II Peter 3:3) . 

Imagine how it must have been received by a people who saw a massive boat 
under construction on dry land and heard the preaching of Noah day after day 
warning of a coming judgment . Remember it was Jesus who lamented their attitude 
as the judgment approached . They demonstrated a sad, yet startling lack of concern . 
They were not bothered . They did not even have the ability of comprehending, as 
Jesus noted, that divine disfavor would result in their condemnation . 

“And knew not until the flood came” (Matthew 24:39) . Their annoyance and ridicule 
continued to the very moment of judgment . But then, of course, it was too late . 
The warning signs of judgment were meaningless to them, for their hearts were so 
impacted by the worst of sin that they were blind to their own need to entreat the grace 
of the God who designed them, the God who knew them best . (See Romans 1:20–32 .)

 »  What is the best way to get through to people who reject the Word of God and ridicule 
God’s revelation regarding judgment and eternity?

B. Noah Built the Ark by Faith
Imagine the burden carried by Noah and his family, not only being custodians 

of the truth of coming devastating judgment, but also having the responsibility of 
building the boat that would be their life-saving escape! Hebrews says Noah “moved 
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house” and that he accomplished 
this amazing feat “by faith” (Hebrews 11:7) . How else do four men build an ark 
approximately 450 feet long! They had more questions than answers . But they built 
it anyway . Faith is powerful . 

Setting aside any discussion of the interpretation of the earth’s advent of rain 
(Genesis 2:5–6), the world certainly had never seen anything approaching the 
magnitude of the judgment God revealed to Noah . Yet Noah believed God! He built 
the ark “to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and 
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became heir of the righteousness which is by faith” (Hebrew 11:7) . As sorrow gripped 
the very soul of the man of God, Noah, nonetheless, believed the Lord . He revered 
the revelation that the Flood—including the saving of his own family—served God’s 
moral purposes .

III. GOD PLACED HIS FAVOR ON NOAH WHEN HE LIVED OUT HIS FAITH
Noah’s righteous life engendered the favor of God which saved his entire family . 

The favor of the Lord, therefore, brought divine blessings . He lived out his faith–an 
obedient life before the Lord . First there was faith, then there was favor . 

A. Noah and His Family Were Saved
The fateful, yet distinct, decree of the Lord in Genesis is repeated over and over . 

Judgment is the final verdict: “every thing that is in the earth shall die” (Genesis 
6:17) . With equal clarity God declared the righteous exception of Noah and his family . 
Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord and became the spiritual exemplar of God’s 
amazing grace . 

Jesus accentuated the contrast when he said, “and the flood came, and destroyed 
them all” (Luke 17:27) . Except for Noah’s family, the entire world was lost to the 
judgment of the Flood . Peter twice referenced this exceptionalism of Noah in 
absolute terms . First, a “disobedient” world was destroyed and only a “few, that 
is, eight souls were saved” (I Peter 3:20) . Then, Peter highlighted the extraordinary 
favor Noah obtained; salvation was limited to his family alone . “And [God] spared 
not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, 
bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly” (II Peter 2:5) .   

B. God Made a Covenant with Noah
All humanity was destroyed by the Flood, therefore, all mankind is included in the 

covenant promise of the rainbow: “neither will I again smite any more every thing 
living, as I have done, … . neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth” 
(Genesis 8:21; 9:11) . Therefore, with the destruction of the human family all mankind 
afterward necessarily descended from Noah and his family . 

 » Why do you think the Lord gave the rainbow as the sign of the covenant He made?  

IV. GOD PLACES HIS FAVOR ON US WHEN WE LIVE OUT OUR FAITH

A. We Must Do What Is Good and Right
Genesis 6:9 tells us the favor bestowed upon Noah was specifically due to his 

relationship with God in the living out of his faith . “Noah was a just man and perfect 
in his generations, and Noah walked with God .” His “generations” refers to Noah’s 
peers, meaning he lived it out loud for all to see . The details of his walk with God 
included the essential elements of holiness and righteousness perfected in the 
heart by years of serving God . 
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The Hebrew word translated perfect includes being upright and holy, but also 
emphasizes the process . Noah had been perfected . The same word is used referring 
to God Himself in Deuteronomy 32:4: “He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his 
ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is he .” Because 
he walked with God, Noah became like the Lord he loved and served! 

Noah was also a just man, as all must be if they are to incur the favor of God . 
The word used here is tzaddekk, meaning righteous . (See Genesis 7:1 .) The Psalmist 
used it in precisely the context of Genesis: “But let all those that put their trust in 
thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also 
that love thy name be joyful in thee . For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with 
favor wilt thou compass him as with a shield” (Psalm 5:11–12) . 

B. God Is Pleased with Those Who Do What He Has Asked
Like the sacrificial actions of Nathan Hale in the early history of our nation, the biblical 

figure Noah in ancient times, and all the heroes of faith of Hebrews 11, blessings and 
favor follow when we do well and live well before God and others . God is pleased and 
the world around us is impacted by a life lived according to God’s precepts . 

The same word used of Noah’s favor in Genesis is translated “grace” in Psalm 
84:11 . Its application remains as relevant today as in either Noah’s or the Psalmist’s 
generation . “For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: 
no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly .”

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
The favor of God is a much-desired longing in the hearts of those who know 

him . Heroes have impacted lives and earned the favored regard of generations, 
such as Nathan Hale’s inspiring sacrifice . They were, nonetheless, ordinary people 
accomplishing extraordinary things . The heroics of a Noah, an Abraham, or an Esther 
do not presuppose some superhuman spiritual prowess . These men and women 
simply walked with God . They lived for him and pleased him . The powerful outcomes 
of their faith speak to us today of the enormous possibilities of faith in our own lives . 
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        FOCUS VERSES 
I Peter 1:15–16

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it 
is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

        LESSON TEXT 
I Peter 1:13–16

13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that 
is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your 
ignorance:

15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy .

Numbers 14:1–9
1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night .
2 And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole 

congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God 
we had died in this wilderness!

3 And wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives 
and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?

4 And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt .
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of 

the children of Israel .
6 And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that 

searched the land, rent their clothes:
7 And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we 

passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land .
8 If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which 

floweth with milk and honey .
9 Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread 

for us: their defence is departed from them, and the Lord is with us: fear them not .

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because God makes us holy, we must live a life that reflects His holiness.

Reflecting Holiness

Lesson 9
January 26, 2020
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so that if a man could number the dust of the 
earth, then your descendants also could be 
numbered . Arise, walk in the land through its 
length and its width, for I give it to you” (Genesis 
13:14–17, NKJV) .

For those who still held out hope while 
baking bricks under Egypt’s blazing sun, they 
knew they would not be slaves forever . God had 
prepared a land He had promised Abraham and 
his descendants, and God performed on that 
very promise the night Israel walked free out 
of Egypt . And as Moses and the nation soon 
realized, the greatest threat to return to Egypt 
was not from without: it was from within .

        OUTLINE
I. GOD DELIVERED ISRAEL OUT OF EGYPT

II. JESUS SAVED US FROM OUR SIN

III.  THE LORD CALLS US TO BE HOLY IN 
EVERY AREA OF OUR LIVES

       CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
After over four-hundred years of slavery, 

they were free . Pharaoh gave the order to 
let them go and let them be . Perhaps on 
the march out of Egypt, one of the Israelites 
thought back to a bedtime story his 
grandfather told him about a very distant 
grandfather named Abraham who had lived 
hundreds of years earlier . God promised 
Abraham, “Lift your eyes now and look 
from the place where you are—northward, 
southward, eastward, and westward; for 
all the land which you see I give to you and 
your descendants forever . And I will make 
your descendants as the dust of the earth; 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
HACKED OR HOLY?

Don’t know who to blame for technological frustrations these days? Blame the 
Russian hackers . While hackers from the Eastern hemisphere might be a standing joke, 
the reality of Russian interference in creating fake websites and hacking into various 
elements of information technology in various countries has been no laughing matter . 
Governments do what they please if it is in their own best interests it seems—perhaps 
spies from other countries also use similar methods .

Being a victim of hacking leaves one with an unsettled feeling . We want to be able 
to trust others better—to feel secure and untampered with . On a different level and in 
a different way, this is why rape and molestation are so abhorrent to humans . Our own 
body is our personal space—no one should invade that . Thus, everyone has a natural 
instinct for holiness . While government hackers tap away at keyboards, another 
concern is more present in citizens’ minds: home invasion . 

The body of the believer is devoted to the Lord . The enemy should not be allowed 
to hack into the files (mind and heart) or vandalize the house (use it for his liking) . 
Apostolics should be more defensive of their bodies and minds than Americans are of 
their government’s elections and websites . Only God should be authorized to inhabit 
and make changes in His temple .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD DELIVERED ISRAEL OUT OF EGYPT
The Book of Exodus is written like a highlight reel . Some of God’s most memorable 

miracles are recorded in Exodus . He plagued Egypt with ten plagues, parted the Red 
Sea for His people to pass, drowned the Egyptian army in the Red Sea, and inscribed 
ten commandments on tables of stone with His own finger . God clearly fought for 
Israel and against nations who fought against them because He wanted to bring 
Israel safely to the Promised Land . 

Their journey from the Red Sea to the Jordan River was filled with victories great 
and small, leading them to a great land that flowed with milk and honey . Once they 
made it to the bank of the Jordan River, they could see the land in the distance . But 
they could not see the land well enough to know if it was safe to cross . 

Moses sent twelve spies on a reconnaissance mission . The children of Israel 
waited anxiously to learn what the twelve spies discovered about their new home . 
After forty days all twelve spies returned . Israel waited with bated breath to hear their 
report . Ten who came back were shaken . Their faces were as white as a sheet; their 
knees were knocking . Numbers 13 reads they brought back an “evil” (slanderous) 
report . They talked only about giants guarding walled cities .

The other two spies were different . They were upbeat and optimistic . They excitedly 
showed the people grapes so large it took two men just to carry one cluster . Joshua 
and Caleb were ready to cross the Jordan and start life in the Promised Land . But 
when Israel took their vote, they voted to believe the report of the ten and refuse the 
report of the two . Even after all the miracles they had witnessed with their own eyes, 
and after waiting forty days for the report to come back, Israel decided to stay right 
where they were already camped . 

 »  If you had been Joshua or Caleb, how would you have tried to persuade Israel of 
victory? Why?

Numbers 14 tells a tearful tale of a fearful people:

And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people 
wept that night. And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and 
against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God 
that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this 
wilderness! And wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto this land, to fall 
by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not 
better for us to return into Egypt? And they said one to another, Let us make 
a captain, and let us return into Egypt. Then Moses and Aaron fell on their 
faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel. 
And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were 
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of them that searched the land, rent their clothes: and they spake unto all 
the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed 
through to search it, is an exceeding good land. If the Lord delight in us, then 
he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk 
and honey. Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of 
the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and 
the Lord is with us: fear them not. (Numbers 14:1–9)

They were enslaved in fear between the land from which God delivered them 
and the land where God was taking them . They decided they would rather live in 
the wilderness on bread and water than move into the Promised Land and have to 
trust God to fight battles they could not win without Him . Worse yet, some even tried 
to turn the nation against their leaders and choose another leader who would lead 
them right back to bondage; right back to Egypt .

Because we live over three thousand years after Moses, we have the luxury of 
sitting in the film room and commenting on Israel’s performance on the field . We saw 
what they saw, but they did not see what we see, at least not yet . They did not know 
how God was going to fell the giants and the walled cities . We often malign Israel for 
their lack of faith—and perhaps it is warranted—but many of us have done the same 
thing in our journey out of sin .

 »  How would you describe your journey of faith and spiritual growth? What are some 
obstacles you have faced?

II. JESUS SAVED US FROM OUR SIN 
Jesus has saved all of us from sin . Even if you grew up in an Apostolic church and 

your first word was “revival,” Jesus saved you from sin . If you grew up on the streets 
and spent most of your life in the bars and behind bars, Jesus saved you from sin . 
Jesus did not just save us from low self-esteem or a subpar lifestyle; He saved us 
from sin . And He did not just save us so we would have a more comfortable life; He 
saved us so we would have eternal life .

Salvation may be free to us, but it cost Jesus His life . He wrote the rules . He could 
have written the rules of redemption cheaply . To redeem us, He could have given 
thirty pieces of silver . That would have been fair since that is the price Judas valued 
Jesus . Judas sold Jesus to the men who wanted Jesus dead . But that price would not 
cost Jesus anything . God could mine silver from every silver mine and redeem every 
man, woman, boy, and girl if He wanted . But it would not cost Him anything .

Rather, the apostle Peter knew how expensive salvation was to Jesus when he wrote:

Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or 
gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot. (I Peter 1:18–19, NKJV)
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Jesus valued our soul higher than His own life . He died for us so we could live free 
from the prison of sin . Yet, like the nation of Israel—with their toes touching the cool 
river water of the Jordan—we have been known to think about going back to the very 
sin from which He saved us . Salvation is certainly free, but Jesus calls us to take up 
our cross daily and follow Him if we want to be His disciple (Matthew 16:24) . 

 » What does it mean to daily take up your cross? 

For years, Jen tried to keep it together, but her drug addiction was tearing her 
family apart . She had been born again as a young girl, but she was losing her faith 
to addiction . Some Sundays she showed signs of promise . She was worshiping, 
praying, even responding to the preached Word . Clearly the Spirit was winning this 
war . But the next week she was in trouble again, stealing from people she loved and 
people she did not even know, just to feed her addiction . 

The judge in her city showed her mercy time and time again, but he could show no 
more mercy . Jen went to prison for years . She missed birthday parties and Christmas 
mornings and even one of her children’s graduation . But during those years, God was 
reaching for her and she reached for God . She repented and gave her life back to God 
in prison . Ironically, she was more free in prison than when she had been out of prison .

The inmates and correctional officers saw a change in her and so did her family . 
When she was released, she was a different woman than when she had been 
sentenced . She was better . She was free . The church was happy to have her back . 
Her husband and children were happy to have her back . All of Heaven was happy to 
have her back . She was in the prayer room before service . Her worship was ablaze . 
She was transformed . 

Jen was as faithful to church as the sun is to shine, but she missed one Sunday . 
Maybe she was working or sick or out of town . There was no cause to press the panic 
button because she missed one Sunday . Then she missed another and another and 
another . Soon she was leaving home at odd hours and coming home different . She 
had all the signs of addiction, but no one wanted to believe she had fallen back into 
that same trap . 

Time told the tale . After being set free more than once from drugs and even from 
prison, Jen fell back into addiction . That addiction cost her another graduation and 
eventually, custody of her own children . No one around her understood how she 
could return to a lifestyle that had robbed so much from her, but we can say the 
same for Israel after leaving Egypt . How could anyone suggest they return to Egypt 
after they were slaves for hundreds of years? It is possible to forget the sorrow sin 
brings after we have been set free . We tend to romanticize the “good ole days .” Do 
not fall for that trap . The enemy of our soul was never kind, is not kind, and will never 
be kind to us . He steals, kills, and destroys, but our God came to our world to give us 
life more abundantly .
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Jesus taught us we cannot serve two masters . We will hate one and love the other 
(Matthew 6:24) . Israel was given the choice to serve a Pharaoh bent on destroying 
them and their children or trusting God enough to serve Him to deliver them and 
their children . We too will serve a master determined to destroy us and our children 
or God who desires to deliver us and our children . We will not serve two masters, 
neither will we serve no master . Everyone will serve someone . 

 » What can we as a church do for people who are enslaved to sin?

III. THE LORD CALLS US TO BE HOLY IN EVERY AREA OF OUR LIVES
Moses and Aaron could not believe their eyes or ears . They knew the miracles God 

had just worked in plain sight for them . As they looked around at the people they 
loved, they saw despair on each face . God had defeated the most feared army in the 
then known world without Israel swinging one sword, but His own people did not 
trust Him to defeat the smaller armies of smaller cities . 

Some of the would-be leaders were inciting panic . That is when Moses and Aaron 
fell on their faces before the entire nation of Israel . They were broken before the 
people . Israel was still wobbling as a newborn nation . Although they had celebrated 
hundreds of years as a nation, over four-hundred years of slavery stunted their 
growth . They were as unsteady as a toddler taking her first steps . 

Joshua and Caleb ripped their clothes in despair . These men had spent over a 
month on the other side of the river . They had seen the walled cities and giants . They 
had something to say that Israel needed to hear:

The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land. 
If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a 
land which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye against the Lord, 
neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is 
departed from them, and the Lord is with us: fear them not. (Numbers 14:7–9)

But their rally cry fell on deaf ears . The people starting clamoring to stone them . 
They wanted to kill the leaders, elect another leader, and return to Egypt . God had 
enough . Suddenly the glory of the Lord appeared in the tent of meeting in the sight 
of all the children of Israel . That was enough to stop all conversations about stoning 
and returning . God spoke with Moses and promised all the rebels who failed to trust 
God would wander in the wilderness until they all died . But not Joshua and Caleb . 
God rewarded them for their faith when the rest of the people were filled with doubt .

Our fight is not with a neighboring nation or a superpower wanting to enslave us . 
Our fight is with a more sinister foe: our fight is with sin . Since our fight is with sin, 
our goal is holiness . Our goal is to be like the one who fights for us . We are to be holy 
as He is holy . Holiness flows into every area of our lives . Holiness calls us to honesty 
when we would rather be dishonest . Holiness calls us to integrity when our resolve 
is weak and we think nobody will ever find out . Holiness calls us to humility when we 
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would rather boast and brag about who we are rather than whose we are . Holiness 
calls us to speak in a way that glorifies God and edifies others . Any other speech that 
brings a reproach on God or brings others down has no place in the conversation of 
a Christian .

Holiness calls us to be careful of what we listen to and what we watch . Holiness 
determines our entertainment choices, and if our entertainment choices push us 
farther from God, they do not need to be our entertainment choices . Holiness calls 
us to respect our bodies as the temple of God’s own Spirit, keeping our body clear 
of drugs or alcohol that could do irreversible harm to our body, our family, and our 
testimony . 

Holiness calls us to dress modestly in a way that draws attention to God and not 
to ourselves . Even if the world around us does not value modesty and the purity it 
preserves, modesty is still beautiful in the eyes of God . Modesty helps us to be good 
stewards of our bodies and of our finances . Modesty is not concerned with the latest 
fashion or societal craze . 

 » How can we best instill values of modesty and purity in the younger generation?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
We are not like God because we talk right, listen to the right music, wear the right 

clothes, and avoid drugs and alcohol . We have those disciplines and convictions 
because we want to be more like Jesus and heed the scriptural call to be holy as He 
is holy (I Peter 1:16) . Jesus died for us to deliver us from sin, the very least we should 
do is live for Him . And by the grace and power of God, we must choose to live free 
from sin .

If you are struggling with wanting to return to sin because you are disappointed 
or disillusioned with God, take a lesson from a people who learned the hard way . 
Israel forgot the horrors of being enslaved to Egypt after they had been set free . It is 
possible for us to forget the horrors of being enslaved to sin after we have been set 
free . But what will keep us grateful for our freedom and wanting to be more like our 
God will be the time we spend with Him . We will see Him as He is and we will see sin 
as it is . Then we will see clearly to choose to live for Him, to love Him—to be like Him .  
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        FOCUS VERSE  
I Peter 2:9

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.

        LESSON TEXT 
I Peter 2:9–10

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light;

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy .

Acts 13:44–49
44 And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God .
45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against 

those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming .
46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God 

should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles .

47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, 
that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth .

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and 
as many as were ordained to eternal life believed .

49 And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region .

FOCUS THOUGHT
As a chosen generation, we must share our testimony with the world.

A Chosen Generation

Lesson 10
February 2, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
With every breath and heartbeat, Saul made it 

his mission to put an end to the Christians and 
the gospel they loved . 

Saul tried to force many to recant Christ . He 
cost many Christians their lives . As he pulled 
them out of the safety of their homes into 
the dangers of the streets, mobs would often 
gather, take up stones, take the law into their 
own hands, and take the lives of Christians . 
Most of the time, Saul carted the Christians off 
to jail to be tried, and if they were found guilty 
of being a follower of Jesus, they were killed . 
Saul’s hands were stained with the blood of just 
men and just women who were just following 
Jesus . But he was not finished . He gathered 
some intel that many of the Christians had 
fled for their lives one hundred miles away in 
Damascus . Murderous Saul had fire in his eyes 
and arrest warrants in his pocket, ready to bring 
Christians all the way back to Jerusalem to be 
tried and executed .  

        OUTLINE
I. SAUL WAS CHOSEN

A .  The New Birth
B .  As Newborn Babes We Are to Grow Up 

in Him

II. WE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN

III.  WE HAVE BEEN TRANSFORMED TO BE 
A TESTIMONY TO OTHERS

         CULTURE CONNECTION
CHOSEN FOR WHAT?

“The millennial generation is all about being part of a greater purpose,” writes Ahmad 
Raza in his article “Why a Purpose-Driven Mission is Key to Motivating Millennials” 
(December 12, 2016 at entrepreneur .com) . According to recent research, 84% of young 
workers say it is more important to make a difference than to achieve professional 
recognition . Nine out of ten believe something more than profits should measure the 
value of a business . 

The young adult generation has no problem with the biblical idea of being a “chosen 
generation .” However, the millennial generation (those born after 1984) “dislikes 
bureaucracy and distrusts traditional hierarchies,” says Raza . Young believers need to 
see more than institutions and traditions to remain a part of the church . This in-born 
sense of purpose and focus is answered best in the kingdom of God, if those leading 
can see clearly enough to help the younger ones see .

Karl Moore writes, “Millennials need direction and meaning, an interesting mixture 
of altruism and self-interest .” They want to work at places that have a greater purpose 
than just making money . Their employers score big points if they fund an orphanage, 
make clean water in Africa, or rehome abandoned dogs (“Purpose, Not Paycheck” 
October 2, 2014 at forbes .com) . They hate the dichotomy of such things as making a 
good income but never being available for one’s own family or donating to a church 
that has a high-paid staff but makes no effort to help the local community .

A chosen generation knows their God-given meaning in life .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. SAUL WAS CHOSEN
But on his murderous ride, God had enough of this zealot’s misdirected zeal . God 

shone a light from Heaven so bright it knocked Saul from his horse to his knees . 
When he blinked and rubbed his eyes, he realized he was blind . Then he heard a 
voice from Heaven that asked, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” Saul was 
stunned . “Who are You, Lord?” And the Lord replied, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting .”

When Saul realized he was fighting against the very One he should have been 
fighting for, he was frightened . Saul was Saul; Jesus was God . Fighting against God 
was like trying to shoo off a tornado with a baseball bat . He could not fight because 
he could not see . As far as he knew, he was as good as dead . But God was not 
thinking judgment; He was thinking mercy . Saul was not about to hear a lecture; he 
was about to hear the gospel . 

From that road, his friends led a blinded, humbled terrorist into Damascus . Nobody 
in town knew God had been reaching for Saul, they just knew Saul was in town and 
they were in danger . But God was in control and He gave a Christian man named 
Ananias a vision to go to Saul and pray for him . When Ananias the hunted saw Saul 
the hunter, he called him “Brother Saul .” And for the first time in his life, Saul felt 
grace because Saul heard the gospel: the gospel that the blood of Jesus was strong 
enough to forgive his past and the Spirit of God was able to fill his soul . Saul received 
his sight and the gift of the Holy Ghost . 

Ananias then baptized him in the name of the very one Saul used to persecute: 
the name of Jesus Christ . God then used Saul to preach the very gospel he used to 
persecute because the gospel had the power to change even him . Saul was born 
with a zeal for Judaism, but he was born again with a zeal for Jesus Christ . 

 »  How can our lives be a testimony and an inspiration to others who do not know Jesus 
Christ?

A. The New Birth
That is the power of the new birth . It is the power to change us from enemies of Jesus 

Christ to followers of Jesus Christ . Jesus clearly defined the new birth in John 3:3–5:

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith 
unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second 
time into his mother’s womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. (John 3:3–5)
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As we see throughout the New Testament, new birth brings water and Spirit 
baptism together into one conversion experience . Once we have repented of our 
sins, we are water baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of our sins . 
Then we receive the gift of His Holy Spirit . We find this pattern all throughout the 
book of Acts as men and women from all ages, backgrounds, races, and religions 
were born again . Their new birth changed them from the inside out . 

While we may celebrate a child’s birth by bringing balloons and sending cards to 
the brand-new parents, we all understand birth is only the beginning . That baby boy 
or girl is only beginning the growth process of becoming a man or woman respectively . 
The same is true with our new birth . We celebrate when someone is baptized in water 
in Jesus’ name and baptized in the Spirit, and we rightly should . There is rejoicing 
in the presence of all the angels over one sinner who repents (Luke 15:10), but that 
brand-new baby boy or girl in God is just beginning to grow up into a mature man or 
woman in God . We are to grow up in Jesus once we have been born again .

 » What are some signs of spiritual growth in an individual’s life?

B. As Newborn Babes We Are to Grow Up in Him
Peter wrote in I Peter 2:2, “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, 

that ye may grow thereby .” We grow spiritually much like we grow physically—we eat . 
At first, we eat the milk of the Word . We hear and read the basics of the Bible . We learn 
some of the basic Bible stories like Noah and his ark, David and Goliath, and Daniel in 
the den of lions . The writer of Hebrews gave us a list of some Bible basics in Hebrews 
6: faith, repentance from sin, water baptism, Spirit baptism, the resurrection, and 
judgment . Those are some of the Bible basics we learn when we are first born again . 

But just as babies graduate from milk to meat as they grow older, so do we . We 
long for more to satisfy our soul and we learn about justification, redemption, 
propitiation, and sanctification . We feast on some Old Testament fare such as the 
Tabernacle, the priesthood, and the history of the nations of Israel and Judah . We 
seek and we see the deeper principles of God and we feed our souls . We seek a close 
relationship with God by building a prayer life outside our Sunday services . We grow 
up in Jesus by learning to walk with Jesus . 

If you walk out the door each day without taking time to walk with God, you are 
not growing as you should . Each of us should have a place at home where we spend 
time with God in prayer . Turn the phone to airplane mode and spend uninterrupted 
time with God each day . He invites us to walk with Him and grow in Him . We ought 
to desire to accept His gracious invitation and spend time with Him . We need to feed 
ourselves on the Word of God throughout the week, not just on the weekend . Open 
up the Bible in a version you understand and your pastor recommends so you can 
learn more about God and His Word on your own . Before long, you will begin to take 
steps spiritually you were not taking earlier . 

AD Winter W19-20 TM.indd   72 4/26/19   1:54 PM



73

 » How does reading and studying God’s Word assist us in our spiritual growth?

II. WE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN
All of us have room to grow in God . Even if you were raised in church and your first 

word was “revival,” you have room to grow in God . But we do not grow in God just so 
we can tower over others spiritually . We grow in God so we can be a spiritual blessing 
to others . I Peter 2:9 reads, “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light .”

We could pass a microphone around the room and hear testimonies of 
transformation from every one of us . God has called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light for a purpose: that we should show forth His praises . When God 
saved Saul, He already knew what Saul would be and what he would do . God did 
not save Saul just for Saul; He saved him for others . Those others knew Saul’s 
story . They witnessed him serve arrest warrants and death sentences to Christians 
of all ages . But when he began to preach the gospel he had once used to persecute, 
people paid attention . 

Many who heard Saul’s preaching were skeptical at first . The Bible tells us many 
doubted Saul was truly transformed . But there were also many who believed 
because they too had been transformed by the power of God . We may not have the 
same history as Saul, but we come from a life of sin just like he did, and God has 
transformed us . The others on the factory floor remember what you used to be and 
used to do, but they have seen a change in you . The other students in your dorm 
remember how you grew up and the parties you used to attend, but now they see you 
with a Bible and a smile and wonder what happened to you . 

That is what happened to John and Ray . These two young men lived five minutes 
apart, but they were worlds apart . They grew up together, went to the same 
elementary, junior high, and senior high school together . During high school, John 
came to church at Ray’s invitation, was baptized in Jesus’ name, and filled with the 
Holy Ghost . Ray was thrilled but curious . He wanted to know what caused John to 
want to know about God . The two could not have been more different . John was into 
dirt bikes and Megadeth; Ray was into Steven Curtis Chapman and MarioKart . 

For a few years, John worked as a screener for TSA and in his spare time, earned his 
blackbelt in one of the martial arts . Ray was the waterboy for the high school football 
team one season . He asked John what had attracted him to God since they were so 
different . John told him, “I pretty much did whatever I wanted . I listened to what I 
wanted . I hung out with anyone I wanted . I lived however I wanted . But no matter 
how much I had and how much I did, I was miserable . I woke up and hated everything 
I saw . I remember a time right after my grandfather died that I was in the dumps . But 
I saw you one day in school . Ray, you did not seem like anything ever got you down . 
You were different from all the others because your life offered me hope . Basically, I 
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walked in darkness . I tried to navigate life in darkness . I stumbled in darkness . But 
in the middle of the darkness, I saw light . A ray of hope . You had something I did not 
have but wanted . I had more money and more muscles than you, but you had hope 
and I didn’t .”

 » Are you serving God because someone shared their testimony with you? Explain.

III. WE HAVE BEEN TRANSFORMED TO BE A TESTIMONY TO OTHERS
We have been chosen by God, not just for us, but for others . We have been chosen 

by God to show forth His praises and share our testimony with the rest of the world . 
Our testimony is the same as Saul’s: God called us out of darkness into His marvelous 
light . This week share your testimony with someone . Let them know what God has 
done for you and from where He has brought you . God has blessed us too richly to 
keep the blessing to ourselves . 

Paul understood this because God gave him strict instructions to be a light to the 
Gentiles . This was foreign to his Orthodox Jewish mind . He did not want to associate 
with the Gentiles because they were not God’s chosen people . They were not from 
the seed of Abraham . They could not trace their lineage back to one of the original 
twelve tribes of Israel, yet God still loved them and chose Paul to preach the gospel 
to them . 

Paul’s modus operandi was to preach to the Jews in the synagogue first, then 
preach to the Gentiles . However, the Jews were not happy with Paul preaching the 
same life-changing gospel message to the Gentiles he had just preached to them . 
They were upset and began arguing with Paul and Barnabas . Acts 13 does not tell 
us they disbelieved what Paul was preaching, but that because they were jealous of 
the Gentiles, they argued with Paul and Barnabas . Their jealousy grew quickly and 
wildly, causing Paul and Barnabas to leave for Iconium to preach the gospel there . 

The Jews forgot the promise God made to Abram in Genesis 12, “I will make you a 
great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing . 
I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed” (NKJV) . God chose Abram, blessed Abram, 
and changed Abram to Abraham so he would be the father of the Jews and a blessing 
to the Gentiles . The Jews in Paul’s day wanted to keep the message to themselves, 
but it is for them, their children, and all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call (Acts 2:39) . 

 » What are some reasons we should not keep the message of truth to ourselves?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
We must remember God has changed us, chosen us, and called us out of darkness 

so we can be a light to the world around us . We must not be jealous when we have 
to park farther back in the parking lot because more people are coming to hear the 

AD Winter W19-20 TM.indd   74 4/26/19   1:54 PM



75

gospel . We must not be envious when we walk into the sanctuary to find a family has 
already taken our seat . And we must not be upset when our pastor spends more time 
with new families to teach them Bible studies and is not able to spend as much time 
with us . 

We must remember what it was like when we were first being born again . We 
must rejoice with those who are being born again and be there to help them in their 
discipleship journey just like our brothers and sisters were there to help us . We must 
remember we are changed, chosen, and called to be a light to people who walk in 
darkness so one day those who used to walk in darkness will also be a light to others .  
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           FOCUS VERSE  
I Peter 5:5

Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, 
and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble .

           LESSON TEXT 
I Peter 5:1–6 

1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:

2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;

3 Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock .
4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 

not away .
5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder . Yea, all of you be subject one to 

another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble .

6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due 
time .

John 13:12–17 
12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, 

he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?
13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am .
14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 

another’s feet .
15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you .
16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent 

greater than he that sent him .
17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them . 

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because Jesus served others, we are called to serve one another.

Subject to One Another

Lesson 11
February 9, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
The New Testament calls believers to a life of 

service . Jesus explained that, in His Kingdom, 
the highest position one could possibly attain 
would be that of a servant (Matthew 20:27) . He 
then became the ultimate model of servanthood, 
laying down His life to secure eternal salvation 
for all humanity . The apostle Paul later referred 
to himself and Timothy as “servants of Jesus 
Christ” (Philippians 1:1) . Even a demon-
possessed girl recognized that Christians were 
“servants of the most high God” (Acts 16:17) .

Spirit-filled believers imitate Jesus’ example 
by serving others . That service is not always 
appreciated by those they serve . Like our Lord, 
sometimes service involves suffering . (See 
Isaiah 52–53) . But Paul assures us, “If we suffer, 
we shall also reign with him” (II Timothy 2:12) .

        OUTLINE
I.  JESUS TOOK ON THE ROLE  

OF A SERVANT
A .  Washed His Disciples’ Feet
B . Modeled Humility and Love
C . We Are to Follow His Example

II.  GOD WANTS US TO BE HUMBLE AND 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER

A . Submit to One Another
B .  When We Humble Ourselves, He Will Lift 

Us Up 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
CLEANSING A DIFFERENT KIND OF DIRTY

Almost five children die every day from abuse . Americans filed over 7 .4 million 
reports of child abuse in 2016 (Child Maltreatment 2016 acf .hhs .gov) . The dirt clinging 
to people today is even harder to wash than the filth on the feet of the disciples . 
Through us, Jesus Christ wants to wash the sin, shame, and hurts that a murky world 
creates .

Many deaths of neglected and abused children can be prevented . In most counties 
there are not enough family service workers to address the needs of so many children 
growing up in homes filled with addiction, sexual exploitation, mental illness, or selfish 
parents . Studies have shown that many deaths and abuse cases could be prevented 
only by volunteers . There is not enough funding to hire the staff needed to intervene 
in so many broken homes . However, there are enough neighbors who can be involved 
with children and families a few hours each week .

Who would be better to send into a hurting home than a believer who knows Jesus 
and is filled with His love and heart of service? 

• The three-year-old whose single-mother needs someone to watch her daughter 
while she catches up on lost sleep between work and college . 

• The foster child who is trying to find his way and adjust to life away from those 
who harmed him . 

• The teenager who just is not lovable, but needs love so desperately from 
someone who has no ulterior motive . 

Servanthood will change a dirty world .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
The dinner bell truly reveals our appreciation for service . According to the Bureau 

for Labor Statistics, the average American household spent $3,008 eating out in 
2015 . (It’s doubtful that number has decreased in the intervening years .) Blogger John 
Schmoll of FrugalRules .com shared the story of one family who spent a staggering 
$30,000 at restaurants over the course of a year . 

Why are people willing to drop so much hard-earned money at their favorite dining 
establishments? Because someone else prepares the food, brings it to the table, 
refills the drinks, and then cleans up the mess when they leave . They are not buying 
a meal; they are paying for service .

I. JESUS TOOK ON THE ROLE OF A SERVANT
As in so many areas of life, Jesus calls His followers to walk a different path . (There 

is nothing wrong with visiting a restaurant after church, of course .) He outlined His 
life’s mission by stating, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve” 
(Matthew 20:28, NKJV) . And He certainly did . From the opening of His ministry until 
He ascended into Heaven, Jesus spent His days serving others .

Even His miracles were acts of service . When newlyweds ran out of wine at their 
wedding feast, Jesus came through with a special delivery (John 2:1–11) . Whether He 
was healing the sick, calling the dead back to life, calming a storm, or providing a 
meal for a multitude, Jesus’ miracles all were done in service to others . 

The Lord saved one of His greatest illustrations of servanthood for the final week 
of His life . He assembled His disciples for one last meal together, and, when supper 
was finished, proceeded to teach them a lesson they never would forget .

A. Washed His Disciples’ Feet
Any discussion of what happened next must begin with consideration of Jesus’ 

identity . Before He was born, an angel appeared to Mary, His mother-to-be, and told 
her she would give birth to a boy who would “be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David” (Luke 
1:32) . Her child would be a king—the King of Kings Who would sit on an eternal throne .

This makes Jesus’ actions on this night even more astounding: the “Son of the 
Highest” prepared to wash the feet of the assembled guests, a task usually required 
of the lowest slave . The IVP New Testament Commentary cites a Jewish text which 
observes that washing feet was “something a Gentile slave could be required to do, 
but not a Jewish slave .” While there may have been instances where one Jew might 
perform this task for a superior, Jesus clearly was the highest-ranking member of 
the group . He was their Rabbi, their Master . For Him to wash the disciples’ feet was 
culturally unthinkable .

But John made it clear that Jesus was not having an identity crisis . He understood 
that “the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, 
and went to God” (John 13:3) . Because He understood His identity and purpose, He 
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was comfortable fulfilling the role of the lowest servant . He knew that stooping to 
wash dusty feet did not diminish His eternal authority . He had nothing to prove .

Quoting the early church father Augustine, the IVP New Testament Commentary 
states, “The one into whose hands the Father had given all now takes his disciples’ 
feet into his hands to wash them .” The God Who created man from the dust of the 
earth began washing the dust from His disciple’s feet . 

 » Why is the idea of washing someone’s feet not something people like to consider?

B. Modeled Humility and Love
In washing His disciple’s feet, Jesus was demonstrating that they served a God 

who was willing to descend to the lowest levels to meet their most basic needs . God 
was not a distant deity who did not care about their daily challenges . He could calm 
the wind and the waves when necessary, but He also cared about more mundane 
matters . In Jesus Christ, God was willing to wrap Himself in a towel and wipe road 
grime from a traveler’s feet . 

Jesus revealed this even more clearly in succeeding chapters as He endured the 
shame and humility of the Cross . Washing feet was merely the introduction to a 
lesson that unfolded over the following days . At the Cross, God washed the sins of 
the world from the souls of men with His own blood .

Jesus’ followers were stunned by their Master’s actions . They did not fully 
comprehend His identity and mission, but they did grasp this was an unacceptable 
reversal of roles . Simon Peter even raised his voice in protest .

C. We Are to Follow His Example
Perhaps the reason Peter and his fellow disciples were so horrified by Jesus’ actions 

is that it raised a very uncomfortable question: if washing feet was an acceptable 
task for the Master, what did that mean for His followers?

The disciples always had been preoccupied with position . They became embroiled 
in a dispute after the mother of James and John lobbied to have her sons elevated 
to a place of status in Jesus’ Kingdom . The other disciples were angry because they 
secretly hoped to secure the same positions themselves . This prompted Jesus to 
explain that His Kingdom did not operate like worldly dominions (Matthew 20:20–
28) . On another occasion, Jesus warned His followers not to seek out the prominent 
seats at banquets, adding, “whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted” (Luke 14:11) . Jesus wouldn’t have offered 
this kind of advice if His audience had not needed it .

The disciples always seemed to have something to prove . Sometimes they were 
outwardly boastful—particularly Peter—while inwardly they appear to have wrestled 
with insecurity . They constantly jockeyed for position . Stooping to serve was out of the 
question . Their feet were coated with dust, but their spirit was contaminated with pride .
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It is easy for present-day believers to fall into the same trap . We compare ourselves 
against others, trying desperately to stay a step ahead . We even may entertain the 
thought that certain tasks or roles are beneath us . We become frustrated when others 
secure positions of prominence, especially if we feel saddled with less glamorous 
responsibilities . We ask, “Why were they chosen instead of me? Why did they get 
that opportunity, while I was passed over?”

 » Why do you think insecurity makes it difficult to serve others?

Paul addressed these attitudes in his letter to the Philippians, urging “Let nothing 
be done through strife or vainglory (selfish ambition or vain conceit, NIV); but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves” (Philippians 2:3) . In 
contrast, he challenged us to adopt the mindset of Jesus (Philippians 2:7–8) .

True service is only possible when we possess genuine humility, and humility is 
only possible if we have a proper view of who we are in relationship to God . When 
we are secure in the knowledge that we are a child of the King, we will not feel 
threatened when we are called on to serve Him in humble circumstances . We know 
our seemingly humble role or task does not mean God loves us less than someone 
else who may, for the moment, serve in a place of greater prominence .

 »  How does a proper understanding of our relationship to God empower us to serve others?

II. GOD WANTS US TO BE HUMBLE AND LOVE ONE ANOTHER
Jesus knew the lesson He was sharing with His disciples that night would take time 

to digest . He even told Peter, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you 
will know after this” (John 13:7, NKJV) . Peter apparently spent time pondering Jesus’ 
lessons on humility and servanthood, because he later shared them with the readers 
of his first epistle . (Do not be discouraged if it takes a while to learn some lessons!) 
He exhorted them to “be clothed with humility” (I Peter 5:5) . 

Some commentators suggest Peter was referring back to the night when Jesus “laid 
aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself” (John 13:4) for the purpose 
of washing the disciples’ feet . (See Robertson’s Word Pictures of the New Testament, for 
example .) Jesus was not merely putting on the garments of a servant; He was clothing 
Himself with a servant’s attitude, which included humility . Peter was urging his fellow 
believers to adopt this same spirit of humility .

Peter also was implying that true humility will motivate us to voluntary submission . 
Submission may be an even less popular topic for modern readers than humility and 
servanthood, but it is a critical concept for Christians to grasp .

A. Submit to One Another
Peter began by urging the “younger” to “submit yourselves unto the elder .” He 

then added, “Yea, all of you be subject one to another” (I Peter 5:5) . 
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The English word subject is a translation of a Greek word which means, “a voluntary 
attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden” 
(Thayer and Smith Greek Lexicon) . Peter was telling his readers that submission is 
putting the needs and desires of others—especially the needs and desires of the 
church, the body of Christ—ahead of their own . It means choosing to cooperate with 
the team, even when the team’s decision inconveniences us or contradicts personal 
desires .

True biblical submission is not the weak cowering before the powerful and mighty . 
Submission is not one person browbeating or manipulating another into conforming 
to their demands . Biblical submission occurs when one person voluntarily surrenders 
their rights, power, and privilege to serve another—even another who does not 
possess the same level of power or authority .

Jesus was the picture of perfect submission . He voluntarily chose to go to the Cross . 
He did not want to suffer and die, but He prayed, “Nevertheless not my will, but thine, 
be done” (Luke 22:42) . On the night of His arrest, He observed that “twelve legions of 
angels” were at His disposal if He wished to order them into action (Matthew 26:53) . 
But the angels stayed silent as Jesus submitted to the will of the Father . He was not 
dragged, kicking and screaming, to His death . He voluntarily surrendered His life for 
the sake of others .

Jesus demonstrated that the root of true biblical submission is not fear or 
manipulation: it is love . Jesus girded Himself in a towel and washed His disciples’ 
feet because He loved them . “Having loved his own who were in the world,” John 
wrote, “he loved them to the end” (13:1, NKJV) . Because He loved them, He wanted 
to serve them .

When a believer is motivated by love, submission and service to others no longer 
feels burdensome . In fact, it can even become a delight .

 » How does love motivate true biblical submission? 

B. When We Humble Ourselves, He Will Lift Us Up
When Peter stressed the importance of humility (I Peter 5:5), he used the same 

Greek word, tapeinophrosune, that Paul used in Philippians 2:3 when he urged 
believers to, “in lowliness of mind…esteem other better than themselves .” These 
two apostles wanted us to understand that humility causes us to rank the needs of 
others ahead of our own needs .

The only power than can cause this sort of mental shift is love . Nothing inspires 
humility like love . Paul said love “seeketh not her own” (I Corinthians 13:5) . True love 
causes us to put others first .

A mother does not have to be prompted to spend hours caring for a sick child . She 
willingly stays at their bedside throughout the night, with little or no complaint . Why? 
Because she loves her child . No sacrifice is too great for love .
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The husband or father rises early and voluntarily heads off to work each day 
because he loves his family . He may not enjoy his job, or find it particularly fulfilling, 
but that does not matter: he has submitted his own desires to the good of the people 
he loves . He humbles himself, serving them in love .

Jesus stressed the importance of our love for each other, telling His disciples, “A 
new command I give you: Love one another . As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another . By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another” (John 13:34–35, NIV) . The only way everyone will know believers love one 
another is if their humble acts of service demonstrate this love .

When Christians operate in love, they do not need to be begged, browbeat, or 
manipulated before they will serve others or God’s Kingdom . They humbly and 
willingly put the needs of the Kingdom and the needs of others ahead of their own . 
Instead of loving to be served, they serve in love . They are not desperately trying to 
promote themselves or secure a position of honor . They know they are in the “mighty 
hand of God,” and that, if they humbly wait on and serve Him, He will “exalt (them) 
in due time” (I Peter 5:6) .

 » How can you serve someone this week?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Remember object lessons? An object lesson involved someone using an ordinary 

object to share a Biblical lesson . Object lessons have fallen out of fashion in recent 
years, but they once were a popular part of many youth services . Jesus used a servant’s 
towel to give His disciples an object lesson in service, humility, love, and submission . 

But just witnessing Jesus’ demonstration of these ideas was not enough . Jesus 
concluded His lesson by adding, “If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them” (John 13:17) .

It is impossible to understand the power and joy of servanthood merely by hearing 
someone talk about the concept . Frankly, topics like “submission” and “humility” 
are not appealing . Most people do not get excited about sermons on these subjects . 
They would rather hear preaching and teaching about faith, healing, or deliverance .

It is difficult to grasp the power of servanthood until it is put it into action . Talking 
about it does not make a difference . It takes more than head knowledge . But when 
a person humbles themselves, submits to Jesus Christ and His Body, and serves 
others, they unlock power that cannot be found anywhere else . It uncorks a fountain 
of joy—the joy that comes from serving .

For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. 
(John 13:15)
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Jude 1:3

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful 
for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints .

           LESSON TEXT 
Genesis 5:21–24

21 And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah:
22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat 

sons and daughters:
23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:
24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him .

Hebrews 11:5
5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because 

God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God .

Jude 1:3–4, 14–15
3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was 

needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints .

4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying 
the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ .

 .  .  .  .  .
14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 

cometh with ten thousands of his saints,
15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all 

their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him .

FOCUS THOUGHT
As the world becomes more wicked, we must stand strong in our faith.

Faithful to God

Lesson 12
February 16, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
President Theodore Roosevelt lauded the 

virtues of faithfulness and perseverance during a 
May 7, 1903 address in San Bernardino, California . 
His comments apply to the Christian life as well . 

Roosevelt reminded his audience of their 
pioneer heritage and the grit their predecessors 
displayed . “Remember that the chance to do 
the great heroic work may or may not come,” he 
said . “If it does not come, then all that there can 
be to our credit is the faithful performance of 
every-day duty .”

“If the time for the showing of heroism does 
come,” he added, “you may guarantee that 
those who show it are most likely to be the 
people who have done their duty in average 
times as the occasion for doing the duty arose .” 

 

        OUTLINE
I.  ENOCH WAS FATHFUL TO GOD

A .  He Prophesied to the Unfaithful
B . He Contended for the Faith
C .  He Was Translated and Did Not 

Experience Death

II.  GOD WANTS US TO STAND STRONG IN 
OUR FAITH

A . We Must Contend for the Faith
B . We Must Seek to Please God 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
THE AUTHOR OF OUR FAITH

William Sydney Porter was born in Greensboro, North Carolina, on September 11, 
1862 . In the early 1890’s, Porter was employed as a teller and bookkeeper at the First 
National Bank in Austin, Texas . Regrettably, funds were unaccounted for during that 
time, and Porter was charged, convicted of embezzlement, and sentenced to five years 
in prison .

Though he had begun writing previously, he honed his skill greatly during his 
incarceration . Thinking that his current status might limit his publishing options 
somewhat, he selected a pen name of O . Henry . Under that pseudonym he became 
one of America’s most prolific authors of the short story, at one point producing one a 
week for over a year .

His particular style incorporated one unique literary device . He was the master of 
the “twist” ending . Just when the readers thought they could anticipate where the plot 
line would proceed and how the characters would act, O . Henry would jar them with 
a totally unforeseen and unexpected development . The joy of reading his works was 
found largely in the last few lines when his mastery would be demonstrated .

In similar fashion, God has demonstrated His mastery over all in the final pages and 
lines of His written Word as well . There we can find the unfolded plan that He had in 
mind from the beginning . Unlike a work of O . Henry where reading the end first can 
spoil the pleasure, reading the end of God’s book only enhances our joy on the journey! 
Small wonder that Jesus is called the Author of our faith!
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
Our world emphasizes flashiness . Western culture celebrates talent, usually 

with little or no regard for character . God, on the other hand, rewards faithfulness . 
Flashiness may catch the attention of the masses and generate fifteen minutes of 
fame, but faithfulness catches God’s eye . And while the world’s favor quickly fades, 
the benefits of faithfulness are eternal .

I. ENOCH WAS FATHFUL TO GOD
Enoch is first introduced to us in “the book of the generations of Adam .” (See 

Genesis 5:1 .) Moses, the author of Genesis, offered minimal detail about Enoch’s 
life . Enoch’s story spans a mere seven verses (Genesis 5:18–24) and takes up just 
97 words in the King James Version . More information is provided about Enoch’s 
ancestors and offspring than his activities .

Interestingly, Genesis also does not record any words Enoch spoke . (We must wait 
until we reach the Book of Jude before learning what Enoch said .) But Genesis does 
offer insight into the sort of man Enoch was . Twice in seven verses, Moses observed 
that “Enoch walked with God” (Genesis 5:22, 24) .

When all is said and done, our walk says far more than our words ever can express .
Enoch’s walk with God was more than a casual stroll . He “walked with God after 

he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters” (Genesis 
5:22) . If Enoch had any inclination to abandon the path of righteousness, there 
undoubtedly were plenty of opportunities to do so . But Enoch was faithful through 
three centuries of the joys, sorrows, trials, travails, and triumphs that every life and 
family encounters . 

Through it all, there was one constant: Enoch walked with God .

A. He Prophesied to the Unfaithful
The New Testament does offer a few details about Enoch’s life that are not 

mentioned in the Old Testament account . When Jude warned the readers of his 
epistle about the dangers presented by false teachers, he hearkened back to Enoch 
for an example of how to confront ungodliness . 

Jude cited a prophesy recorded in the Book of Enoch, an apocryphal work whose 
authorship is traditionally attributed to its namesake . Jude recorded Enoch as 
declaring, “Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, to execute 
judgment upon all” (Jude 14–15) .

Enoch’s message had two elements: “the Lord cometh” (verse 14); and He will 
“execute judgment upon all” (verse 15) . These words of warning echo throughout the 
Scriptures, including the New Testament . 

Jesus Himself described the time of His return in similar language when He told the 
parable of the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25:31–46) . He spoke of a day “when 
the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him” (verse 31) . 
Jesus explained He would sit on a throne of judgement, proclaiming rewards to those 
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who had been faithful and pronouncing eternal punishment on those who had not . 
Enoch lived may years before Jesus walked the earth, but this Old Testament 

patriarch clearly was attuned to the tenor of the end times . Like Paul, he understood 
the preaching of Christ’s return is welcome news to those who believe and faithfully 
walk with God . (See I Thessalonians 4:18 .)

But, as Enoch alluded, these are frightening words for unbelievers . For them, 
Christ’s return will mark the beginning of their ultimate judgment . It will be a time of 
such terror that the wicked will beg the rocks to fall and crush them so they do not 
have to face “the wrath of the Lamb” (Revelation 6:16) .

Nearly two thousand years have passed since Jude wrote his epistle, and much 
more time has elapsed since Enoch prophesied, but the contemporary church’s 
mission remains identical to theirs . We also are called to preach the soon return of 
Christ and His impending judgment on an unbelieving world .

 » How should the knowledge of Christ’s return and coming judgment affect our daily lives? 

B. He Contended for the Faith
Jude’s urged his readers, both ancient and modern, to “earnestly contend for the 

faith which was once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3) . Simon J . Kistemaker, author of 
the New Testament Commentary on this epistle, explains that, “The New Testament 
concept to contend is familiar to (Jude’s) readers . In brief, it means to exert oneself 
without distraction to attain a goal .” Kistemaker adds that, for Jude, the goal was to 
spread the true gospel and defeat heresy .

Jude introduced Enoch to his readers as someone who had successfully faced 
similar challenges . Enoch had not been afraid to verbally confront deception with 
truth . But while Enoch defended the faith with his words, he also promoted truth in 
another, equally important manner: his walk of faith served as a witness against his 
unbelieving contemporaries .

Enoch lived at a time when the world was descending into darkness . It would not 
be long before God would express His sorrow over humanity’s sins and vow to start 
over through Noah’s family . But while the world was hurtling towards judgment, 
“Enoch walked with God” (Genesis 5:22, 24) . He did not allow himself to be dragged 
down by a degenerating culture . He remained faithful .

While it is important that we defend truth with our words, it is even more important 
to model it with our walk . Truth can never truly be defeated as long as someone, 
somewhere is faithfully living it out . The “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” a popular 
nineteenth century patriotic song written by Julia Ward Howe, declares in verse that, 
“His truth is marching on .” Truth does indeed march on, wearing the boots of faithful 
men and women who proclaim it in their everyday actions .

 »  Who do you know of who successfully “contended for the faith” in a previous 
generation and has influenced you to do so in the present?
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C. He Was Translated and Did Not Experience Death
Genesis concludes its brief account of Enoch’s life by describing his unusual exit 

from the earth: “And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him” 
(Genesis 5:24) .

Moses offered scant detail about the nature of Enoch’s departure, but the writer 
of Hebrews shed a bit of light on the subject . “By faith Enoch was translated that he 
should not see death,” Hebrews 11:5 says, adding, “God had translated him .” The 
theme of Hebrews 11 is, of course, faith, and the writer noted that Enoch’s faith in 
God is what caused him to be “translated that he should not see death .”

While we do not know exactly what happened, or how, we do know Enoch did not 
die a natural death . Hebrews uses the word translated (from the Greek metatithemi), 
which means “to transfer” or “to change .” This word also carries the meaning of “to go 
or pass over .” 

In all of Scripture, only the prophet Elijah experienced a similar exit . (Jesus died 
before He rose again and ascended into Heaven .) But Paul promised that, at a 
future point in time, all believers who are alive on the earth will experience a similar 
transformation (I Corinthians 15:51–52) . 

 » How does being a Christian change your perception of death?

II. GOD WANTS US TO STAND STRONG IN OUR FAITH
Our faith in God gives us hope that our end will be like Enoch’s . But in the meantime, 

present-day Christians have something else in common with this ancient patriarch . 
We live in a fallen world that seems to slip a little farther every day . Jesus compared 
the world of Enoch’s time (“the days before the flood”) with the way things would 
be when He returned . (See Matthew 24:36–44 .) Like Enoch, we are surrounded by 
wickedness . God’s people feel His impending judgment looming over the horizon .

The believers in Corinth also lived in a wicked culture, so the apostle Paul 
encouraged them to, “Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong” (I Corinthians 
16:13, NKJV) . Enoch did not have the benefit of Paul’s encouragement, but he did 
“stand fast in the faith,” and so can we . Enoch’s life offers a roadmap that can help 
guide us to a successful end on our journey of faith .

A. We Must Contend for the Faith
As previously mentioned, Enoch contended for the faith during his lifetime . We 

also recognize that Jude’s exhortation to “earnestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3) applies to us, too .

But how do we imitate Enoch and fulfill Jude’s command?
First, we can defend the faith with our words . If truth is going to be heard, it is 

up to us to speak it . This was the agenda of the early church . “They went forth, and 
preached every where” (Mark 16:20) . Even their enemies confessed, “ye have filled 
Jerusalem with your doctrine” (Acts 5:28) . 
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Peter urged us to, “be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you 
a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear” (I Peter 3:15) . If we are 
prepared, God will give us opportunities to share the message of truth with hungry 
hearts .

Sometimes it may feel that truth is at a disadvantage, especially when we consider 
the resources available to those who spread falsehood . But we must remember God 
is backing us up . We have the power of the Holy Ghost (Acts 1:8), the Gifts of the 
Spirit (I Corinthians 12, 14), and miraculous signs and wonders at our disposal (Mark 
16:15–20) . Truth always has prevailed, and it always will . Even when its preachers 
have been imprisoned and executed, the message of truth has slipped past the bars 
(II Timothy 2:9) and continued changing lives .

Preaching the truth is important, but nothing speaks louder than our lives . The 
most convincing argument for the veracity of the gospel is the transformed lives of 
believers . Peter told his readers that, in addition to being ready to defend their faith 
with words, they should make sure their conduct is “honorable among the Gentiles, 
that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which 
they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation .” (I Peter 2:12, NKJV) .

There is some debate as to what Peter meant by, “the day he visits us .” “Some 
say that the phrase the day he visits us refers to the last day of this age when God 
judges everyone” (Simon J . Kistemaker, New Testament Commentary, I Peter) . This 
interpretation is reflected in the New Living Translation’s rendering of these words 
as, “they will give honor to God when he judges the world .”

Two things are clear: our walk of faith serves as a witness to unbelievers in the 
present, and it will stand as a witness against them in judgment . Our hope and 
prayer are that our words and the witness of our faithful lives will convince them to 
obey the gospel before it is too late .

God has left us in this world to contend for the faith . With His help (and God certainly 
is helping us), we can remain faithful to our calling, just as Enoch was faithful to his .

 » What does it mean to “contend for the faith”? 

B. We Must Seek to Please God
Hebrews 11:5 offers perhaps the greatest commendation of Enoch’s life . In 

explaining why Enoch was translated, the author of Hebrews said, “he had this 
testimony, that he pleased God .”

As previously mentioned, the Bible does not give us many details regarding 
Enoch’s life . There is no indication that he gave an astronomical offering, preached 
prestigious conferences, or founded an educational institution . There is no record 
that he built hospitals or orphanages or dug wells in rural villages on another 
continent . All that is said of him is that he “walked with God” (Genesis 5:22, 24) .
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Nothing pleases God more than people who faithfully walk with Him . We may never 
accomplish anything that impresses the world, but that will be alright, provided that 
our faithfulness pleases God .

Enoch was faithful when others were not . Enoch was faithful as the world around 
him grew increasingly wicked . Enoch faithfully walked with God, even when judgment 
waited in the wings .

If Enoch could walk with God under these circumstances, we can walk with God in 
our present age . And if we walk with God, we will have the same testimony he had: 
we “pleased God .” 

 » Why do you think faithfulness pleases God more than talent or accomplishments?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Ask any leader which quality they appreciate most in a follower, and faithfulness 

probably will be near the top of their list . Talented people who are inconsistent 
and unreliable usually end up being replaced by someone who understands the 
importance of faithfulness .

Author Ryan Holiday highlights how faithfulness in small matters contributed to 
the ascendency of U .S . President James Garfield . In The Obstacle Is the Way, Holiday 
writes that Garfield “paid his way through college in 1851 by persuading his school, 
the Western Reserve Eclectic Institute, to let him be the janitor in exchange for tuition . 
He did the job every day smiling and without a hint of shame . Each morning, he’d ring 
the university’s bell tower to start the classes—his day already having long begun—
and stomp to class with cheer and eagerness .” It was not long before Garfield had 
been promoted to professor, and, by age 26, he was the dean of the school . 

Eventually, Garfield would be elected to lead the nation . Faithful adherence to daily 
duties helped take him from sweeping floors to living in the White House . 

As Christians, our goal is not to live in a President’s Mansion or a King’s Palace, but 
we are striving for a heavenly home, where we will live eternally with Enoch and the 
rest of the faithful saints . The good news is the goal is within reach of anyone who is 
willing to be faithful .

Our faithfulness on this earth sends a message to the world around us . Our daily 
walk of faith is an important element of our witness . Every day that we faithfully walk 
with God, we are successfully contending for the faith in a wicked world .

As Theodore Roosevelt said, “all that there can be to our credit is the faithful 
performance of every-day duty .” So stand strong, even when others are not . Be 
faithful . It matters more than we will ever understand in this life . 
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           FOCUS VERSES 
Jude 1:20–21

But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life .

           LESSON TEXT 
Jude 1:17–24

17  But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ;

18  How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after 
their own ungodly lusts .

19  These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit .
20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 

Ghost,
21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 

eternal life .
22  And of some have compassion, making a difference:
23  And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted 

by the flesh .
24  Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before 

the presence of his glory with exceeding joy .

FOCUS THOUGHT
When we feel pressure from  the world to let go of our faith, we must instead choose to 
persevere to the end.

A Call to Persevere

Lesson 13
February 23, 2020
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if they are attempting to learn to play the piano . 
Learning to play the piano requires a lot more 
time and practice than most students realize . 
Practicing a musical instrument is not only 
strenuous, it is monotonous and unexciting . 
Playing the same piece over and over until it is 
mastered is nerve wracking . 

Perseverance is required, not only to become a 
proficient musician, it is required to be proficient 
in any other area . Perseverance is the key to living 
a victorious life in Christ . “He that shall endure 
unto the end, the same shall be saved” (Matthew 
24:13) .

        OUTLINE
I.  REMEMBER WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN 

TAUGHT

II.  BUILD YOURSELF UP IN THE HOLY 
GHOST

III.  KEEP YOURSELF IN THE LOVE OF GOD

IV. PERSEVERE TO THE END

       CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Persevere is a verb meaning, “to persist 

in anything undertaken; maintain a 
purpose in spite of difficulty, obstacles, or 
discouragement; continue steadfastly .” 
Simply put, when we persevere, we refuse 
to give up . 

Letting go and giving up is the temptation 
everyone faces when reaching the difficult 
stage of any project or endeavor . For this 
reason many give up when they get tired 
and the going gets tough .

Every music teacher can tell you many 
students give up after a short time especially 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
LIQUIDITY IN THE WORLD MARKET

The Great Britain Pound faced ups and downs as talks about such things as Brexit 
hit the ears of world investors . A nation’s money depends on its economy and other 
factors around the world . If the Pound is in trouble, investors might convert their money 
to Euros . If the Aussie Dollar hits a tailspin, the value of the Japanese Yen might rise in 
response . These ebb-and-flow changes in a country’s coinage might be why we call it 
“currency” and describe financial markets with words such as “liquidity .” 

Some assets are more fluid than others . A person who owns a durable good such 
as grain, brick, wool, ore, or logs does not have a “liquid” asset . One must first find 
someone to buy those goods with money or trade for another good the supplier is in 
need of . Cash is a very liquid asset . At times, however, cash itself has been of no value 
when a government or economy fell apart . In such times, investors run to a timeless 
asset: gold . This yellow metal has maintained value throughout earth’s history and 
can still be trusted to be liquid enough for a buyer to exchange it for cash, goods, or 
services as needed .

In the Kingdom, our “liquid asset” is the Spirit . Spirit-filled people access faith, love, 
joy, patience, self-control, humility, mercy, and many more “goods and services” in the 
Kingdom . Those without the Spirit are living bankrupt lives . Children of the King find 
that this “eternal gold” spends well anywhere .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. REMEMBER WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN TAUGHT
As believers, we have been taught the Christian principles that were designed to 

sustain us spiritually . Remembering these during duress will bolster our courage 
and help us to continue . Previous biblical lessons act as constant reminders of our 
direction and destiny . Long after our teachers are silent and the books are closed, 
lessons they taught live on in our memory . Often we hear their words echoing off the 
walls of the past .

As previous flight instruction has helped many beleaguered pilots to know what to 
do, previous Christian training and instruction have guided many believers through 
the turbulent pockets of wind when the foggy runway was nowhere in sight .

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it” (Proverbs 22:6) . Training is the laying down of a track . Proper training provides, not 
only a way to proceed, but the right direction in which to proceed . A child may get off 
track momentarily, but as long as the track is there, he has something to return to . He 
may depart from the track, but the track will never depart from him . It is always there .

We all have problems with retaining what we read and study . But with practice we 
can improve our retention skill . Review and repetition are companions to retention . 
Going over past lessons can help anchor their truths in our minds . Meditation is also 
a great help for remembering . Whether we review past lessons literally or mentally, 
we keep them from gradually escaping our memory .

According to specialists in the area of the brain and memory, the brain retains 
everything it has ever received . Why then do we not remember everything? The 
problem is recall . Remembering has everything to do with recall . If we cannot 
remember something, it is because we cannot recall it . The information is there, 
but we cannot extract it from the memory bank . Evidence of this phenomenon often 
occurs when some incident, aroma, sound, or word causes us to remember something 
we thought we had forgotten . Sometimes even a song provides a backdrop for an 
experience long forgotten . It seems each note paints a vivid picture of a faded scene 
we thought was lost .

Remembrance and perseverance have a unique relationship with the three divisions 
of time; past, present, and future . What we have learned is obviously in the past . To 
remember is to call to the present something learned in the past . By remembering in 
the present the lessons of the past, we are encouraged to face the future .

What we as believers have been taught acts as a foundation upon which we build 
as we live this Christian life . The proper foundation provides stability to everything 
built thereon . If we have been taught right, our chances of surviving spiritually 
are much greater, especially if we will remember what we have been taught . A 
faulty foundation creates a condition of instability in everything built thereon and 
eventually will be the cause of the building failing .
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We may not know the weakness of our structure until the storm comes . In the 
Parable of the Two Foundations in Matthew 7, both houses, the one built on the 
rock and the one built on the sand, remained intact until the rain descended, the 
floods came, and the winds blew . It was then that the house on the rock stood firm 
and the house on the sand fell (Matthew 7:24–27) . Paul added, “If any man’s work 
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward” (I Corinthians 3:14) . 
This reward and the prize Paul referred to in I Corinthians 9:24 are the same . They 
represent what Jesus said in Revelation 2:10, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life .”

 » How can memory help a person persevere? 

II. BUILD YOURSELF UP IN THE HOLY GHOST
As body builders frequent the gym regularly to develop their physical bodies, 

soul builders frequent the church, the altar, and the Word regularly to develop their 
spiritual bodies . As a kid, this writer ordered a Charles Atlas course . He could identify 
with the scrawny picture of the young man in the advertisement . But he was enticed 
by the muscular form of the man who allegedly had benefited from such a course, for 
in the magazine advertisement they showed the before and after of the man . If you 
could see the writer today, you would probably say he wasted his time and money on 
the course . But he did learn something about dynamic tension, and it did help his 
self-esteem .

How do we build up ourselves in the Holy Ghost? This question can be answered  
by considering how physical things are built up . Recently there was a catastrophic 
flood in the writer’s area . After much devastation, many low-lying properties had to 
be built up . One such area lies close to this writer’s way to church . He has watched 
as acres have been gradually built up by truck after truck load of dirt being deposited 
in the low areas . One load dumped in a small area represents little improvement . But 
after hundreds and perhaps thousands of loads the area is noticeably higher .

This is the way believers build up themselves in the Holy Ghost . It is little by little . 
After one meal we cannot tell our child has grown . But after many meals, we notice 
a remarkable difference . Perhaps there is no noticeable growth after one church 
service, but after many services others can notice a difference in our growth .

Although there are illegal chemicals that can enhance a body builder’s physique, 
the legal and healthy way to fitness is a regular regimen of exercise and strength 
training . May we as believers learn something from this . To build up ourselves in the 
Holy Ghost we must submit to a regular routine of spiritual things that are designed 
to bring us to maturity and full development as a Christian .

We are all conscious of how we look . Hours annually are spent in front of the mirror . 
Billions are spent annually on materials to apply to the skin to enhance beauty . 
But what would be people’s response if they could look into God’s mirror and see 
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themselves as they really are? If they could, more time and money would be spent in 
the effort to improve their spiritual image .

The challenge to build ourselves up in the Holy Ghost reveals that when we receive 
the Holy Ghost, we are not at the point of completion but at the point of beginning . 
When a young teenage boy receives a body-building course in the mail, it does not 
mean he has the physique now that he may have after the course’s application .

The Holy Ghost is the Comforter; one called alongside to help . We understand 
scripturally that this helper is Jesus . When He comes into our lives, we have 
something that will develop us spiritually, if we will let it . For example, we have the 
potential of the fruit of the Spirit in our lives at the inception of the Holy Ghost . But 
there must be a development of this fruit . We have love, for the Scripture says, “The 
fruit of the Spirit is love” (Galatians 5:22), but that fruit is in its embryonic stage . It 
is a seed that must develop into a tree . The more we love the more developed and 
strong our love becomes .

 » How can we develop our spiritual bodies like we develop our physical bodies?

III. KEEP YOURSELF IN THE LOVE OF GOD
These seven words—Keep Yourself in the Love of God—especially the preposition 

“in,” seem to establish the love of God as a place . If it is a place, it is an area we enter 
and reside in . It can also be thought of as a relationship entered through the portal of 
the Holy Ghost . For Paul said, “The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost” (Romans 5:5) . As a believer, once we arrive at the place and in the relationship, 
we must do everything we can to remain there; to make that our domicile .

Note that this seven-word injection is in the form of an imperative sentence . The 
“you” is implied . Simply, the word is commanding: you keep yourself . No one else 
is going to keep you there . “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” 
(Philippians 2:12) . We are all answerable to God for our actions . No one else can be 
blamed for our lack of proper response to this injunction .

The love of God is a dimension that is higher than any relationship established 
by doctrine . Response to doctrine is cerebral . Response to the love of God is 
visceral . Simply, our mind sorts through the confusion of ideas and settles on an 
understanding of doctrine . Our heart responds to that doctrine and establishes a 
relationship with the God of that doctrine as we obey Him .

 » Discuss the difference between the mind and the heart.

Although the Word says, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; 
continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that 
hear thee” (I Timothy 4:16), Jesus said, “By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:35) . I Peter 4:8 says, “And above 
all things have fervent charity among yourselves .”
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Calvinism teaches that once we are in the love of God, it is not possible to ever lose 
that relationship . This doctrine teaches that once a person is saved, they cannot be 
unsaved or lost . If this were true, there would be no need to persevere . Once saved, 
a believer could relax and never again be concerned about being lost . Simply, once 
on the track that leads to Heaven, there could never be a chance of derailment . This 
doctrine nullifies the validity of verses like, “If ye do these things, ye shall never 
fall” (II Peter 1:10), and “Now unto him who is able to keep you from falling” (Jude 
1:24) . The term keep would have never been used if there was no need to keep . Our 
spiritual security is in Christ, but it is conditional . If eternal security were personally 
unconditional, it would be impossible to backslide or even blaspheme the Holy 
Ghost .

 » In what ways can we keep ourselves in the love of God? 

IV. PERSEVERE TO THE END
The highway is a better metaphor than a railroad track to explain our journey with 

the Lord . The verse, “From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain 
jangling” (I Timothy 1:6), would not make sense if we could not leave the track . Jesus 
said, “I am the way” (John 14:6) . The Greek term translated way means road . When 
we begin our journey with the Lord, we join the traffic on the road, not the trains on 
the track .

Although salvation begins in its embryonic stage when a person comes to the Lord, 
it is a process . It is not complete until the end of the process . For this reason the Word 
says, “He that shall endure unto that end, the same shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13) . 
“Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls” (I Peter 1:9) . And, 
“We are not of them who draw back unto perdition, but of them that believe to the 
saving of the soul” (Hebrews 10:39) . Simply, we are not saved until we persevere to 
the end . Salvation is a journey that must be completed to enjoy its ultimate reward .

If a person is eastbound on Interstate 70 in St . Louis, Missouri, headed for 
Columbus, Ohio, he is still in Missouri even though he may turn around and head 
westbound toward Denver, Colorado . Because he is headed toward Columbus does 
not mean he is in Columbus . Repentance is a turning around on the road of life . 
“There is a way that seemeth right unto man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death” (Proverbs 14:12) . A person on the road to hell who turns around and heads 
toward Heaven in the opposite direction has repented . Because he is on the road to 
Heaven does not mean that he is in Heaven . He who is in St . Louis, Missouri, headed 
for Columbus, Ohio, and turns around and heads toward Colorado is still in St . Louis . 
But he that shall keep traveling westward on Interstate 70 toward Colorado shall be 
in Colorado if he does not change directions .

John Stephen Akwari, a Tanzanian, who represented Tanzania in the marathon at 
the 1968 Summer Olympics, dislocated his right knee and injured his shoulder when 
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he was involved in a pile-up with other athletes nearing the halfway point of the race . 
Although he was advised to drop out of the race, he pressed on . Most everyone had 
left the stadium when he finally limped over the finish line . When Akwari was asked 
why he persevered, he said, “My country did not send me 5,000 miles to start the 
race . They sent me to finish the race .”

Enduring to the end is the believers’ goal . Paul said, “Know ye not that they which 
run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain” (I 
Corinthians 9:24) . It is the prize at the end of the race that we seek . Eternal life will 
be worth all the struggle .

 » What does it mean to persevere in living for the Lord? 

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Many years ago a common laborer in a distant state received a letter from his 

father-in-law telling of a rich ore strike in his area . The laborer excitedly made his way 
to his father-in-law’s domicile and began to make serious plans to dig . The ore was 
so shallow that it was possible to dig with a shovel to mine it . He and his friend dug 
and dug, but found no ore . After days of disappointment he decided to give up and 
return home . A few days after he returned home he received a letter from his father-
in-law stating that another man began to dig in the same hole and made a rich strike 
within a few inches .

How often do we give up when we are so close to our answer? Is it possible to give 
up when we are as close as one praise from the promise? Israel gave up at Kadesh-
barnea which was on the border of the land promised to them by the Lord . As a 
result, they wandered for 40 years before coming that close again . It was not until all 
the older people had died that God led the young people into their promised land .

Legend has it that when Christopher Columbus was asked by his mariners, “What 
are you going to do when you are not sure where you are and whether you have 
enough supplies to continue?” Columbus allegedly is said to have replied, “Sail on 
and on and on .” Let us say with Columbus, as well as with Paul, “We are not of them 
who draw back  .  .  . but of them that believe to the saving of the soul” (Hebrews 
10:39) .
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