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THE PURPOSE  
AND PLAN OF GOD 

by Jonathan McClintock

Planning a vacation is oftentimes 
more enjoyable for me than the 
actual vacation . Now don’t get 

me wrong, I love vacations! But there is 
something about researching, planning, and 
getting everything in order for a memorable 
trip . I love that part! I have found that the 
more I plan, the better I can relax when I 
get to my dream location . Planning ahead 
helps me account for what I can expect so 
I hopefully eliminate most of the surprises .

The wise man of Proverbs wrote that 
the thoughts or plans of the diligent 
person will lead to abundance, while the 
hastiness of those who fail to plan will lead 
to poverty . (See Proverbs 21:5 .) It is wise 
for us to become planners, and not just for 
vacations . The Bible urges us to plan for 
the uncertainties of our future, all the while 
trusting in the Lord who holds our future .

The writer of Proverbs used the ant to 
show us the importance of working hard, 
not succumbing to laziness, and planning 
for the days ahead . The ants of Proverbs 6 
work hard to store their provisions during 
the summer and gather their food during 
harvest . This planning and preparation 
aid their survival during difficult times .

However, this propensity to plan is not 
unique with humanity . In fact, having been 

made in God’s image, our inclination to plan 
comes from God Himself . The Lord does 
not act haphazardly . He is not a reactionary 
God . From the outset of Creation, His plan 
was Calvary . Before Adam and Eve ever 
sinned, God had a remedy in mind . His 
dealings with Noah, Abraham, Moses, and 
the children of Israel all followed a plan 
He had set in motion from the beginning . 
Nothing ever caught Him off guard, nor will 
anything ever surprise Him .

Though we plan because of our nature, 
our plans often fail . I can spend hours upon 
hours trying to plan the perfect vacation, 
but my plans are never certain . No matter 
how much planning I do, my plans never 
guarantee me a flawless experience . I am 
fallible and my plans may fail . 

However, God is a planning God, and 
His plans will never fail . The people of 
Jericho stood behind their walled city, but 
their walls were no match for the plan of 
God . The religious puppets of Jesus’ day 
arrested and killed Jesus, but even their 
plans were no match for the plan of God . 
And in these final days, everything that 
can be shaken will be shaken, but God’s 
plan for His church will not be prevented . 
And in the end, it is the purpose and plan 
of God that will stand . 
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LESSON MANUAL
This Lesson Manual has been developed with the goal of providing teachers numerous options 
to assist in preparation and delivery of each lesson .

In each lesson you will find a Focus Thought, Focus Verse, and Lesson Text that lay a foundation 
and give direction for the material that is to be presented . Questions are dispersed throughout 
the body of each lesson to provoke thought and spark discussion . We urge teachers to use these 
questions as a means of helping students apply each portion of the lesson .

STUDENT WORKBOOK  
The Student Workbook has been organized in such a way that students are given the tools to 
not only follow the major points of each lesson but will also have a tool to further their personal 
discipleship and devotion throughout the week .

1 . The Focus Thought, Focus Verse, and Culture Connection have been included in the 
Student Workbook .

2 . The Lesson Outline has also been included to give the student a template to follow as the 
lesson is being taught . In addition, certain parts of the outline correspond with the daily 
discipleship prompts in the Approach section . This is designed to show what part of the 
lesson corresponds to the particular day’s lesson text and application questions .

3 . The Approach section is designed to give the student daily discipleship prompts by 
including portions of the lesson and application questions . The flexibility of this section 
allows for the student to follow along and interact during class, to become familiar with 
the lesson content before class, or to spend time in review during the week following class .

4 . The Ask and Apply questions are presented for the purpose of helping the student 
contemplate the truths of Scripture and the content of the lesson . The questions are 
taken directly from the Lesson Manual and are designed to help the student apply what 
is being taught .

POWERPOINTS  
To access your free PowerPoints visit: Pentecostalpublishing .com/wappt
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           FOCUS VERSE 
Daniel 1:8

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s 
meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that 
he might not defile himself .

           LESSON TEXT 
Daniel 1:3–15

3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of 
the children of Israel, and of the king’s seed, and of the princes; 

4 Children in whom  was  no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and 
cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in 
the king’s palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans .

5 And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king’s meat, and of the wine which he 
drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king . 

6 Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: 
7 Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of 

Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of 
Abed-nego .

8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the 
king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the 
eunuchs that he might not defile himself . 

9 Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs . 
10 And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath 

appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the 
children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king . 

11 Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 

12 Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water 
to drink .

13 Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the 
children that eat of the portion of the king’s meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants . 

14 So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days . 
15 And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all 

the children which did eat the portion of the king’s meat .

FOCUS THOUGHT
God has called us to separate ourselves unto Him and be holy.

A Made-Up Heart

Lesson 1
September 6, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
A believer’s frame of mind determines so 

much of the Christian journey . It is possible 
to know truth and fully embrace truth . But in 
order to make right decisions, a believer must 
have a frame of mind that is fully persuaded 
and convinced of truth . Yet even as determined 
Christians, we may still struggle with worries, 
anxieties, and insecurities . 

Why the doubt? Perhaps because for a Christian 
believer, the mind must work in conjunction with 
the heart . While the mind directs one’s actions, 
only a redeemed heart can condition and guide 
the human mind from a spiritual context .

        OUTLINE
I.  NEBUCHADNEZZAR BESIEGED 

JERUSALEM
A . Took Vessels from the House of God
B .  Took the Most Promising Young Men 

from Israel
C .  Sought to Influence These Men in 

Babylonian Ways
D .  The Spirit of Our Age Seeks to Turn 

People away from God and Truth

II.   DANIEL PURPOSED TO REMAIN 
SEPARATE AND HOLY

A . He Requested a Different Diet
B . Found Favor with the Prince of Eunuchs
C .  We Must Purpose in Our Hearts to 

Remain Separate and Holy

III.  AFTER TEN DAYS THERE WAS 
NOTICEABLE CHANGE

A .  Daniel and His Friends Were in Better 
Condition Than Anyone Else

B .  God Blessed Daniel and His Friends 
Because of Their Commitment to Him

C .  Our Separation and Lifestyle of Holiness 
Should Bring Glory to God

 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
STAND UP

Keto . Mediterranean . South Beach . Atkins . Weight Watchers . Vegetarian . Vegan . 
Gluten-free . Low-carb . No-carb . All-carb . There are more diets than Dairy Queen 
has Blizzard combinations . (By the way it would be wonderful if Dairy Queen had a 
diet .) Millions of people dive into the deep end of the diet pool every year to improve 
their health or slim their waistline . But as the Book of Daniel opens, Daniel was not 
concerned with trimming down; he was concerned with obeying God .

God had given the children of Israel a diet plan in the Pentateuch that would keep 
them healthy, especially while wandering through the wilderness . Daniel must have 
stood out when he stood up for his faith . Daniel and his three Hebrew friends trusted 
God would take care of them . Although the servers feared for their lives, they brought 
only vegetables to these four faith-filled Hebrews . At the end of the trial period, Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah all fared better than the carnivorous Babylonians .

Our tests of faith may not hinge on what we eat for dinner, but our faith is tested to 
show we are called to be separate from this world . We give the first tenth of our income 
to show we trust God . We speak differently to glorify God . We dress differently to honor 
God . We live holy because we serve a holy God . When you are tempted to sit down and 
fit in, follow Daniel’s lead and stand up to stand out . You will find God will stand for 
those who stand for Him .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
Rather than allowing the natural, human mind to lead one’s decision making, a 

believer should learn to be sensitive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and trust the 
Spirit’s leadership . This involves having a mind that has been “transformed” (Romans 
12:2) by the Holy Spirit . The heart and mind work together in one’s relationship with 
the Lord . Even though he did not have the privilege of having the indwelling Holy 
Spirit, Daniel had a heart for God and his made-up heart informed and empowered 
his human mind to pursue and maintain the convictions of his heart .

I. NEBUCHADNEZZAR BESIEGED JERUSALEM

A. Took Vessels from the House of God
It was in the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, that the king of 

Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it (Daniel 1:1) . Nebuchadnezzar’s armies 
completely overran the city, ransacked it, and took from the Temple many sacred 
items . The tragic aspect of this story is that “the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah 
into his hand” (Daniel 1:2) . In other words, the fall of Jerusalem was not merely 
orchestrated by Nebuchadnezzar’s powerful and capable armies, but indeed by the 
Almighty Himself . The fall of Jerusalem and the consequent Babylonian captivity 
reflected the judgment of God upon His people . 

This is the beginning of the great exile of Judah, predicted by Isaiah, Micah, 
Zephaniah, and Habakkuk . The people had sinned and the Lord had to discipline his 
rebellious children (Willem A . VanGemeren, “Daniel” in Evangelical Commentary on 
the Bible, vol . 3) .

As if losing their independence and having their Temple ransacked and sacred 
vessels taken were not bad enough for the people of God, Nebuchadnezzar also took 
into captivity a number of their brightest, most intelligent young men . This was the 
fate that befell Daniel and his three Hebrew friends .

 »  How did God’s judgment upon Israel affect Daniel and the three Hebrews? Are good-
hearted, committed people sometimes negatively affected by the poor decisions of others?

B. Took the Most Promising Young Men from Israel
There is no indication of how many captives were taken; however, we do know 

the names of four who are mentioned in Scripture: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah . We also know their names were changed to Babylonian names: Belteshazzar, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego . Dwight Pentecost observed, “Because all four 
bore names that honored Yahweh, the God of Israel, their names were changed” (J . 
Dwight Pentecost, “Daniel,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 
Scriptures, vol . 1) . This name change was part of the Babylonian culture conditioning, 
changing their names from ones that honored the God of Abraham to ones associated 
with the Babylonian gods and culture . 
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C. Sought to Influence These Men in Babylonian Ways
Ashpenaz was charged with teaching these young Hebrews the language and 

literature of the Babylonians . They were assigned a daily portion of food and wine from 
the king’s table and were to be trained for three years . Following their training they 
would be ready to enter into the service of the king . This extensive three-year training 
period amounted to cultural conditioning . According to Willem A . VanGemeren, “The 
education was intended to brainwash the youths and to make them useful Babylonian 
subjects” ( “Daniel,” in Evangelical Commentary on the Bible, vol . 3) . 

 »  Can you think of anything today in our contemporary culture that would tend to serve 
as cultural conditioning?

D. The Spirit of Our Age Seeks to Turn People away from God and Truth
Interestingly, Babylon is still seeking to take captive the best and brightest of our 

generation . Paul wrote to the Corinthians of the ongoing spiritual battle between the 
force of good and of evil when he said, “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost: in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them” (II Corinthians 4:3–4) . The god of this world seeks to deceive 
and blind the lost, inoculating them against the saving truth of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ . Satan is the god of this present world and he seeks to indoctrinate the youth 
of every generation with the values of Babylon from which they will serve their own 
lustful ambitions and desires . The antidote to deception is the same today as it was 
for Daniel: to take advantage of the entire armor of God, including the parts of the 
armor that protect our head and our heart .

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. (Ephesians 6:12–13)

II. DANIEL PURPOSED TO REMAIN SEPARATE AND HOLY

A. He Requested a Different Diet
There is no indication in the biblical narrative that Daniel exhibited an ugly or 

obstinate attitude toward his captors, but he did exhibit a heart that was determinedly 
set upon his God . The key to Daniel’s victorious stance in Babylon was that he had 
purposed in his heart not to defile himself with the king’s meat (Daniel 1:8) . His 
decision was a mental one, to be sure, but one that was aligned with the values in 
his heart for God . He respectfully made his request to Ashpenaz that his diet might be 
altered to respect his desire to avoid pagan defilement .
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 »  Why is our attitude and approach important when resisting evil and standing for truth 
and righteousness?

B. Found Favor with the Prince of Eunuchs
Perhaps due in part to his respectful and conscientious demeanor, Daniel had 

established a favorable relationship with those charged with his keeping—apparently 
Ashpenaz (the prince of the eunuchs) and Melzar, who had direct, daily oversight of 
the Hebrews . However, although Melzar was sympathetic to Daniel’s polite request, 
he feared the king’s reaction should the Hebrews decline in their appearance of 
health . But Daniel proposed a ten-day trial of a diet of vegetables and water (Daniel 
1:12–13) . In this proposed trial, they would compare the faces of the Hebrews after 
ten days with the faces of those eating the king’s meat . If the Hebrews’ faces failed 
to appear as healthy as desired, they could then follow the diet ordered by the 
king . Daniel evidently was unafraid of proposing such a test because his faith and 
confidence were securely anchored in the Lord .

C. We Must Purpose in Our Hearts to Remain Separate and Holy
Separation and holiness do not just happen apart from choice . Personal choice 

and decision are always essential elements of pursuing holiness . As Paul revealed 
in II Corinthians 7:1, personal effort is required in order to achieve both inward and 
outward holiness . It is true that the Holy Spirit is the only source of true holiness and 
that humans are unable to produce holiness from their own human efforts . However, 
we still have to cooperate with the Holy Spirit by following the Spirit’s guidance in 
making vital choices . Paul referred to this as cleansing “ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (II Corinthians 7:1) . 
Believers have to mentally decide (the head) to follow the leading of the Spirit (the 
heart), bringing their head and heart into a decisive action to pursue the holiness of 
God, which is “perfecting holiness .” 

Daniel and his three Hebrew friends determined to avoid defilement, but they did 
not allow their spirit and attitude to be defiled in the process of requesting the special 
diet . Apparently, Daniel was respectful . Further, they were unafraid of putting to the 
test their specially requested diet that avoided the king’s meat .

III. AFTER TEN DAYS THERE WAS NOTICEABLE CHANGE

A. Daniel and His Friends Were in Better Condition Than Anyone Else
God rewarded Daniel’s faith and heart-felt determination to avoid defilement . His 

face, along with that of Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael appeared better than any of 
the others who were following the royal diet prescribed by the king . 

B. God Blessed Daniel and His Friends Because of Their Commitment to Him
Dwight Pentecost points out the reasons Daniel and his friends were opposed to 

the king’s diet . It was a generous portion of “food and wine daily from the king’s 
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own table . However, this food did not conform to the requirements of the Mosaic law . 
The fact that it was prepared by Gentiles rendered it unclean . Also no doubt many 
things forbidden by the Law were served on the king’s table, so to partake of such 
food would defile the Jewish youths . Further, without doubt this royal food had been 
sacrificed and offered to pagan gods before it was offered to the king . To partake of 
such food would be contrary to Exodus 34:15, where the Jews were forbidden to eat 
flesh sacrificed to pagan gods” (J . Dwight Pentecost, “Daniel,” in The Bible Knowledge 
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, vol . 1) .

God blessed the Hebrews’ commitment to preserve themselves according to the 
Law . They could have enjoyed dining on the sumptuous food provided by the king, 
but their hearts guided them to make the right decision of commitment to God’s 
commandments . 

“I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which 
shall fulfil all my will” (Acts 13:22). We need to develop our heart to love 
and pursue God’s values. Pastor Stephen Funderburk stated, “In 20 years 
of pastoring I have made many trips to the hospital for people having open 
heart surgery, but only once did I have someone who was having a heart 
transplant. This is an amazing thought; you have a heart that is so diseased 
that you are going to die, and you receive a brand-new heart from someone 
else and you live. I guess all of us from time to time wish we could get a heart 
transplant, not in the physical realm, but that we would be given a spiritual 
heart that would function perfectly for God. Since that cannot happen, here 
is the next best thing: developing the heart you have into a heart after God” 
(www.sermoncentral.com).

God honored their commitment, allowing their appearance to surpass the 
appearance of those following the king’s diet . We cannot prove that their chosen diet 
of vegetables and water was healthier than the king’s meat, but we know for certain 
that the blessing of God always makes a difference . The difference in the healthy 
appearance of their faces was obvious, and God was exalted by the commitment of 
His faithful servants .

 »  How has God honored you in a way that has caused others to see Him through you 
and your circumstances?

C. Our Separation and Lifestyle of Holiness Should Bring Glory to God
Separation involves two aspects that are important to living a life of holiness: 

1 . being separated from worldliness, and 2 . being separated unto God . In other 
words, separation involves being set apart for a special purpose unto the Lord . Paul 
wrote, “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (II Corinthians 
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6:17–18) . The Greek word for separate here is aphorizō, which means “to set off 
by boundary, i .e ., (figuratively) limit, exclude, appoint, etc .: — divide, separate, 
sever, to mark off from others by boundaries, to limit, to separate; in a bad sense: to 
exclude as disreputable; in a good sense: to appoint, set apart for some purpose” 
(Enhanced Strong’s Dictionary) . 

The concept of separation is similar to the idea behind the fine china tableware 
that has been set aside for use on special occasions . It is not the dinnerware that is 
common and used randomly . Rather, its use is special and designates the high priority 
the owner has placed upon the occasion . So it is with the believer’s separation . The 
believer has been called out from a spirit of worldliness and set apart unto the special 
and elevated use of God Himself . This also depicts the idea of holiness .

The believer has been called to a life of holiness: “But as he which hath called 
you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; because it is written, Be ye 
holy; for I am holy” (I Peter 1:15–16) . Further, the writer of Hebrews admonished us to 
“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” 
(Hebrews 12:14) .

The life of separation and holiness to which a believer has been called is a lifestyle 
that glorifies God and His work of sanctification within the believer . It is a living 
demonstration of what God can accomplish within a person whose heart and mind 
are set upon the Lord Jesus Christ .

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth. (Colossians 3:1–2)

 »  What are some ways that a believer’s separation and commitment to inward and 
outward holiness may bring glory to God?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
The power of a made-up mind is often contemplated, and there is little question 

about the stamina and endurance produced within a person whose mind is made up 
and who is determined regarding a particular matter . However, there is something 
exponentially more powerful: the power of a made-up heart . A determined heart 
working in conjunction with a made-up mind regarding a particular decision or 
action is a powerful force . 

Believers in Christ Jesus do not just doggedly pursue the course determined within 
their minds; instead they act upon  .  .  . the strength of convictions—decisions based 
upon the values and emotions of their hearts . This was the case of Daniel and his 
three Hebrew companions . Daniel purposed in his heart not to defile himself with 
the king’s meat; therefore, his decision was not purely a mentally defined decision, 
but one born out of his heart of love, conviction, and commitment to God .
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Daniel 2:19

Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of 
heaven .

           LESSON TEXT 
Daniel 2:14–23

14 Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king’s guard, 
which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon: 

15 He answered and said to Arioch the king’s captain, Why is the decree so hasty from the 
king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel . 

16 Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he 
would shew the king the interpretation . 

17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah, his companions:

18 That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel 
and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon .

19 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision . Then Daniel blessed the God 
of heaven .

20 Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom 
and might are his: 

21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he 
giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding:

22 He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the 
light dwelleth with him .

23 I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and 
might, and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made 
known unto us the king’s matter .

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because God is in control, we can trust Him to reveal His purpose and plan.

God Is in Control

Lesson 2
September 13, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
In her devotional “Who’s In Charge Here?” 

Angela Watson contemplated the importance 
of teachers allowing for God’s sovereignty 
in the classroom . She wrote, “Have you ever 
purposefully turned your classroom over to the 
Lord? Sure, you’ve prayed to Him intermittently 
throughout the day (mostly when you felt ready 
to strangle one of the kids!) . You’ve probably 
encountered situations in which you were 
powerless and sighed, ‘Oh, well, it’s in God’s 
hands now . Nothing else I can do .’ It is certainly 
convenient (and scriptural) to turn problems 
over to God when we are in the thick of them . But 
what if we take our faith to the next level and give 
a situation over to God before it even happens?” 
(www .thecornerstoneforteachers .com) .

While Watson suggested teachers become 
proactive in turning their situations over to God 
before problems develop, the fact is God is 
already in control . We just need to recognize His 
sovereignty, celebrate it, and work in harmony 
with Him . 

        OUTLINE
I. NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD A DREAM

A .  His Wise Men Could Not Interpret His 
Dream

B . He Sought to Kill His Wise Men
C . The Wisdom of Man Always Falls Short

II.  DANIEL ASKED THE KING FOR TIME TO 
DETERMINE THE INTERPRETATION

A . He Shared the Dilemma with His Friends
B . They Sought the Lord for Mercy
C . There Is Power in the Prayers of Believers

III.  GOD REVEALED THE DREAM’S 
INTERPRETATION TO DANIEL

A .  Daniel Praised God for Answering His Prayer
B . God Will Answer Our Prayers

IV.  DANIEL TOLD NEBUCHADNEZZAR THE 
INTERPRETATION

A .  The King Was Amazed and Worshiped 
Daniel

B .  The King Declared Daniel’s God to Be 
Greater Than All Other Gods

C . Nebuchadnezzar Promoted Daniel
D . God Is in Control and We Can Trust Him

         CULTURE CONNECTION
IF ONLY IN MY DREAMS

Weapon-wielding people have chased me . Bears have chased me . Buffalo have even 
chased me . They are faster than you think . I have stared down tornadoes . I have fallen 
off a cliff, but I have never hit the ground . Some believe if you hit the ground in a dream, 
it means, “I am really going to miss that guy .” I have lived a full life, if only in my dreams . 

Dreams can mean something significant like they did for Nebuchadnezzar, or 
sometimes those wacky dreams just mean sausage pizza and Kung Pao chicken do not 
mix . According to Psychology Today, “Although people often think that the brain is shut 
down during sleep, researchers now know that sleep is a period of intense neurological 
activity” (Thomas Feldman, “Do Dreams Really Mean Anything?” psychologytoday .com) .

While not all dreams have a significant, spiritual meaning, some do . Sometimes God 
speaks to us while we dream, especially if we cannot hear Him while we are awake . He 
did for Jacob and Joseph in Genesis and for Mary and Joseph in Matthew . Job wrote, 
“For God may speak in one way, or in another, yet man does not perceive it . In a dream, 
in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls upon men, while slumbering on their 
beds, then He opens the ears of men, and seals their instruction” (Job 33:14–16, NKJV) .

Maybe your dream was from God; maybe it was from King Garden China Buffet . The 
best way to know the difference is to ask God in prayer . If He was speaking during your 
dream, He will certainly speak during your devotion .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD A DREAM

A. His Wise Men Could Not Interpret His Dream
The climate in the palace of Babylon suddenly shifted when King Nebuchadnezzar 

had a dream that perplexed and troubled him . He was so troubled that sleep 
departed from him and he could find no relief . The biblical text mentions he 
“dreamed dreams,” suggesting more than one dream . Dwight Pentecost states, “The 
use of the plural here (dreams) seems to indicate a recurrence of the same dream” 
(J . Dwight Pentecost, “Daniel,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition 
of the Scriptures, vol . 1) . He could not even remember the essence of the dream . He 
could only feel it was somehow significant and that he needed to know its meaning . 
Consequently, Nebuchadnezzar called for his wise men to appear before him so that 
he could inquire of them as to the dream and its significance .

 »  Have you ever been troubled by a dream? Has God ever spoken to you through a 
dream? Explain.

Nebuchadnezzar’s wise men were unable to determine the dream or its meaning 
despite their multiple and combined efforts . The king expected his wise men to both 
reconstruct the dream as well as provide its meaning . Losing his patience with them 
and their inability to produce the dream and its interpretation, the king threatened 
their lives and their very houses, presumably threatening the lives of all their 
households as well . “The sages argue that the giving of dreams, the reconstruction 
of the parts, and the interpretation belong to the gods (Daniel 2:11) . What the king 
demands is much more than they can handle” (Willem A . VanGemeren, “Daniel,” in 
Evangelical Commentary on the Bible, vol . 3) . 

B. He Sought to Kill His Wise Men
The king gave the wise men an offer they could not refuse: great gifts, rewards, and 

honor if they interpreted the dream, or death and desolated houses if they failed to 
interpret . They complained to the king that there was no king or ruler who required 
such an impossible feat of his wise men . The king was being unreasonable . Still, the 
king became very angry and ordered the destruction of all the wise men of Babylon, 
which would reach even to Daniel and his Hebrew companions (Daniel 2:12–13) . 

C. The Wisdom of Man Always Falls Short
It is human nature to feel our knowledge is perfect and invincible while the reality 

is human knowledge and wisdom alone are always insufficient . For a person to feel 
positive, ambitious, and self-confident is not a bad thing; it is simply inadequate 
apart from true godliness, divine purpose, and confidence that is anchored in Christ 
Jesus . We can do all things through Jesus Christ (Philippians 4:13)! “Because the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
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men” (I Corinthians 1:25) . Christian believers need to learn to depend upon the one 
who has perfect knowledge and perfect wisdom . Our sufficiency as believers is in 
Christ alone .

Robert Deffinbaugh tells the story of his friend John stopping by his house and 
Robert noticing a bracket was broken on the truck causing the tailpipe to rattle . He 
shared, “Having just obtained an electric welder which I loved to use at the slightest 
excuse, I offered to fix the bracket . John seemed grateful for my offer, and I set out to 
weld the broken piece .  But the task was not easy . The position of the break, along 
with my inexperience and lack of skill made the repair difficult . As I proceeded to 
blunder along, my friend tried to look impressed and appreciative . After a while, I 
turned to John and asked, ‘Do you know how to weld?’ When he admitted that he did 
know a little about welding, I suddenly recalled with considerable embarrassment 
that John had been a teacher of industrial arts . He not only knew how to weld; he 
had taught others to weld . It is easy for us to think we are better than we really are” 
(www .bible .org) .

 »  Can you suggest some situations where human knowledge has proven to be 
insufficient because it was lacking the applied wisdom of God?

II. DANIEL ASKED THE KING FOR TIME TO DETERMINE THE INTERPRETATION

A. He Shared the Dilemma with His Friends
Daniel shared the dilemma with his Hebrew companions . Their lives were in danger 

the same as the wise men who were unable to provide what the king demanded . 
Here Daniel demonstrated again that in him was indeed an excellent spirit . When 
confronted by Arioch, apparently the chief executor for the king, Daniel inquired 
of him with wisdom and tact, “Why is the decree so hasty from the king?” (Daniel 
2:15) . Daniel apparently was calm and reasoned in his response to the man who held 
Daniel’s fate in his hands .

Arioch explained the situation to Daniel, and Daniel sought an opportunity to 
explain the dreams to the king . The only thing he requested of the king was time 
that he could appropriately inquire of the one who could reveal the dream and its 
meaning to him . With his request for time granted, Daniel again demonstrated his 
wise frame of mind and unselfish approach to life . He shared the situation with 
Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael, and enlisted them to join with him in a time of 
seeking the answer from the Almighty, which they agreed to do (Daniel 2:17–19) .

 »  What did Daniel’s sharing of the situation with Hananiah, Azariah, and Mishael 
demonstrate about Daniel’s character and approach to life?

B. They Sought the Lord for Mercy
Together the four Hebrews began to pray and intercede before God that He would 

reveal to them the secret of Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams, which also would spare their 
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lives . While some believe they prayed together and then retired for the night, others 
are convinced they continued interceding until God gave a “night vision” to Daniel . 
While either scenario is a possibility, the important thing is that God came through 
and provided the spiritual insight they sought . God had mercy upon the Hebrews, 
and for their sake—and for the sake of unveiling biblical prophecy—He revealed the 
dream and its interpretation to Daniel .

C. There Is Power in the Prayers of Believers
The foremost lesson in this portion of the biblical narrative is that there is power 

in united prayer . When the people of God join together with faith to present their 
petitions to the Almighty, they can be confident He will answer and provide in His 
own way and according to His eternal purpose . Corporate prayer is powerful prayer . 
For example, consider Acts 4:31–33 . In these verses we see several definite results 
from the corporate prayers of believers together:

1 . The place was shaken where they were assembled . 
2 . They were all filled with the Holy Ghost and boldly spoke the Word of God . 
3 . They were all unified (one heart and one soul) .
4 . The apostles gave powerful witness to the Resurrection .
5 . Great grace was upon them all .

III. GOD REVEALED THE DREAM’S INTERPRETATION TO DANIEL

A. Daniel Praised God for Answering His Prayer
God revealed the secret of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream to Daniel “in a night vision” 

(Daniel 2:19) . Their joint prayers to God had worked and brought to light the answer 
to the king’s dream . Daniel commenced worshiping God for revealing the secret to 
them, and his worship is recorded within the context of four verses (Daniel 2:20–
23) . Daniel knew it is God who sets kings up and takes kings down and that it is 
God who gives wisdom and understanding . He praised God and celebrated the 
one who alone can reveal secrets shrouded in darkness for He is the light that 
illuminates every hidden thing of darkness . Daniel thanked the Lord for revealing 
to him the king’s secret .

B. God Will Answer Our Prayers
The people of God should not be timid or uncertain regarding the prayers they 

pray . God answers prayer! Jesus assured His disciples, “Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for every one 
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opened” (Matthew 7:7–8) . Further, Jesus promised if we would ask in His name 
He would provide:

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. (John 
14:13–14)
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Whatever our needs may be, it is appropriate to present our petitions to the one 
who can provide the needed help, sustenance, and answers . There is nothing 
beyond His reach and no situation about which He does not care . He knows the path 
we follow, and He cares about us as individuals . 

 »  Are we sometimes timid regarding the possibility of God answering our prayers? Why 
and on what basis ought we to approach His throne with boldness?

IV. DANIEL TOLD NEBUCHADNEZZAR THE INTERPRETATION

A. The King Was Amazed and Worshiped Daniel
Daniel went to Arioch and informed him that God had revealed the dream to him 

and therefore requested Arioch refrain from destroying the wise men of Babylon . 
It is refreshing to see that Daniel’s mediation was not personal—not seeking the 
preservation of only his life and the lives of his three Hebrew companions—but was 
an arbitration on behalf of all the wise men of Babylon (Daniel 2:24), most of whom 
were pagans . Hence, Daniel sought an audience with the king that he could reveal 
the interpretation to him . 

Arioch quickly took Daniel before the king and announced to Nebuchadnezzar that 
“a man of the captives of Judah” would “make known unto the king the interpretation” 
(Daniel 2:25) . Daniel’s testimony to the king that followed was a celebration of the 
Almighty, for he said, “There is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets” (Daniel 2:28) . 
The one who possesses all knowledge and from whom nothing is hidden had given 
the dream and interpretation to Daniel, and Daniel was glad to share the secret with 
the king . Daniel was quick to make clear that the revelation had nothing to do with 
his personal wisdom, “but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation 
to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart” (Daniel 2:30) . 
In response the king worshiped Daniel (Daniel 2:46), although clearly Daniel had no 
interest in self-promotion; his interest existed only in promoting the God of Heaven 
and Earth .

B. The King Declared Daniel’s God to Be Greater Than All Other Gods
Through Daniel God was able to demonstrate His greatness in the face of a pagan 

king . Nebuchadnezzar testified, “Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and 
a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret” 
(Daniel 2:47) . It is great when God’s people are interested only in declaring His 
greatness and not in seeking credit and glory for themselves . God shares His glory 
with no one (Isaiah 42:8; 48:11) . Our ultimate purpose on Earth as believers is to 
spread the good news of Jesus Christ and make known to the world the greatness of 
our God manifested in Jesus Christ for our redemption from sin .
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C. Nebuchadnezzar Promoted Daniel
As a result of the revelation of the dream and its interpretation, Nebuchadnezzar 

rewarded Daniel handsomely . He made Daniel a great man, gave him many great 
gifts, and made him a ruler over the entire province of Babylon, as well as being the 
chief governor over the Babylonian wise men (Daniel 2:48) . Once again showing the 
greatness of his character and the complete absence of self-serving interests, Daniel 
requested a place for his fellow Hebrews, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and 
placed them over the affairs of the province of Babylon while Daniel remained in a 
palace position . 

Stephen Miller observed, “Daniel did not forget his friends . At his request 
Nebuchadnezzar made Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego ‘administrators over the 
province of Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court’ (Daniel 2:49)” 
(Stephen R . Miller, Daniel, vol . 18) . 

D. God Is in Control and We Can Trust Him
God is in control . While He allows Satan for the time being to act as the prince of 

the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2), God maintains the ultimate power and control 
over all things . (See Jeremiah 27:5–8 .) This is revealed in Daniel 2:21:

And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth 
up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know 
understanding. 

We can trust the Lord . We may not understand all His ways because we are human 
and He alone is divine, and His ways are so far above our ways (Isaiah 55:8–9), but 
we can trust Him . 

 »  Some have suggested that trust is the highest and deepest dimension of faith. Do you 
agree? How would you compare trust and faith? 

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
God in His ultimate plan and purpose for this world desires to use His people 

to reveal His identity and greatness . Events in this life are not random or without 
ultimate meaning . While God does not cause all things to happen and does not even 
like all that happens, still He is able to work all things to bring about His ultimate plan 
and glory . His plans and purposes are good and we can trust His ways in all things . 

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28)

The church is the apple of God’s eye (Zechariah 2:8) and His royal priesthood (I 
Peter 2:9) . His people are a chosen generation who are called to magnify the praises 
of the Almighty, the one “who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light” (I Peter 2:9) . We can rest in the assurance that God is in complete control, and 
we can place our absolute trust and confidence in His ways .
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Daniel 4:37

Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are 
truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.

           LESSON TEXT 
Daniel 4:28–37

28 All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar .
29 At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon .
30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the 

kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?
31 While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king 

Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee .
32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: 

they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou 
know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will .

33 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from 
men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs 
were grown like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws .

34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 
understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured 
him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from 
generation to generation:

35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to 
his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his 
hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?

36 At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine 
honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought unto me; 
and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me .

37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works 
are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase .

FOCUS THOUGHT
We must seek to avoid pride because God honors humility.

A Changed Heart

Lesson 3
September 20, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
William stood alone in the hall as his classmates 

participated in mandatory prayer before class . 
When William’s mother, Madalyn Murray O’Hair, 
realized the scenario, she filed suit against the 
school system because of her stance against God . 
This dispute and subsequent lawsuit eventually 
reached the United States Supreme Court . 

In his book My Life without God, William 
J . Murray revealed that after having been 
manipulated by his mother for many years, 
followed by a devastating life of alcoholism, 
he finally found freedom and healing at the 
age of thirty-three . He took a stand in direct 
opposition to his mother’s cause, announcing 
he was indeed a believer in God . William Murray 
established the non-profit organization Religious 
Freedom Coalition, based in Washington, D .C ., 
which advocates the defense and preservation 
of America’s Christian heritage and monitors 
Christian persecution in other countries (www .
religiousfreedomcoalition .org) . 

        OUTLINE
I.  NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD A SECOND DREAM 

A . A Tall Tree Was Cut Down
B . A Man’s Heart into a Beast’s Heart
C .  God Has the Power to Change the Hearts 

of Men 

II.  DANIEL INTERPRETED THE KING’S DREAM
A . The Tree Represented the King
B .  His Enemies Would Drive Him from His 

Kingdom
C .  Nebuchadnezzar Must Find Humility and 

Let God Change His Heart
D . We Must Let God Change Our Hearts 

III. THE DREAM CAME TO PASS
A . Nebuchadnezzar Became Prideful
B . His Kingdom Was Taken from Him
C . God-Given Dreams Will Come to Pass 

IV.  NEBUCHADNEZZAR TURNED TO GOD 
IN THE END 

A . He Honored God and Remained Humble 
B . God Brings Down the Prideful
C . God Honors the Humble 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
LIFE AND LEADERS

It was a most unusual move . Corporations typically look through their corner office 
windshield to hire the best and brightest to sit in the CEO’s seat . They rarely look in 
their rear-view mirror to find a leader who used to lead and ask him to lead again . 
But Apple did just that in 1996 . Steve Jobs founded the tech giant we know as Apple . 
If you have any electronic device that starts with a lowercase i, Steve Jobs’ visionary 
fingerprints are all over it .

But business was not always booming at Apple . After some complaints and conflicts, 
the board of Apple sided with their CEO—whom Steve Jobs recruited—and removed 
Jobs from the Macintosh division . In a speech he made at Stanford University twenty 
years later, he remarked, “I was out—and very publicly out  .  .  .  . What had been the 
focus of my entire adult life was gone, and it was devastating .  .  .  . I was a very public 
failure” (Joel Siegel, “When Steve Jobs God Fired by Apple,” abcnews .go .com) .

But in 1996, a struggling Apple acquired Jobs’ next tech startup and returned him 
to his CEO seat one year later . From that seat, Steve Jobs steered Apple to the iPod 
to the iPhone to the iPad . Long before Apple rose and fell and rose again, Babylon 
faced a similar power struggle . God had ousted Nebuchadnezzar due to his pride, but 
when he repented and realized God was in charge, not him, God restored his sanity 
and mental faculties . When Babylon went looking for their next king, they found their 
previous king, and set the crown back on his head . Life has a way of making leaders 
better leaders, even if leaders need to take time to learn more by leading less .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
Some people are deemed beyond redemption because of their anti-God actions or 

worldly appearance . In spite of our presumptions, God has a way of showing us that no 
matter the outward manifestation of rejection toward God, He still loves and draws ev-
eryone to Himself . It is hard to imagine those who are antagonistic toward the things of 
God standing in the presence of God with hands raised, worshiping the Savior they for-
merly mocked . However, the biblical account of Nebuchadnezzar is a great reminder that 
God can take the hardened heart of the most unlikely person and soften it toward Him . 

I. NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD A SECOND DREAM 
Nebuchadnezzar was familiar with dreams sent from God . His first recorded 

dream was an opportunity for God to bring Daniel to the forefront and interpret 
God’s intention for Babylon and succeeding Gentile powers . (See Daniel 2 .) After 
this second harrowing, frightful dream, King Nebuchadnezzar called all his wise 
men together in order to reveal the interpretation . In Daniel 4:6–7, Nebuchadnezzar 
shared the dream with magicians, astrologers, enchanters (witches), and diviners 
(fortune tellers), expecting them to interpret his dream . However, he was looking 
for answers in the wrong places . These were unbelievers in the one true God and 
unable to provide answers for the king . Finally, Daniel was called . He was the only 
one able to interpret the dream . Although Daniel was a captive in a foreign land, 
God put him in the right place at the right time . Because Daniel was able to interpret 
Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream, he was aware that Daniel had a connection with the 
spirit world . It is hard to understand why he did not call Daniel first; nevertheless, 
after all his searching, God’s servant was the one with whom Nebuchadnezzar found 
answers and the true interpretation of his dream . 

 » Have you ever had a dream that you knew was from God? How did you know?

A. A Tall Tree Was Cut Down
Nebuchadnezzar explained his dream to Daniel . He saw a very large tree growing 

healthy and lush in the middle of the earth . It reached high into the sky and provided a 
place for birds to build their nests . It sheltered animals on the ground from the beating 
sun, and the ripe fruit from the branches provided food for all the living creatures . Then 
a messenger appeared from Heaven and declared that the tree was to be cut down and 
all the leaves and vegetation were to be stripped and scattered, no longer providing 
sustenance . The stump and roots were to be left in the ground and bound with a chain 
to the earth, but the rest of the tree was destroyed . Then he saw the stump become 
like a wild beast—wet with dew on its back—running in a pack with the wild animals 
for seven periods of time . At the end of his dream the purpose was revealed: “In order 
that the living may know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, gives it to 
whomever He will, and sets over it the lowest of men” (Daniel 4:17, NKJV) .
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B. A Man’s Heart into a Beast’s Heart
It was about a year later that Nebuchadnezzar, while strolling through his palace, 

became puffed up with pride as he thought what a mighty, amazing man he had 
become, having built such an incredible kingdom in Babylon . His kingdom was rich, 
powerful, and had become a resource for other countries that were in need . However, 
his pride became his downfall . His words are recorded in Daniel 4: “Is not this great 
Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor 
of my majesty?” (Daniel 4:30, NKJV) . 

Immediately the prophecy from the dream came to pass, and Nebuchadnezzar was 
driven from his palace to live among the beasts in the field for a period of seven times . 
Some scholars suggest seven times infers seven years, while others say it refers to sev-
en seasons . Whatever length of time, God chose to allow this to happen . It was enough 
to change the hardened, prideful heart of the king into a humble tender heart for God .

C. God Has the Power to Change the Hearts of Men 
We should never underestimate the wisdom of God . He knows what it takes to 

change the heart of an individual . It is in the nature of humanity—because of sin—to 
be prideful and self-indulgent . Only God can bring us to face our failures, confess our 
sin, and seek His salvation . A change of mind begins with a change of heart, and God’s 
grace leads us to repentance and change . 

II. DANIEL INTERPRETED THE KING’S DREAM
Without question Nebuchadnezzar woke up troubled and confused about this 

dream . He knew it meant something significant but could not interpret it on his 
own . After looking for answers and finding none, he eventually learned the true 
interpretation from Daniel . At first when Daniel heard the dream, he was afraid to 
tell the king because of the personal inference to Nebuchadnezzar . The king assured 
him of personal safety and requested him to reveal the meaning of the dream .

A. The Tree Represented the King
Daniel expressed to the king how he wished the dream referred to the king’s enemies 

and to those who hated him . Unfortunately for the king, the true interpretation revealed 
that the tree represented the king himself . He would be great and powerful for a time 
but would eventually be reduced to nothing . He would be driven into the fields with the 
animals and have the mind of a beast for a period of time . The stump of the tree and 
the roots in the earth were a sign that Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom would be restored to 
him after he acknowledged it was God who ruled his kingdom . Daniel beseeched the 
king to repent and humble himself before God so that this would not come upon him . 

B. His Enemies Would Drive Him from His Kingdom
The interpretation further revealed how Nebuchadnezzar would be driven from his 

palace by his enemies . He may have had to run for his life, or may have been driven 
out because of an altered mind, thinking more like a beast than a man . Whatever 
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the case, the prophecy was fulfilled, and his enemies forced him from his throne to 
wander the fields like an animal .

C. Nebuchadnezzar Must Find Humility and Let God Change His Heart
Nebuchadnezzar had a dream in Daniel 2 that no one could interpret . Daniel 

not only interpreted that dream, but God allowed him to discern the dream the 
king could not remember . It was an amazing feat that none of the astrologers, 
fortunetellers, or enchanters could achieve . In this act God was reaching for the heart 
of Nebuchadnezzar . He was giving him dreams, performing miracles, and tugging on 
his heart . We may not see the potential of Nebuchadnezzar, but God saw something 
in this heathen king that kept Him from giving up on him .

Again God’s power was evident when Nebuchadnezzar observed Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego coming out of a fiery furnace unscathed (Daniel 3:27) . 
Nebuchadnezzar seemed to understand who the living God was, but he reverted to 
his false gods (Daniel 3:28) . 

Our lesson text records this ultimate test that appears to have been successful . 
In Nebuchadnezzar’s own words, the account of what transpired is accurate and 
noteworthy . Nebuchadnezzar finally acknowledged the power of the true living God 
after he recovered from the sentence declared in his dream .

D. We Must Let God Change Our Hearts 
God is merciful and loving toward us: “The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, 

saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness 
have I drawn thee” (Jeremiah 31:3) . He will draw us unto Him because of His 
everlasting love . He does not give up easily, but we must be willing to allow that 
change to happen . As God draws near to us, things begin to change . The things we 
used to do that are unpleasing to Him no longer entice us . We must lay them down 
and let them go as we submit to the process of change . Our desires, appetites, and 
longings will begin to lean toward Him as our hearts begin to soften . 

 » How can we allow God to check our hearts?

III. THE DREAM CAME TO PASS
God continually reached for Nebuchadnezzar before he was finally willing to 

change . In the previous chapters, we see how God used His people to help the 
king see the error of his ways . God was trying to turn Nebuchadnezzar’s heart away 
from false gods, idols, and pagan worship toward the one true living God . None of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s gods could hear or answer prayer; none could deliver as God had 
delivered the three Hebrew men from the fiery furnace; none could save, heal, or 
deliver because these gods did not really exist .
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A. Nebuchadnezzar Became Prideful
Unfortunately Nebuchadnezzar’s heart was full of pride . He took credit when it was 

not earned . What he did not fully realize was that all he had been given was from God . 
His kingdom was flourishing because of the blessings of God . He was responsible for 
destroying Jerusalem, killing thousands of Jews, and taking the strongest and best 
captives back to Babylon . 

Times were challenging for the children of God, but He had not forsaken them . 
In this strange land, God was taking care of His children . It is possible that 
Nebuchadnezzar actually reaped blessings in his kingdom because God’s children 
were present, and it had nothing to do with his superior leadership or insightful 
direction . There is no doubt that this evil king suffered from pride—it was always 
about him and never about God . Nebuchadnezzar had a hard time acknowledging 
God’s part in his success .

B. His Kingdom Was Taken from Him
Because of Nebuchadnezzar’s haughty attitude and prideful spirit, God stepped in 

and caused Nebuchadnezzar’s enemies to drive him from his palace . There is much 
speculation as to who these enemies were . It could have been insubordination in 
his own kingdom—perhaps he had already shown signs of mental illness and was 
replaced by the second in command . It is unfortunate that Nebuchadnezzar had 
many good things taken away from him because of the hardness of his heart . 

Pride robs us of the blessings God wants to give us . If we are humble and give Him 
the glory for every good gift, we will see his hand of favor on our lives: “But he giveth 
more grace . Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble” (James 4:6) .

C. God-Given Dreams Will Come to Pass 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was not due to a little too much pizza for supper . Instead, God 

had chosen to deal with him through several dreams . The dreams he received from God 
each had a message, and they always came to pass . Although Daniel was forced to live 
in Babylon as a captive, God had a plan for him in that godless land . Eventually Daniel’s 
unwavering walk with God played a part in Nebuchadnezzar’s spiritual transformation .

 » What are some of the things pride steals from Christians?

IV. NEBUCHADNEZZAR TURNED TO GOD IN THE END 

A. He Honored God and Remained Humble 
At the beginning of Daniel 4, Nebuchadnezzar gave all glory to God . It seems he 

had experienced the debasement of God and told the story so others could learn from 
his mistakes . After giving God the glory, he launched into the story of his dream . He 
was honest in revealing the condition of his heart at the beginning of this harrowing 
experience . He admitted that he took all the credit for the great kingdom he built . 
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Notice at the beginning of his testimony, he often used the words the gods . After 
wandering tragically out of his mind with wild beasts, he finally acknowledged the 
“King of heaven” to be the one who is worthy of worship: “Now I Nebuchadnezzar 
praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his 
ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase” (Daniel 4:37) . Not only 
did Nebuchadnezzar acknowledge and honor God Almighty, but he also recognized the 
fairness of God’s judgment and how He deals with those who walk with a prideful heart . 

B. God Brings Down the Prideful
God’s Word cautions us to guard against a spirit of pride: “Pride goeth before 

destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18) . Pride can emerge 
when we least expect it . The temptation of pride is common among all humanity . It is 
frequently manifested in this broken, wicked world . Pride is sin . God will not tolerate 
it . We must fight against the spirit of pride so we can be in communion with God . 

Nebuchadnezzar serves as an example of someone who struggled with pride to 
the point of destruction . Perhaps it was the prayers of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, 
Abednego, or other Jews in captivity that sustained Nebuchadnezzar until he finally 
understood that pride was destroying him . We should learn from his experience; it 
is better to deal with pride at the first onset than to contend with its consequences .

 » What are some ways to detect pride in our hearts? 

C. God Honors the Humble 
In Isaiah, God said He would restore the crushed spirit of the humble . We should 

never stand in defiance when circumstances go awry, shaking our fists at God in 
accusation . God resists the proud, but He runs to those who are humble, even in 
adversity . Staying humble before God—even in difficult times—brings a special 
moving of His reviving power .

 » How does pride fight against God and His will?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Oh, that we would understand the value of a humble heart . God can work with a spirit 

of humility . Yet numerous examples in Scripture show how displeasing pride and self-
indulgence are to God . At one point, an exasperated Moses accused the children of Israel 
of having stiff necks (Deuteronomy 31:27) . A stubborn, unyielding spirit can be a product 
of pride . If we are unable to submit to the authority of God’s Word, we should take a 
closer look inside our hearts and see if pride is the culprit . If pride is the issue, we need to 
pray and ask God to forgive us and replace our prideful hearts with hearts of humility . God 
is the only one who can change a heart filled with pride into a loving, humble, obedient 
heart . If God can take the heart of a vile, wicked king like Nebuchadnezzar and turn it into 
a humble, thankful, obedient heart, He can do the same for each of us . 
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Daniel 5:29

Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold 
about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the 
kingdom .

           LESSON TEXT 
Daniel 5:10–12, 24–31

10 Now the queen by reason of the words of the king and his lords came into the banquet 
house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, 
nor let thy countenance be changed:

11 There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of 
thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in 
him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the 
magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers;

12 Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of 
dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same 
Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the 
interpretation .

 .  .  .  .  .
24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written .
25 And this is the writing that was written, Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin .
26 This is the interpretation of the thing: Mene; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and 

finished it .
27 Tekel; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting .
28 Peres; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians .
29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of 

gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third 
ruler in the kingdom .

30 In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain .
31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old .

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because God will judge unrighteousness, we must choose to live righteously.

The Handwriting on the Wall

Lesson 4
September 27, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Ancient lighthouses were simple fires kindled 

on hilltops that served as beacons to ships 
and maritime vessels to help sail safely when 
close to land . Sailors, fishermen, and other 
mariners depended on these beacons of light, 
especially when obstructive rocks and sandbars 
were present that could damage their vessels, 
thus putting lives in jeopardy . As the years 
passed, engineers built more impressive towers 
of wood, brick, and then finally, the beautiful 
masonry and steel lighthouses we see today 
(Britannica .com) . 

The purpose of the lighthouse has never 
changed . It is still designed to shine a bright 
light leading ships safely through the fog and 
darkness . God uses His people as beacons of 
light for those who have not come to know Him . 
As the lighthouse sends forth a light cutting 
through the shadows, so our lives shine in the 
midst of a dark, lost world . Jesus referred to us 
as the light of the world (Matthew 5:14) . 

        OUTLINE
I. BELSHAZZAR AND HIS GREAT FEAST 

A . Used the Holy Vessels from God’s Temple
B .  They Showed Disrespect to the One True 

God 
C . The Unholy See No Value in Holy Things 

II. HANDWRITING ON THE WALL
A .  A Hand Appeared and Wrote on the Wall 

of the King’s Palace 
B .  Belshazzar Was Afraid and Did Not 

Understand the Meaning 
C . The Queen Told Belshazzar about Daniel
D .  God Will Not Tolerate Disrespect and 

Pride Forever 

III.  DANIEL INTERPRETED THE HANDWRITING
A . Mene, Tekel, Peres 
B .  God Will Judge Those Who Refuse His 

Help and Mercy

IV. THE INTERPRETATION CAME TRUE
A . Belshazzar Was Killed
B . Darius Took the Kingdom
C . Daniel Was Elevated and Honored
D .  God Honors Those Who Live Righteously 

in an Unrighteous World 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
HONOR GOD

In his book Life, Death, and the End of the World, Dr . David Norris tells the story 
of a St . Louis pastor known as Pastor Ben . After a Tuesday night prayer meeting on 
November 19, 1963, Pastor Ben prophesied, “I cannot begin to tell you what I saw 
tonight . I cannot reveal everything that God showed me, but there will be blood in the 
streets . It will shock this entire nation . You will not believe that this could happen in the 
United States!” Three days later, Lee Harvey Oswald shocked the world by assassinating 
President John F . Kennedy . When the FBI and Secret Service came to investigate Pastor 
Ben Pemberton and his “inside information,” he had already passed away . 

It is difficult to explain away a prophecy that is fulfilled just as the prophet prophesied . 
It was true with Pastor Ben, it was true with Daniel . After Belshazzar’s last act of blatant 
disregard for God’s holiness, God wrote a prophecy on his palace wall that foretold his 
minutes were numbered . All of Babylon’s best and brightest could only offer a shrug 
to explain the hand and handwriting, but Daniel explained exactly what it meant and 
what would happen . Daniel prophesied Belshazzar’s character would be weighed, 
found wanting, and his kingdom divided to the Medes and Persians . 

That very night, Belshazzar was slain, his kingdom divided, and Darius the 
Mede began to reign . God honored Daniel’s righteous life and judged Belshazzar’s 
unrighteous life . May we learn from these two to ever live our lives to honor God .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
Daniel is a prime example of a great light in a dark world . He was captured as a 

young man, never having a chance to return to his home in Jerusalem . Even though 
he lived in a foreign land where idol worship was prevalent, he always kept his 
loyalty to the one true God . Because of his unwavering faith, Daniel rose to a place of 
prominence and became a valuable light in a kingdom that served false gods .

I. BELSHAZZAR AND HIS GREAT FEAST
Belshazzar was a descendant of Nebuchadnezzar . He became the king of Babylon 

but never acknowledged the true God . One day he prepared a feast and invited a 
great number of guests .

A. Used the Holy Vessels from God’s Temple
Many years before this feast, Moses was given instruction to construct a Tabernacle in 

the wilderness for a place of worship and sacrifice to the one true God . Fine craftsmen 
made furnishings for this place of worship and many vessels of silver and gold were 
designed and dedicated for this singular use . Eventually Solomon built a Temple in Je-
rusalem where the same dedicated articles of worship were used . God had commanded 
the children of Israel to set aside these articles to be used solely for His glory . They were 
considered holy to the children of Israel because they had been dedicated for worship . 

When the Babylonians overpowered Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar blatantly ordered 
the gold and silver cups, urns, and other vessels to be removed from the Temple and 
put into the storehouse of his false gods (Daniel 1:2) . This was a rebellious act against 
God because these holy items had been reserved and used only for honor and glory 
while worshiping the true God . When Belshazzar and his guests were high on the ef-
fects of the wine and in the passion of the party, he ordered these sacred vessels to be 
brought to the feast and invited his princes, wives, and concubines to drink from them .

 » In what way are we like these holy vessels?

B. They Showed Disrespect to the One True God 
The order to have the holy items brought into an atmosphere of frivolity was 

blasphemous at its least . However, Belshazzar went a step further, mocking the 
worship that was intended for God alone and brazenly toasting worthless idols . 
This sacrilegious act brought about God’s disapproval; God had enough . He caught 
Belshazzar’s attention by revealing His own hand and writing words of judgment on 
the wall of the room in which they were desecrating the things of God .

C. The Unholy See No Value in Holy Things 
We cannot understand the thinking of those who have no regard for holy things . 

While we observe their blatant disregard for God’s precious precepts with grieving 
hearts, we must carefully refrain from condemning them for their actions . God will be 
the judge of those who see no value in what He sanctifies as holy .
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To Belshazzar, these vessels were just clutter in the closet . They were utensils 
collected from the enemy’s possessions and taking up storage space . Without the 
knowledge of their intended purpose, he had no regard for their significance and he 
blatantly defied the God of their dedication .

II. HANDWRITING ON THE WALL

A. A Hand Appeared and Wrote on the Wall of the King’s Palace 
It must have been terrifying to see a hand appear out of nowhere and begin writing 

words on a wall . At first the vision may have been attributed to the effects of heavy 
drinking; however, others who were not invited to the party came in and saw the 
inscription as well .

B. Belshazzar Was Afraid and Did Not Understand the Meaning 
When Belshazzar saw the handwriting on the wall, he was so frightened that his 

knees began to shake . He yelled for the help of his wise men and others to explain 
the paranormal activity happening before his eyes .

Daniel did not seem to be fazed by the disjointed hand writing on the wall . He was 
instantly aware that it was a sign from God . When things happen for which we have 
no explanation, like reports of ghosts and paranormal sightings, the first thing we 
should do is assess whether this is a trick, an act of the enemy, or a message from 
God . However, it is not in God’s character to engage in paranormal activity just for the 
sake of scaring people . 

“The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works” (Psalm 145:17) . 
Every manifestation of God has purpose . Many times He allows us to experience His 
visible power for the express intent of drawing us to Him, the one true living God . 

God allowed His hand to become visible for the express reason of gaining the 
attention of a heathen idol worshiper to speak to him . The only true and living God 
had a message to deliver to this pagan nation and their rebellious regent .

 » Does God still show us visible signs of His existence? Explain.

C. The Queen Told Belshazzar about Daniel
After hearing of the failed attempts to interpret the writing on the wall, the queen 

came to the banquet house with information concerning Daniel . It is understood that 
this queen was probably Nebuchadnezzar’s wife, the queen mother . Apparently she 
was not in attendance at the festival since she “came into the banquet house” at a 
later time than the rest of the Belshazzar’s wives and concubines (Apostolic Study 
Bible, note for Daniel 5:10) . She was aware of Daniel’s history in the kingdom and 
his gift of interpretation in the past . She knew that Daniel was the only man in the 
kingdom who could make sense of this terrifying incident . 
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D. God Will Not Tolerate Disrespect and Pride Forever 
God showed incredible patience with Nebuchadnezzar . Daniel’s discourse about 

the prior king revealed that He would have done the same for Belshazzar had he 
humbled himself before God . How different Belshazzar’s life could have been if he 
had learned from Nebuchadnezzar’s mistakes . The writing on the wall was a decree 
of judgment long overdue . After years of tolerating disrespect, pride, and rejection, 
God’s judgment was released . Without knowing it, Belshazzar was the target for 
assassination and his kingdom would be overtaken that very night .

 »  Can you remember God’s mercy and tolerance toward you before you surrendered to 
Him? Explain.

III. DANIEL INTERPRETED THE HANDWRITING 

A. Mene, Tekel, Peres 
Daniel did not have to study the writing long to know its meaning . God revealed to 

him its message of doom . He was not afraid to rebuke this king and tell him exactly 
what he had done to insult the Lord of Heaven . 

The words written on the wall have a literal Arabic meaning: Mene, or mina; Tekel, 
a shekel; and Upharsin or Peres, meaning half a shekel, were all measures . God 
revealed to Daniel the underlying message: to number, to weigh, and to divide . 
Belshazzar’s kingdom had been numbered, weighed, and would soon be given to 
the Medes and the Persians (Apostolic Study Bible, note for Daniel 5:25) . 

B. God Will Judge Those Who Refuse His Help and Mercy 
God is long-suffering . He will work with those who show some potential . King 

Nebuchadnezzar was a prime example of the mercy and grace of God . Even though he 
was a wicked king, God knew in his distorted mind, there was a glimmer of hope for 
conversion and change . After years of miracles, dreams, and warnings from Daniel, 
Nebuchadnezzar finally acknowledged the one true living God . We have no record of 
him turning back after he recorded his turnaround in Daniel 4; however, Belshazzar 
did not share the same ideology . We see in Daniel’s discourse the digression away 
from God that Belshazzar made during his life (Daniel 5:17–29) . His life was one 
of constant rejection—being unwilling to listen to God and refusing His help and 
mercy—so God brought judgment upon him and his kingdom .

 »  How can we develop our Christian character no matter what environment we find ourselves in? 

IV. THE INTERPRETATION CAME TRUE 
The judgment of God was rightfully executed on a man and kingdom that blatantly 

flaunted disrespect for the living God . Belshazzar’s disregard for God’s ways, His 
children, His holy things, and His power finally met its end . The meaning of the 
prophecy came to pass; Belshazzar was murdered and his kingdom was overtaken .
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A. Belshazzar Was Killed
God had given Belshazzar the number of his days, and they were expired . The regime 

to take over Babylon was already in place . Even as they drank, partied, and danced in 
the banquet house, destruction was at hand . It was just a matter of time before the 
Medes and Persians would storm the palace . The writing on the wall revealed that 
Belshazzar’s time was up . His final appointment was near . His days were numbered 
and the last moments were ticking away .  Soldiers stormed the palace and murdered 
Belshazzar . God’s plan had come to a climax . The Medes and Persians were successful 
in overtaking Babylon . Belshazzar lost his kingdom and his life . With precise details, 
the fall of Babylon to the Medes and Persians was prophesied in Jeremiah chapters 
50–51 (Apostolic Study Bible, note for Daniel 5:30–31) .

When God speaks a word, whether in judgment or blessing, we can be sure it will 
come to pass . We should be very careful saying, “God told me .” To be sure, if He did 
the event will take place . If God did not speak and we are just hopeful for an answer 
or trying to look spiritual to others, our words will be judged in Heaven: “But I say 
unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof 
in the day of judgment” (Matthew 12:36) . 

B. Darius Took the Kingdom
Babylon became subject to the rule of the Medes and the Persians . Darius, a 

Median ruler, became the new king . Mercy was not extended to Belshazzar . As the 
prophecy predicted, he was executed that very night . However, God spared Daniel 
and he was retained as a noble under the rule of Darius . God’s favor was upon Daniel 
throughout his life . He served in two world powers under several monarchs, all the 
while remaining faithful to God . 

C. Daniel Was Elevated and Honored
Daniel was an incredible person who survived several dynasties with very different 

leadership styles—first Nebuchadnezzar, then Belshazzar, Darius, and finally Cyrus 
(Daniel 6:28) . Most kingdoms that were overthrown lost high officials to either 
imprisonment or assassination because of their political role in a prior position . 
Somehow God allowed Daniel’s reputation of integrity to reach the attention of the 
necessary hierarchy . When Daniel came in to translate the writing on the wall, he 
refused the king’s offer of rewards . However, when he successfully cleared up the 
mystery of the words on the wall, the king honored Daniel anyway, awarding him 
a position of third in command over the kingdom . God orchestrated every detail 
of this biblical account to show the contrast of one who honors God and one who 
disrespects Him . God was pleased with Daniel, so He softened the kings’ hearts and 
Daniel found grace among all those he served . This did not mean Daniel escaped 
persecution . He experienced some horrific times, fearing for his life on several 
occasions . However, God was merciful and kept His hand on Daniel . Daniel was not 
ashamed to honor God, and God graciously honored Daniel .
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D. God Honors Those Who Live Righteously in an Unrighteous World 
The world we live in is corrupt and rapidly moving toward godlessness . Over the 

past sixty years, our world has seen a decline in prayer and an increase in violence, 
addictions, and abortions . Crime has increased at an astounding rate causing fear 
and trepidation . We are living in a world that is blatantly unrighteous; however, God 
has called us to be salt and light . 

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and 
to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is 
set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 5:13–16)  

Our world needs us to embrace God’s truth now more than ever . We must shine 
the light of the gospel to those in darkness . As God honored Daniel in a world of 
idols and false gods, He will honor us if we keep our faith and live righteously in 
an unrighteous society . We can be assured God will sustain us even in the midst of 
adversity when we put our trust in Him . 

 » What are some prophecies you have heard that have come true? 

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Daniel saw surges of ungodliness and destruction during his lifetime . His faith 

could have wavered, but it seems to have been set in stone . Daniel was a rock of 
faith . No matter what decree the king commanded, whether to worship an idol or 
bow down to him, Daniel stood firm in his faith . Kings honored Daniel and he was 
promoted to high positions because of his strong faith in God . 

God wants to use His children in places of influence for His glory . Some Christians 
have seen great adversity in their lives . If we can rise above the persecution, 
struggles, and temptations life brings along and keep our focus on God, we can have 
favor and honor just as Daniel did . God’s love is strong enough to sustain us in every 
battle, during any sickness, and through any adversity we have to endure . 

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:37–39) 

God will help us to stand strong in our faith so we can rise to the forefront and be 
a light to this generation . 
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        FOCUS VERSE  
I Timothy 1:15

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners; of whom I am chief.

        LESSON TEXT 
I Timothy 1:15–16

15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief . 

16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting .

Acts 7:54–58 
54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with 

their teeth . 
55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory 

of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God . 
56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right 

hand of God . 
57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one 

accord, 
58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes 

at a young man’s feet, whose name was Saul .

FOCUS THOUGHT
We have all sinned and need God’s grace and mercy.

Chiefest of Sinners

Lesson 5
October 4, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
On a September day in Chicago, a stern-

faced, plainly dressed man was seen standing 
on a street corner in the busy Loop . As people 
were hurrying about, he solemnly lifted his right 
arm, pointed to the nearest person, and loudly 
said a single word: “Guilty!”

He did this without any change of expression, 
resumed his stiff stance for a short period and 
repeated the process again . Over and over he 
raised his right arm, pointed to a person, and 
declared, “Guilty!”

The reactions of the pedestrians were almost 
eerie . It was as if they did not know how to 
respond . One man, describing how many 
others likely felt, turned to another person and 
exclaimed: “But how did he know?”

Paul declared that he was the chiefest of 
sinners . That recognition allowed him to also 
realize that the only way to remove the guilt 
and shame of sin was to be open and honest 
before God . 

        OUTLINE
I.  GOD WORKED WONDERS AND MIRACLES 

THROUGH STEPHEN 
A . Religious Leaders Argued with Him
B .  They Stirred Up False Witnesses against 

Stephen
C .  Sometimes Great Revival Brings Great 

Persecution

II. STEPHEN PREACHED TO THE PEOPLE
A .  He Told of God’s Plan from the Patriarchs 

to the Prophets to the Kings
B .  He Accused Them of Being Stubborn 

and Hard-Hearted
C .  God’s Plan Has Always Been to Save Sinners

III.  THE CROWD BECAME ANGRY AND 
WANTED TO KILL STEPHEN

A . Stephen Had a Vision of Jesus
B . The People Stoned Stephen
C .  Saul (Paul) Held Their Coats as They 

Stoned Stephen

IV. THE CHIEFEST OF SINNERS
A .  We Have All Sinned and Come Short of 

the Glory of God
B .  We Have All Sinned and Need God’s 

Grace and Mercy

         CULTURE CONNECTION
THE MOST EVIL MAN IN THE WORLD

He has been dubbed as the most evil man in the world . His name is Joshua Milton 
Blahyi, but his victims and his soldiers knew him by a different, derogatory name . By his 
own admission, he slaughtered at least 20,000 civilians during the civil war . In his memoir, 
he describes one of his worst acts . He killed a child by “opening the little girl’s back and 
plucking out her heart .” Her blood was still on his hands when he heard a voice . Blahyi 
turned around and saw a man standing there, brighter than the sun, who said, “Repent 
and live, or refuse and die” (Damon Tabor, “The Greater the Sinner,” newyorker .com) .

He could not escape the passion or the pull of those words . He left fighting and 
began sleeping on a church pew as he wrestled with those words . The pastor gathered 
his congregation and prayed for God to strip Joshua Milton Blahyi of his demonic 
powers, and God did .

One pastor reported, “Not since the conversion of Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus 
have I ever heard a conversion story so compelling .” Since that day he has combed the 
villages for his victims to apologize for his cruelty and beg their forgiveness . Saul of 
Tarsus was his generation’s Joshua Milton Blahyi . He terrorized Christians, but Jesus got 
his attention, and Saul repented, was born again, and lived his life to glorify Jesus . Little 
wonder he called himself the chief of sinners . But since God forgave Saul, the chief of 
sinners, and Joshua Milton Blahyi, the most evil man in the world, He can forgive us .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD WORKED WONDERS AND MIRACLES THROUGH STEPHEN
Although Stephen is not mentioned often in the New Testament, the Book of Acts 

gives us insight to just how important he was to the kingdom of God . Acts 6:8 tells us 
that he was filled with faith and power . The word faith here is more properly interpreted 
as grace . His life was marked by being filled with the grace and power of God .

The verse goes on to tell us Stephen did great signs and wonders among the 
people . It takes faith and power for the works of God to be manifested in our lives . 
Too many people want the blessings of God to flow through them but are not willing 
to fill their lives with the grace and power necessary for that to happen . Our liberty to 
say yes to God comes only from our discipline to say no to sin .

 »  Do you have a true desire to be used by God? If so, does a desire to sin hinder you in 
any way?

A. Religious Leaders Argued with Him
Whenever anyone does great things for God, there will be opposition .
Stephen made it a practice to preach wherever he could . In doing so, five 

synagogues arose against him according to Acts 6:9 . This word arose means they 
stood up against him . These Grecian Jews felt threatened by the message Stephen 
preached . They were holding to their Jewish beliefs and the preaching of Christ 
stirred up the people .

The enemy never likes truth to be preached . He will do whatever is necessary to 
incite people to rise up against the church . These Grecian Jews were becoming a tool 
of the enemy in their opposition to Stephen . They saw his preaching of Christ as the 
supreme sacrifice, the Messiah, as a threat to what they had always believed . The 
world today views the church in the same way . Its message of Jesus as a deliverer 
is a threat to their way of living . Sin has not only made them comfortable, it has 
also emboldened them against the church . The very thing they need the most—
deliverance—is being rejected because of what they want the most—sin .

Stephen remained steadfast in his faith . Those who opposed him could not sway 
him from his message . Acts 6:9–10 tells us that they disputed with him, but they could 
not refute his wisdom and the spirit with which he was speaking . When we allow the 
Lord to fill our mouths and guide our spirits, nothing the enemy can say will move us .

B. They Stirred Up False Witnesses against Stephen
When they realized they could not silence or persuade him to stop preaching, they 

did not give up . They simply turned to other means in an effort to put a stop to his 
ministry . If the enemy cannot silence us in one way, he will look for another way . Sin 
refuses to listen to truth and will continue to fight against it .

The leaders of these five synagogues realized they would not prevail, so they 
appealed to the people, causing them to turn against Stephen . Acts 6:12 tells us they 
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“stirred up the people .” This suggests a violent shaking like a volcano . Sin is never 
content to just create a small disturbance . It wants to shake and destroy everything 
around it . The more people that could be stirred up against Stephen, the better 
chance there was to silence him .

When the people, the elders, and the scribes were united against Stephen, 
they rushed at him in anger and fury . They violently surrounded him and took him 
captive . They led him to the Sanhedrin where false witnesses lied about what 
Stephen had said . They accused him of committing blasphemy against the Law 
and the Temple of God . Sin hates the Word and the presence of God and will do all 
that it can to deceive people .

Through all of this, Stephen never wavered . In fact the Bible says that in the midst 
of these railing accusations, when the people looked at Stephen, instead of seeing a 
man who was fearful and distraught, they saw the face of a messenger, or the face of 
an angel . Sin may lash out its fury against us, but God will sustain us .

 »  Can you think of a time when someone brought false witness against you? If so, did 
you respond like Stephen?

C. Sometimes Great Revival Brings Great Persecution
Often we do not see what is going on behind the scenes in the realm of the Spirit . 

Stephen was seeing great revival as a result of his ministry . People were being 
converted and lives were being changed . Satan fights against truth, especially in 
instances when people turn from sin . 

During the greatest seasons of revival, the enemy will fight us the most . When 
things are routine and mundane, he has no real need to rise up against us . But when 
the church is on fire and people are being born again, the enemy takes note . It is then 
that he will stir up the people to rise against the church . This pattern is shown to us 
in the Book of Acts, so we should not be surprised when we see it actually happen 
in our midst .

II. STEPHEN PREACHED TO THE PEOPLE

A. He Told of God’s Plan from the Patriarchs to the Prophets to the Kings
The chief priest looked Stephen in the eye and asked if the accusations were true . 

Instead of being silent before the Sanhedrin, Stephen became bold and preached a 
message of conviction to them . He did not cower in fear, even though he knew they 
had the power to put him to death .

Stephen’s message began with appealing to the truth they already knew and had 
accepted . He spoke of the promises God made to Abraham, which they would have 
understood . He spoke of Isaac and of Jacob and how God had dealt with them . Next, he 
reminded them how God had raised up Moses to be a deliverer for the Jewish people . 

He spent a good amount of time weaving together the story of Moses and the plan 
of God to redeem Israel as a foreshadow of what God desires to do for all sinners . 
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Stephen tried to help them see that Jesus was the Messiah their forefathers had 
been looking for .

B. He Accused Them of Being Stubborn and Hard-Hearted
Once Stephen had their attention, he had no intention of letting them off easy . In 

Acts 7:51–53 he straightforwardly declared:

Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and in ears, ye do always resist 
the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have 
not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before 
of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and 
murderers: who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have 
not kept it. (Acts 7:51–53)

At some point sin has to be confronted head on . Sin is a head, heart, and spirit 
issue . We should all be thankful for the ministers in our lives who will stand and 
boldly declare what sin will do to us . Our hearts should always be moved by the 
convicting truthfulness of God’s Word . 

 »  Stop for a moment and ask yourself, “How do I respond when I hear preaching that 
convicts me of something I am doing?”

C. God’s Plan Has Always Been to Save Sinners
From the very first time humanity sinned in the Garden of Eden, God has desired to 

save us and bring us back to a right relationship . It was never in the heart of God to 
cast away the one who had sinned . The hand of God has continually been reaching 
for those who have fallen into sin to extend mercy . 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever should believe in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. (John 3:16)

III. THE CROWD BECAME ANGRY AND WANTED TO KILL STEPHEN
The people who heard Stephen’s preaching felt conviction . They were “cut to the 

heart” (Acts 7:54) . This phrase has a meaning of being sawn asunder or cut through . 
Their hearts were a wreck, cut open for them to see . The preaching had worked! But 
what people do with conviction is totally up to them . While some allow conviction 
to change them and cause them to find a place of repentance, others harden their 
hearts, becoming judgmental and vindictive . 

Instead of allowing conviction to soften them toward God, the people turned in a 
rage toward Stephen . They began to gnash on him with their teeth . They had become 
like a pack of enraged, snarling dogs that could not wait to tear into Stephen . The 
angry mob began crying for blood .
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A. Stephen Had a Vision of Jesus
One would think Stephen would have feared for his life, that his heart would be 

racing, and that he would be looking for a way of escape . However, that was not the 
case at all . Instead of frantically looking for someone to come to his aid, he, being 
full of the Holy Ghost, simply lifted his eyes toward Heaven in an effort to shut out 
what was happening in his world . He never forgot that there was a Heaven to gain, 
regardless of what he was having to endure on Earth .

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God. (Acts 7:55) 

What a testimony . While the world around him persecuted and sought to destroy 
him, Stephen saw His God high and lifted up .

B. The People Stoned Stephen
The rage of the people could not be settled by mere words . They looked for a way 

to expend their anger and satisfy one of the basest desires of the flesh—to destroy 
what caused conviction . Acts 7:57 lets us know that they stopped their ears . They did 
not necessarily put their fingers in their ears; they simply decided they did not want 
to hear another word Stephen had to say . 

But stopping their ears would not stop the voice of Stephen . The only way to do that 
was to silence him once and for all time . They allowed the sin that had intoxicated 
them with anger to drive them to murder . Grabbing the arms of Stephen, they led him 
out of town and stoned him .

 »  How do you think the violence in our world would be affected if people knew how to 
turn to God and seek forgiveness? 

C. Saul (Paul) Held Their Coats as They Stoned Stephen
And here is where the story presents an interesting twist and makes an incredible 

change in direction . It is here we are introduced to someone who has not yet been 
identified to us . A young man in the crowd finds himself tasked with keeping the 
coats of those who are picking up stones to hurl at Stephen . Honestly he should 
not have been that important to the story . His name really had no real reason to be 
inserted . After all, Stephen’s name is the only name that has been revealed to us out 
of all of those involved in this story . 

But the Bible does give us his name, Saul of Tarsus . A man who would go on to 
persecute Christians, imprisoning some and sending others to their death . This 
young man was an eyewitness to the cruel death of Stephen . He saw the looks 
of bloodlust in the eyes of the crowd, and he saw the look of peace in the eyes of 
Stephen . He would never forget either one .
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IV. THE CHIEFEST OF SINNERS
In the eyes of God, sin is sin . We cannot adequately rank one sinner over another, 

even if we wanted to . While we can be judgmental by nature, the truth is, God is the 
only one who can judge a sinner . 

The apostle Paul made a compelling declaration in I Timothy 1:15, “This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief .” Though only God can determine who may be the worst 
sinner, Paul felt he was . His full statement gives hope because Paul declared that 
even the worst sinner can be delivered by God’s power . 

 »  Have you ever unfairly thought someone might be beyond saving because of what 
that person had done?

A. We Have All Sinned and Come Short of the Glory of God
Romans 3:23 gives us a profound truth: “For all have sinned, and come short of 

the glory of God .” There has never been a human being that has been exempt from 
the power of sin . Every one of us has fallen short of the glory of God because of sin 
in our lives . 

B. We Have All Sinned and Need God’s Grace and Mercy
Because we have all sinned, we are all in need of the grace and mercy of God . “For 

by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” 
(Ephesians 2:8) . Without His grace extended to us through His mercy, we have no 
hope of being delivered from sin .

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
We are blessed with the opportunity to regularly hear the Word of God and allow 

conviction to work in our hearts . Grace and mercy can change the most hardened 
sinner . Our past is not strong enough to stop the power of the grace and mercy of God . 
Regardless of how far in sin we were, God’s love can reach farther to bring us out . 

The plan of God might be to use us in greater ways than we ever dreamed possible . 
But like Paul, we have to recognize that in our world, we are the chiefest of sinners . 
We have to be willing to be open and honest in the presence of God . 

There may be things we hate to admit and no doubt there are things we will never 
forget . But if we will allow God to extend His grace and mercy to us, those things can 
become the catalyst for a genuine love for God, the truth, and the lost .
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        FOCUS VERSE  
I Timothy 2:6

Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time .

        LESSON TEXT 
I Timothy 2:3–6

3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth . 
5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 
6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time .

Romans 7:21–8:2
21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me . 
22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing 

me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members . 
24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord . So then with the mind I myself serve the law of 

God; but with the flesh the law of sin .
 .  .  .  .  .

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit . 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death .

FOCUS THOUGHT
Jesus came to set us free from the bondage of sin.

Our Ransom Was Paid

Lesson 6
October 11, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
On May 21, 1946, at Los Alamos, a young 

scientist named Louis Slotin was carrying out an 
experiment in preparation for an atomic test to 
be conducted in the waters of the South Pacific .

He had performed this experiment many times 
before . In his efforts to determine the amount of 
U-235 necessary for a chain reaction, he pushed 
two hemispheres of uranium together . Then just 
as the mass became critical, he pushed them 
apart with his screwdriver and stopped the chain 
reaction . But that day, just as the material became 
critical, the screwdriver slipped . The hemispheres 
of uranium came too close together . Instantly 
the room was filled with a dazzling bluish haze . 
Instead of ducking and saving himself, Louis tore 
the two hemispheres apart with his hands and 
interrupted the chain reaction .

By this selfless act, he saved the lives of 
seven other people in the room . As he waited 
to be taken to the hospital, he said quietly to 
the others, “You’ll come through all right . But I 
haven’t the faintest chance myself .” This proved 
to be true . Nine days later he died in agony . 

        OUTLINE
I. THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH

A .  When I Want to Do Good, Evil Is Present 
with Me

B . Our Cry for Deliverance
C . Jesus Christ Can Set Us Free

II. JESUS CAME TO SAVE US
A . Seek and Save the Lost
B . He Gave His Life on the Cross
C . His Life Paid Our Ransom

III.  WE CAN LIVE FREE FROM THE 
BONDAGE OF SIN

         CULTURE CONNECTION
RANSOMWARE

Hackers continue to step up their weapons . We first heard of viruses, then malware, 
adware, and one of their latest digital rifles—ransomware . Ransomware infects an 
electronic device such as a laptop, mobile phone, or tablet, and holds it hostage until 
you pay a ransom . Your data is there, but it is locked or encrypted while the hackers 
demand $1,000 or more of your own money to access your own data . 

Ransomware often sneaks in through emails or social media messages with links . 
If you are suspicious, take the time to ask the sender if he or she really is the sender 
before you click on the link . It is unconscionable to pay a high price for access to your 
own phone or files since they are yours .

God created us perfect and perfectly . But sin snuck in and stole away our innocence . 
For thousands of years, we were slaves to sin . As God’s own people, we have been held 
hostage by a captor bent on stealing from us, killing us, and destroying us . But God, 
who created us, came to shed His sinless blood for us to pay the ransom sin demanded 
and buy us back . 

Mark wrote, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45, NKJV) . He did not have to—but thank God 
He was willing to—pay our ransom to set us free from sin .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
Over two thousand years ago, Jesus Christ walked into a world being destroyed by sin . 

All of humanity deserved to suffer the consequences of their sins—death . Yet Jesus came 
and willingly took the destructive power of sin upon Himself . In agony He died at Calvary 
so that we might be saved . He gave Himself as a ransom so that we might be free .

I. THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH
A law is defined as a rule for conduct or action . It outlines an offense and implements 

the punishment for breaking the law . We have laws, or rules, in several areas of our 
lives . Laws exist in our homes, our jobs, our relationships, and our communities .

Laws are there to help maintain order and direction . When they are violated, chaos 
ensues . A society without laws will soon be filled with anarchy . The kingdom of God 
is no different . God has established laws for order and direction .Those who follow 
the law of the Spirit will find love, joy, and peace in the Holy Ghost .

The power of sin is one of the greatest forces we will ever encounter . Paul referred 
to it as “the law of sin” in the Book of Romans . Sin seeks to order and control our 
lives . Sin wants to give us a direction that leads us away from God . Ultimately, the 
law of sin inflicts the punishment of death on people . Speaking through the prophet 
Ezekiel, the Lord said, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4) . And He 
meant exactly what He said . He established a law that sin would result in death . 
“Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death” (James 1:15) .

 » How does sin bring forth death?

A. When I Want to Do Good, Evil Is Present with Me
Good intentions will not save anyone . A strong will cannot save anyone . In Romans 7, 

the apostle Paul went to the heart of the issue of helping us understand this struggle 
we all have with sin . 

In the first part of the chapter, he laid out a foundation that tells us neither the law 
of God nor the law of the mind can overcome the law of sin . The law of God is referring 
to the Old Testament law . One would think the words and laws spoken directly from 
the mouth of God would be enough to keep people from sinning . Yet, time and again, 
Israel violated these laws . The desire to sin was greater than the desire to obey God . 
We are no different . We have the Word of God and His direction for living . However, 
we find ourselves struggling to obey His Word and follow Him .

The law of the mind is speaking about our conscience . We understand right from 
wrong . The feeling of conviction—or conscience—is there to help us make right 
choices . But as strong as our conscience is, it is not stronger than the law of sin . We 
have all proven that . We can all think of times when we knew what the right thing to 
do was and even determined that was what we were going to do . But then the law 
of sin rose up, and we found ourselves doing exactly what we said we would not do .



43

In Romans 7:21 Paul made this statement, “I find then a law, that, when I would do 
good, evil is present with me .” He was making us aware of this incredible struggle we 
all have . We know the right thing to do, but the moment we think of doing it, another 
thought invades our thinking . We begin to consider doing what our flesh desires 
instead of what the Spirit desires .

It is a wretched condition to constantly fall into sin even though we know better . It 
is frustrating to repeat the cycle time and again, desiring to do right, but constantly 
doing wrong . Sin will grab hold of us and not let us go . The law of God alone will 
not conquer sin in our lives . Our conscience and desire to do right is not powerful 
enough to overcome sin .

Left to ourselves, we will yield to the law of sin . Without some means of deliverance, 
we will follow a pathway to destruction that will eventually lead to spiritual death and 
eternal separation from God .

 » What is the biggest struggle you face when deciding between right or wrong?

B. Our Cry for Deliverance
The struggle with sin is an intense battle between flesh and Spirit . Knowing we will 

die lost if we keep sinning can make us feel helpless and hopeless . Inside, we are 
constantly at war with our own conscience .

It can make us cry out for deliverance . A careful reading of Romans 7:24, allows us 
to feel the overwhelming emotion Paul experienced . 

Realizing his spiritual condition with his endless struggle with sin, Paul cried out, 
“O wretched man that I am!” It is as if he were saying, “I am totally wretched because 
I cannot find deliverance from my sin in the law of God . I cannot find it in my own 
conscience or even by the power of my will!” 

Paul then asked the question that all of us need to ask: “Who then shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?” He knew he could not deliver himself; he knew others 
could not deliver him . But he realized there was a deliverer for us all .

In verse 25 he proclaimed the answer for sin: “I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord .” The only means of deliverance we have from sin is through Jesus Christ . He 
paid the ransom and became the supreme sacrifice for our sin . 

C. Jesus Christ Can Set Us Free

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. (Romans 8:1–2)

What a turnaround—from bondage in sin to life in the Spirit . Jesus brought freedom 
from sin and removed the condemnation that we felt . The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has forever made us free . We are no longer held captive by the weakness 
of the Law or of our own conscience .
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The condemnation we felt while living in sin no longer has power over our mind, heart, 
and spirit . Paul said in verse one that there is therefore no condemnation . He ended this 
portion of chapter 8 by stating in verse 39 that there is no separation . Once we have 
allowed Jesus Christ to deliver us, there is nothing that can separate us from His love .

 » How would you explain the difference between condemnation and conviction?

II. JESUS CAME TO SAVE US
Inherent in every one of us is a desire to know why we are here . We want to know 

what our purpose is in life . Are we merely here to live out our lives with the plans 
and goals that we have set for ourselves? It is when we find our sense of a God-given 
purpose that we begin to live life to its fullest .

Jesus Christ came into this world with a purpose . It was not to mark the passing of 
His days on a calendar . It was not to find a career path and a family . His purpose was 
not to be just another ordinary man among many on Earth .

His purpose was much higher .  He revealed it to us when He stood before Pilate 
after being asked the question, “Are you a king?” Jesus’ reply was captivating, “For 
this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth” (John 
18:37) . He came to be the King of sinners . A divinely crowned King who held the 
power to save us in His hands . 

A. Seek and Save the Lost
In Luke 19, we read the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus . Standing before the crowd 

and speaking directly to Zacchaeus, Jesus declared, “This day is salvation come to this 
house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham . For the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:9–10) . From the moment Jesus was conceived, 
He was destined to seek and save the lost . His entire life centered around that purpose . 

Every day of His public ministry focused on seeking and saving the lost . Every 
miracle—the opening of blinded eyes or the straightening of crippled limbs—was not 
why He came . One could easily say that all of those were merely fringe benefits of His 
presence . His primary focus was to pay our ransom for sin and to redeem us to Himself .

 » How can we reflect Jesus’ ministry to seek and save the lost?

B. He Gave His Life on the Cross
Sin had inflicted a mortal wound on humanity . With the initial act of rebellion 

against God, humans began to die . God could have walked away and considered 
Creation as an abysmal failure . In His mercy, He did not do that . Instead, He provided 
a means of bringing humanity back into a right relationship with Him .

Adam and Eve attempted to cover the shame of their sin and nakedness by making a nat-
ural covering of fig leaves . When God saw what they had done, He pronounced judgment 
on their sin and declared a curse on the man, the woman, the ground, and the serpent .
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God did not leave them without a proper covering for sin . Genesis 3:21 tells us, 
“Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed 
them .” The skin would have been taken from the animals in the Garden . The animals 
would lose their lives so that Adam and Eve could live . The writer of Hebrews gives 
us further insight when he stated, “And almost all things are by the law purged with 
blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22) .

This began the sacrificial system required by God for humanity’s sins to be covered . 
God would later reveal a sacrificial law to Moses that Israel would have to follow in 
order to bring atonement . Once a year the sacrifice of atonement would be offered 
for the people’s sins, and their sins would be rolled ahead until the next year .  

The word atonement, when broken into its three syllables, reveals its meaning: 
at-one-ment . In other words, it means to take that which is broken and set it at 
“one” again . Through the shed blood of innocent animals, God was allowing the 
relationship between Him and humanity to be sustained . While this sacrifice of 
atonement would roll the sins of humanity forward, it would not remove them or pay 
the penalty of humanity’s sin . Hebrews 10:4 states, “For it is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins .” The offering of animals pointed 
forward to a supreme sacrifice for the sins of all mankind .

When Jesus submitted Himself and went to Calvary, His shed blood became the 
atonement for our sins . In one moment the blood was applied for the sins of all 
humanity . Jesus’ death reached back through the entire history of the world and 
pulled those sins forward and paid the penalty for them . It stretched into an unlived 
future and offered the blood of Christ as a covering for those sins also .

C. His Life Paid Our Ransom
A ransom is a price paid to obtain the release and freedom of someone taken hostage . 

We were captive and held as a prisoner to sin and its penalties . Our certain future was 
death and eternal separation from God . Without a ransom being paid, we had no hope .

We could not pay the price for our deliverance . We were enjoying the pleasures of 
sin for a season and had nothing with which we could atone ourselves . Jesus Christ 
paid the ransom that would set us free from sin, death, and Hell . First Timothy 2:6 
tells us that He gave His life as a ransom for all . Jesus paid the price for all of us . 

Jesus is called the Prince of Peace . Interestingly, this comes from a Greek word 
meaning “to set at one again .” It paints the picture of taking that which is broken and 
putting it back together again . 

By laying down His life as a sacrifice for sin, Jesus became the sacrifice of 
atonement for the sins of all of humanity . He “set at one again” the relationship 
between God and humanity . His death offered the payment for sin—a payment we 
could not afford . Our blood was corrupted by our sin . We know from the Book of 
Hebrews that the blood of animals was not sufficient . Only the blood of a pure 
and spotless Lamb could make atonement . When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he 
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declared to those gathered near him, “Behold, the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) .

III. WE CAN LIVE FREE FROM THE BONDAGE OF SIN
Sin held us captive . As we have seen, there is a struggle raging within us between 

doing right and doing wrong . The weight of sin can be an oppressive weight that can 
smother the life out of us . Every moment that we live it can press in on our thoughts 
and our actions . It can continually whisper in your ear that there is no hope or way out .

But we can live free from the bondage of sin . We can be released from its grip in 
our lives . Jesus declared in John 10:10, “I am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly .” It is His greatest desire for us to be free from 
the power and effects of sin .

 » Share the testimony of your salvation experience.

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Some of the most liberating words Jesus ever spoke are found in John 8:36, “If 

the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed .” There is deliverance 
available . Deliverance will not come by our strong will; neither will it come by our 
attempts to be religious . The type of deliverance from sin that we must have can only 
be found in Jesus Christ . The gospel—or good news—is that Jesus died on Calvary, was 
buried, and was resurrected after three days . By doing this, He paid our ransom for sin .

We identify with the gospel message in this way: We repent of our sins as a sign of 
dying to sin . Next, we are buried with Him in baptism as a sign of burying the old man . 
Then we are filled with the Spirit, with the initial sign of speaking in other tongues . In 
this way we identify with His death, burial, and resurrection and are given new life . 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new” (II Corinthians 5:17) .

Being born again and freed from sin does not mean that the temptation to sin will 
disappear from our lives . There will still be a battle within between the flesh and the 
Spirit . However, once we are born again, we now have the Holy Spirit to empower us . 

The choices we make will determine whether we stay free from the bondage of sin 
or return as a hostage to it . The key to remaining free is to not fulfill the lusts of the 
flesh . In speaking to the church in Galatia, Paul told them, “This I say then, Walk in 
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16) . As we allow the 
Spirit to be full in our lives, it will lead and guide us . 

Romans 8:1–2 is a powerful promise to every born-again believer: “There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit . For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death .” We are released from the condemna-
tion of sin as long as we walk in the Spirit .



47

           FOCUS VERSE  
II Timothy 3:16

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness .

           LESSON TEXT 
II Timothy 3:16–17

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works .

Luke 11:28–32 
28 But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it . 
29 And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, This is an evil 

generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the 
prophet . 

30 For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to this 
generation . 

31 The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with the men of this generation, 
and condemn them: for she came from the utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here . 

32 The men of Nineve shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn 
it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here .

FOCUS THOUGHT
If we are to please God, we must listen to and honor God’s Word.

God’s Word Is Good for Us

Lesson 7
October 18, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
In his 2019 State of the Bible Report, George 

Barna examined the behaviors and beliefs of 
American adults regarding the Word of God . 
Here are a few excerpts from his findings:

Five percent of the population are Bible 
centered, meaning they interact with the 
Bible frequently and it is transforming their 
relationships and shaping their choices . 
Nineteen percent  are Bible engaged, meaning 
the Bible is transforming their relationship with 
God and with others . Another nineteen percent 
are considered Bible friendly . These people 
interact with the Bible on a consistent basis and 
it may be a source of spiritual insight and wisdom 
to them . The study found that nine percent 
are Bible neutral, meaning they interact with 
the Bible sporadically and it has little spiritual 
influence in their lives, although that influence 
may be growing . Finally, forty-eight percent of 
America’s population are Bible disengaged, 
interacting infrequently with the Bible—it has 
minimal, if any, impact in their lives .

        OUTLINE
I. ALL SCRIPTURE IS PROFITABLE

A . Doctrine
B . Reproof
C . Correction
D . Instruction in Righteousness

II.  WE MUST HEAR AND KEEP GOD’S 
WORD

A .  Jonah Preached and Nineveh 
Responded with Repentance

B .  God’s Word Inspires Faith
C . God’s Word Brings Hope
D .  God’s Word Equips Us to Do God’s Will

         CULTURE CONNECTION
COURSE CORRECTION

NASA did all their research, crunched all their numbers, and sent the Mars 
rover Curiosity into outer space in 2012 . Engineers, scientists, and a team of other 
intellectuals watched as the spacecraft carrying the rover climbed out of the Earth’s 
atmosphere on its 352-million-mile journey to the “Red Planet .” The trip would take 
just over eight months to complete .

Two-thirds of a year later, the spacecraft was about to enter the Martian atmosphere 
and prepare for landing . But after all those many miles and all those many months, 
it was estimated to be thirteen miles off course . The team at NASA went right to work 
and made a minor course correction: only one centimeter per second . That seemingly 
minor course correction set the craft to land where the engineers targeted it to land .

Course correction is one of the blessings of the Word of God . As we walk with God, 
we may find ourselves veering off course from time to time . We may not be praying as 
often as we should, but we read, “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the 
saints” (Ephesians 6:18, NKJV) . Perhaps we are having a difficult time tempering our 
temper, but we read, “Be angry, and do not sin: do not let the sun go down on your 
wrath” (Ephesians 4:26, NKJV) . 

God’s Word is perfect for course corrections . The next time you are not where you 
need to be, God’s Word will show you where you need to be and how to get there .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. ALL SCRIPTURE IS PROFITABLE
Value is a relative term, as the old saying “one man’s trash is another man’s 

treasure” proves to us . What I consider valuable may have little worth to you . Things 
of little value to me may be your most prized possessions . We apply value to things 
based on our perception of them and what they mean to us .

The Word of God is no different . As the Barna Study shows, people value the Word of 
God differently . However, II Timothy 3:16 tells us, “All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness .” The Word is designed by God to affect every area of our lives .

 »  How important would you say the Word of God is to you? In what ways do you show it 
is important to you?

A. Doctrine
Paul told Timothy that the Word is profitable for doctrine . If our doctrine is not right, 

then nothing else really matters . There are two foundations of all biblical theology: 
1) Deuteronomy 6:4, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is One Lord” and 2) Leviticus 
11:44, “For I am the Lord your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye 
shall be holy; for I am holy .” 

God expects us to know who He is and what He is . As we study the Bible, we become 
acquainted with the knowledge of who He is . The doctrine of the oneness of God is 
clearly established in the Word . Deuteronomy 6:4 directly correlates to Colossians 
2:9: “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily .” Jesus Himself said, 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9) .

The new-birth message is the foundational doctrine of the New Testament church . 
In John 3:5 Jesus established the requirements to make it into Heaven when He told 
Nicodemus, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God .” It takes more than a profession of 
faith or expressing a love for God . Merely attending church and reading the Bible will 
not save us . We must be born again as Simon Peter said in Acts 2:38, “Then Peter 
said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost .”

B. Reproof
The same Word that leads us to being right in doctrine will also keep us right in our 

daily lives . In order for us to live a life that is pleasing to God, we must allow the Word 
to point out error when it comes into our lives . God wants us to have a strong sense 
of conviction when it is necessary .

Hebrews 4:12 tells us the role the Word will play in helping us to discern right from 
wrong . It states, “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
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and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart .” The Word has 
the power to discern the deepest, most secret thoughts of the heart and mind .

C. Correction
Having a feeling of conviction without a clear direction of what to do about it leads 

only to frustration . It would be like raising your child with rules and guidelines but 
doing nothing to correct them when the child disobeys . Without correction, human 
nature follows after its own self-will .

Hebrews 12:6 states, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth .” He loves us enough to correct us and to discipline 
us . This is intended to happen primarily through the Word of God . The Greek word 
for correction means “to restore to its proper condition; make straight .”  The goal of 
correction is to bring the individual to a better state . 

The same love of God that motivates the Word to convict is the same love that 
brings correction into our lives . God is not some evil tyrant waiting to inflict pain into 
our lives the moment we disobey . Rather, He is a loving and merciful Father who will 
bring correction to us if we do not respond to conviction .

 »  How do you respond when God corrects you? Was there a time when His correction 
hurt you, but you knew it was for your own good?

D. Instruction in Righteousness
The ultimate goal of doctrine, conviction, and reproof is that we might be in a right 

relationship with God . Without His Word to reveal His righteousness to us, we have 
no pattern to follow in order to live in righteousness . The Word, hidden in our hearts, 
will keep us on the path of righteousness: “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I 
might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11) .

The grace of God that brought salvation to us becomes our teacher and teaches us 
righteousness through the Word of God . Titus 2:11–12 explains so beautifully how 
this happens: “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world .”

The only way to really know righteousness is to be taught it . Grace becomes the 
instructor of righteousness and teaches us to first of all deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts . Then it gives instruction as to how we should live after denying the 
desires of the flesh . We should live soberly . There needs to be a seriousness in our 
walk with God . Life is an adventure but should never be viewed as just a game . We 
need a soberness about us in order to make the effort to live righteously before God . 

Next, we are to live righteously . This involves thinking the right thoughts, having 
right motives, and performing the right actions . Once our minds become serious 
about living for God, we will change our actions as well . 
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Living godly means to take on a devout lifestyle . Our devotion to God is seen by 
the world around us in all that we do . Our lives become proof that the Word of God is 
profitable to us and is helping us to become more like Him every day . 

II. WE MUST HEAR AND KEEP GOD’S WORD
Each of us has a personal responsibility for the effect the Word of God has in 

our own lives . I cannot rely on someone else’s opinion of the Word . I must make it 
personal and let it shape and mold me .

There is no deception worse than self-deception . It is one thing to have other 
people deceive us, but when we begin to deceive ourselves, we are in danger of 
living by whatever pleases us . James 1:22 issues a challenge and a warning: “But be 
ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves .” 

James was telling the church that it is incredibly dangerous to deceive ourselves 
when it comes to our response to the Word of God . We cannot be the type of people 
who faithfully attend every service and give loud responses to the Word of God, but 
never live it out in our daily lives . 

Once we deceive ourselves, we are open to further deception . It will become easier 
for other voices to deceive us once we have allowed the voice of God not to be clear 
concerning His Word . 

A. Jonah Preached and Nineveh Responded with Repentance 
As we have already seen, one of the primary purposes of the Word of God is to bring 

change into our lives . The power of the preached Word seeks to bring conviction to the 
hearts of people that in turn will lead them to repentance . Without the Word of God, 
we would have no concept of sin or any reason to repent . As Paul stated in Romans 
7:9, “For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin 
revived, and I died .” Without the Word we live according to our own conscience . Paul 
told us that the Word brings an awareness of sin and the realization that we are dying 
in our sin .  

In Luke 11:29–32 we read the account of Jonah preaching to Nineveh and the 
subsequent result: 

And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, This is an 
evil generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be given it, but the 
sign of Jonas the prophet. For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall 
also the Son of man be to this generation. The queen of the south shall rise up 
in the judgment with the men of this generation, and condemn them: for she 
came from the utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, 
behold, a greater than Solomon is here. The men of Nineveh shall rise up in 
the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.  
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In this passage, the multitudes were seeking signs and miracles, which became 
their motivation for following Jesus . But Jesus told them that no other sign was 
necessary for them other than the story of Jonah .

Verse 30 tells us that Jonah was a sign to Nineveh . He came preaching repentance 
to a people immersed in their sin . His message of repentance brought them to 
their knees in conviction . Great revival swept through Nineveh because the people 
responded to the Word of God . 

Jesus went on to tell the crowd that Nineveh would rise up in judgment of their 
present generation and condemn it . They would do so because they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, and one greater than Jonah—Jesus Christ—was now in their midst .

 »  If God expected the people of Jonah’s day to respond to the Word with repentance, 
how much more must He expect it of us today?

B. God’s Word Inspires Faith
Hebrews 11:1 declares to us, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not seen .” What powerful words these are to every believer! Faith 
is substance and evidence for us . In other words, faith is a fact and not a feeling . 
God is all-powerful whether we feel His power or not . He is a healer whether we are 
healed or not . Regardless of whether we feel faith or not, it simply is faith .  

The entire eleventh chapter of Hebrews is filled with verses that begin with these 
words, “By faith .” Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and many others are credited with 
allowing faith to work in their situations . God accepted Abel’s sacrifice and translated 
Enoch from this world to the next without experiencing death . By faith Noah built an 
ark and saved his household . It was faith that compelled Abraham to step out of his 
comfort zone and look for a city whose builder and maker was God . 

Story after story is recorded in Hebrews 11 that should cause our faith to be 
elevated . The recorded accounts are of ordinary people who did extraordinary things 
all because of faith . God allowed their stories to be preserved in His Word so that we 
might be inspired by them .

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 
10:17) . The things we hear can motivate us to action . Through the avenue of hearing, 
our emotions are engaged and a course of action is laid out . Paul told the church in 
Rome that the greatest source for them to hear from was the Word of God . As a result 
of hearing the Word of God, we begin to live a life of faith as God intended .

 »  Which verses of Scripture would you share with people to help encourage them in their faith?

C. God’s Word Brings Hope
Have you felt that your hope has been beaten up lately and left you struggling? Has 

life sucked the energy out of you and now only a little hope remains? Are you living 
every day under a cloud of darkness just hoping the sun will shine again? 
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There is good news! The Word of God can bring hope into the direst situations . 
“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint” 
(Isaiah 40:31) . Be patient in your struggle and trust the promises of the Word . God 
will renew and restore you .

Another encouraging verse is found in Psalm 119:114: “Thou art my hiding place 
and my shield: I hope in thy word .” What a beautiful picture of knowing that we can 
rest safely in the presence of God . The psalmist declared, “I hope in thy word .” The 
circumstances may not have been what he wanted . Life may not have been fair at the 
time . But he was reminding us that there is always hope to be found in the Word of God .

 » Which passage of Scripture inspires hope for you?

D. God’s Word Equips Us to Do God’s Will
To live a life that is pleasing to God should be the goal for each one of us . At the 

end of our days, we should be able to say like the writer of Hebrews, “Then said I, Lo, 
I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God” (Hebrews 
10:7) . Can you imagine having the confidence to know that God has said of you that 
you delighted to do His will?

One of the greatest accolades David received is found in Acts 13:36 where it says, 
“For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep .” 
This shepherd boy from the hillsides of obscurity became so selfless that he served 
his own generation by the will of God .

This did not just happen; at some point, David fell in love with the Word of God . 
The Word is what ordered his steps (Psalm 119:133) . He allowed it to become a lamp 
for his feet and a light for his paths (Psalm 119:105) . He hid it in his heart so that sin 
would not enter into his life (Psalm 119:11) .

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
The Word of God can be likened to a seed and our lives as the ground . God liberally 

sows the seed of His Word into our lives, hoping it will take root and grow . Seeds that 
are carefully selected, planted, and nurtured bring the promise of a future harvest of 
blessings . Ultimately, it is our choice whether we will nurture the seed that has been 
given to us or whether we will continue to live life the way we desire instead of the 
way He desires . 

The Word of God has to be more than a reference to us for preaching and teaching . 
If we are going to do the will of God in our lives, we must be in His Word and allowing 
Him to speak to us out of that Word . It is the Word that will give us specific direction 
for our lives, just as it did for David . If we embrace the Word and are sensitive to the 
leading of the Lord, we too will serve our generation by the will of God . 
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           FOCUS VERSE  
II Timothy 4:2

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine .

           LESSON TEXT 
II Timothy 4:1–4

1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine . 

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables . 

Acts 19:1–6, 24–26
1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the 

upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 
2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto 

him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost . 
3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism . 
4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 

people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus . 
5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus . 
6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they 

spake with tongues, and prophesied .
 .  .  .  .  .

24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which made silver shrines for Diana, 
brought no small gain unto the craftsmen; 

25 Whom he called together with the workmen of like occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know 
that by this craft we have our wealth . 

26 Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, 
this Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying that they be no gods, which 
are made with hands .

FOCUS THOUGHT
We should actively share God’s Word through the ministries God has called us to.

Sharing God’s Word

Lesson 8
October 25, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
The disciples were excited to see blinded 

eyes open, crippled limbs straightened, and 
multitudes fed with a little bit of fish and bread . 
Being eyewitnesses to miracles had to be 
invigorating and faith building . 

Perhaps they thought, “We have seen it all!” 
Yet Jesus said, “He that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do” (John 14:12) . They 
probably scratched their heads in bewilderment . 
After all, what could possibly be greater than 
what they had already seen? 

Acts 1:8 would reveal the greater works: “But 
ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth .” 

        OUTLINE
I. PAUL IN EPHESUS

A . Preached to Certain of John’s Disciples
B . Baptized Them in the Name of the Lord
C . Holy Ghost Was Poured Out
D .  We Must Share the Gospel with 

Everyone

II. PAUL FACED OPPOSITION
A . Demetrius Rallied Opposition
B . Paul Persuaded Many People
C .  We Must Share the Gospel in Spite of 

Opposition

III. PREACH THE WORD
A . Instant in Season and out of Season
B .  We Should Actively Share God’s Word 

through Ministries

         CULTURE CONNECTION
WITNESS WI-FI

We have all been there, searching for Wi-Fi in an airport, on a plane, on a bus, or on 
a bench . We see the standard network IDs such as Netgear, Cisco, iPhone, and others . 
But have you ever seen “FBI Surveillance Van”? Chances are someone is playing a trick 
on you because the FBI will not broadcast their presence, especially if they are working 
to remain hidden . 

This creative network name sparked an idea for a Christian who was looking for a 
clever way to spread the gospel . He renamed his network ID to “Jesus Saves .” Now 
when his neighbors are searching for Wi-Fi around his neighborhood, somewhere in 
the middle of their network lists, they see his ID and read the good news that Jesus 
saves . Only eternity will reveal if anyone has been saved because of his witness Wi-Fi, 
but I believe the apostle Paul would grin at the idea .

When he walked the shores of Asia Minor, Paul shared God’s Word with everyone 
everywhere through the ministries available to him . He preached in houses that opened 
their doors to him and in synagogues that opened their rooms to him . He even preached 
the Word of God in the streets to crowds who opened their ears and their hearts to him . 
He wrote letters to share God’s Word with churches who needed to hear it . 

There is no shortage of ministries or opportunities, just a shortage of people 
courageous enough to use them to share God’s Word . Let us be like the apostle Paul . 
Let us make it our mission to share God’s Word with everyone everywhere through 
every means and ministry that will glorify God and make disciples for Him .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. PAUL IN EPHESUS
The most prolific of the apostles and New Testament writers was Paul . This man who 

was once a persecutor of Christians eventually turned the world upside down with 
the message of the gospel . He conducted three missionary journeys and established 
several churches . Of all of the places the apostle Paul journeyed and ministered, 
Ephesus holds special significance . Acts 19 gives the account of his arrival there and 
the ministry that he did over the following three years .  

He spent a good portion of his time going from house to house and sharing the 
gospel with the people of Ephesus . Before he would depart, he would direct a great 
missionary campaign throughout Asia and new churches would be established 
within a one-hundred-mile radius .

 » What do you admire most about the apostle Paul? Why?

A. Preached to Certain of John’s Disciples
Apollos had gone to Corinth and Paul was arriving in Ephesus . However, their 

paths crossed as they were spreading the gospel . Acts 19:1 tells us, “And it came 
to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper 
coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples .”

Paul quickly asked a pointed question: “Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye 
believed?” (Acts 19:2) . This question is important because it shows just how essential 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost is in our salvation experience . Their reply in verse 2, “We 
have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost,” let Paul know something 
significant: they had not yet heard that Jesus Christ had come as the Messiah . 

Paul’s next question followed, “Until what then were ye baptized?” Their response 
of “unto John’s baptism” let Paul know they had heard John’s message and had been 
baptized unto repentance . Paul quickly recognized that they were still looking for the 
Messiah . They believed He was coming but did not yet know He had already arrived . 

Instead of belittling their experience or ridiculing them, Paul began to preach Jesus 
to them . When these disciples heard what he had to say, they did exactly what they 
should have done .

 » Why did Paul ask them if they had received the Holy Ghost since they believed?

B. Baptized Them in the Name of the Lord
Paul was not willing to let them think their previous baptism was sufficient for 

salvation . The baptism of John for repentance was very different than the New 
Testament church baptism that brings us into the body of Christ . Salvation was too 
important of an issue for it to be cast aside simply because someone had already 
been baptized unto repentance .
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The gospel and the good news is that Jesus died for our sins, He was buried, and He 
resurrected on the third day . We identify with that good news by responding to the gospel 
message . We identify with His burial by being baptized by immersion in Jesus’ name . 

These followers of John immediately responded . They had no doubt that the message 
Paul was preaching was truth . “When they heard this, they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:5) .

C. Holy Ghost Was Poured Out
We cannot overlook the fact that Paul did not stop with them being baptized in 

Jesus’ name . If repentance and baptism were all it took to be saved, these disciples 
would certainly have been saved . But Paul knew what was necessary for salvation, 
and he was not going to preach a watered-down message . 

As soon as they were baptized, Paul laid hands on them . When he did this, the Holy 
Ghost came upon them, and they spoke with tongues . It was this outward sign of the 
baptism of the Spirit that let Paul know God had filled them with the Holy Ghost . 

This baptism of the Spirit is what Jesus spoke of in Luke 24:49 when He said, 
“And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high .” Receiving the baptism of 
the Spirit is not only a component of salvation, it also empowers us to share the Word 
of God with the world around us .

D. We Must Share the Gospel with Everyone
Jesus came to save the entire world . God does not intend for anyone to be left 

untouched by the gospel . It is His will and desire that everyone be saved . For that 
to happen, someone has to spread the message, and someone has to respond to 
the call of God . Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 28:19–20, “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world . Amen .” They responded 
to His command and shared the Word of God across the then-known world .

His plan to reach the world is to use the church to spread the gospel . From the 
Day of Pentecost onward, God has always used people to be the means by which 
the world would be evangelized . The command of “go ye therefore” still rings as true 
today as it did on the day Jesus said it .

 »  When was the last opportunity you had to teach a Bible study?

II. PAUL FACED OPPOSITION
Second Corinthians 10:4 lets us know, “For the weapons of our warfare are not 

carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds .” We have a need 
for spiritual weapons because we are engaged in a spiritual battle . The enemy of our 
souls does not like it when revival breaks forth and souls are saved . To try and stop 
the work, he will raise up opposition at every opportunity . 
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Paul faced opposition in the midst of revival . Soon after the conversion of these 
disciples in Ephesus, there were rumblings throughout the city about the effect the 
gospel message was having . A people in love with their sin—especially if it brings 
them a profit—will detest a move of God in their community . 

 »  Have you ever seen an individual or even a church face opposition when they decided 
to pursue God’s will and promises?

A. Demetrius Rallied Opposition
Demetrius, a local silversmith, was the strongest voice of opposition to the revival 

in Ephesus . Prior to Paul arriving, Ephesus had been consumed with worship of the 
goddess of fertility, Diana . Paul’s message of salvation was in direct opposition to 
idol worshipers and idol makers . 

The greed of the idol makers caused them to become furious with the results of the 
ministry of Paul . Demetrius had made a living by building shrines of Diana’s temple 
and statues of Diana herself . One can only imagine how revival sweeping through 
Ephesus would cut into his profits rather rapidly .

Demetrius was quick to hurl accusations against Paul and the Ephesian Christians . 
He charged them with destroying the livelihood of the craftsmen of Ephesus . He 
then accused them of destroying the Temple of Diana, which was one of the leading 
businesses in the city . Finally he said that their preaching was greatly hindering 
tourists from coming to Ephesus .

Any time great revival breaks out, we can rest assured the enemy will not like it . 
There will be opposition from within and without . As a general rule, people enjoy 
living in their sin . They are not happy when anyone creates a climate for people to 
leave sin and serve God .

B. Paul Persuaded Many People
Paul did not let the opposition discourage him or keep him from continuing to 

preach the Word of God . He preached in such a way that people responded and 
began to walk away from idol worship .

As a result the people of Ephesus were converted . When people are converted, 
they face the fact that no gods made by human hands or human imagination have 
power . “As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacri-
fice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none 
other but one God” (I Corinthians 8:4) .  Secondly the converted people will deny all 
gods except God Himself . They will not attempt to continue in worship to false gods, 
regardless of what it costs them .  

This revival was not contained to Ephesus only . In Acts 19:26, even Demetrius 
himself acknowledged that when he said, “Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone 
at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned 
away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made with hands .” Notice 
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that Demetrius said that this revival had spread throughout almost all of Asia . Paul 
persuaded many people throughout Asia to become disciples of Jesus Christ . 

C. We Must Share the Gospel in Spite of Opposition
Like the apostle Paul, we too have a calling from God to share the gospel with 

the world around us . God has no other plan than to use the church to spread the 
new-birth message . Just like it was for the early church, there will be opposition . 
Governmental and political systems today are not as pro-Christian as they once 
were . Laws are being considered on a regular basis that would continue to restrict 
religious freedoms . Media and educational systems spread philosophies of secular 
humanism in an effort to further erode the religious views of modern-day Christianity .

We cannot allow the onslaught of the enemy to cause us to cower in fear and refuse 
to spread the gospel message . In fact Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the world . A city 
that is set on an hill cannot be hid” (Matthew 5:14) . The light will always shine brightest 
when the world is at its darkest, but only if the church will do its part to be that light . 
“No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret place, neither under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which come in may see the light” (Luke 11:33) .

From the Book of Acts, we see that the early church not only faced great opposition 
and persecution, but it also saw great revival . With that as our example, we should 
be inspired to boldly face any opposition that rises against us, knowing that if we 
remain faithful and true, revival will come our way .

III. PREACH THE WORD
Romans 10:14 declares, “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 

believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher?” The only hope this world has is in responding to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ .  

In speaking to the church at Rome, Paul squarely placed the responsibility of 
spreading the gospel on the shoulders of the church . People cannot call on a Savior 
if they do not believe in Him . In order to believe, they have to hear the message 
of who He is . “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 
(Romans 10:17) . It is the Word of God that will convict people and cause them to 
believe that Jesus came to save them . Hearing the Word will inspire them to believe .

We are all called to the ministry of the gospel . We, as the church, are the voice of 
God to this lost world . We may never stand in a pulpit and preach a sermon, but every 
day we go out into our harvest field with a message of hope; this message must be 
preached to the lost and dying .

A. Instant in Season and out of Season
“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 

all longsuffering and doctrine” (II Timothy 4:2) . You never know when the opportunity 
will present itself to share the good news with someone . Paul gave instructions to 
Timothy to always be ready to share the Word with someone . 
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To “be instant” means to keep a sense of urgency about us and always be standing 
ready to serve .  Those who are sincere in being a witness for the Lord will be consumed 
with a passionate desire to minister the gospel . That desire will mold their thinking 
and their actions . They will constantly be looking for opportunities to reach out with 
a message of hope to people .

To be instant in season and out of season means that we recognize we must always 
be ready to do the work of the Lord . We will recognize the opportunities that come our 
way regardless of when they come and from where they come . Second Corinthians 
6:2 states, “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation .” 
For someone we come into contact with, today is the day the Lord is reaching for that 
person, and He is using us to be His voice .

B. We Should Actively Share God’s Word through Ministries
It is our responsibility to be the church outside the perimeter walls of a physical 

building . Every born-again believer is empowered by the Holy Ghost to be a witness 
to the world . God has given gifts to each of us and has equipped us to be involved in 
the work of the ministry of the gospel . “For as we have many members in one body, 
and all members have not the same office: so we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another . Having then gifts differing according to the 
grace that is given to us” (Romans 12:4–6) . 

Whatever the gifting God has given us, He gave it to us with the purpose of using it 
to build up believers and reach the lost . It is an amazing thing to see how God places 
different members in the body with different giftings, yet they all work together for 
the sake of reaching others . As the church, we have a responsibility to share the 
Word of God through every means of ministry available to us . 

To be a good steward of the giftings God has placed into our lives, we must be 
actively sharing God’s Word . To have the message of hope that the world desperately 
needs and not share it, would be to fall short of all God has called us to do .

 »  Do you recognize the special gifts God has given you for the purpose of sharing the Word? 

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
With over seven billion people in the world today, God is still empowering us to do 

“greater works” (John 14:12) . He is still sending us out to spread His Word to a lost 
and dying world . We are all called to be witnesses to those around us . Regardless 
of how many physical miracles we see, unless we share the gospel and the Word of 
God with the world, we will never experience the “greater things” that Jesus spoke of .

It is the will of God for the church to have Apostolic revival until Jesus comes . Yes, 
there will be opposition . Yes, it will be challenging . No, the enemy of our soul is not go-
ing to like it . However, we know God will continue to pour out His Spirit in spite of what 
arises against us . While we may be living in the darkest spiritual hour the world has 
ever seen, the light of the gospel has never had a better opportunity to shine brighter . 
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Ezra 1:5

Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, 
with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of the Lord which is in 
Jerusalem .

           LESSON TEXT 
Ezra 1:1–11

1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of 
Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made 
a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, 

2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms 
of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah . 

3 Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is the God,) 
which is in Jerusalem . 

4 And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help 
him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for 
the house of God that is in Jerusalem . 

5 Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and the 
Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house of the Lord 
which is in Jerusalem . 

6 And all they that were about them strengthened their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, 
with goods, and with beasts, and with precious things, beside all that was willingly offered .

7 Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar 
had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of his gods; 

8 Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, 
and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah . 

9 And this is the number of them: thirty chargers of gold, a thousand chargers of silver, nine 
and twenty knives, 

10 Thirty basins of gold, silver basins of a second sort four hundred and ten, and other 
vessels a thousand .

11 All the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand and four hundred . All these did 
Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivity that were brought up from Babylon unto 
Jerusalem .

Lesson 9
November 1, 2020

FOCUS THOUGHT
God seeks to stir His people to do the work He has called them to.

Stirred by God



62

        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Children are incredibly impressionable . For 

the most part, they accept what they see and 
hear as true . Around ages 13–21 we develop 
strong friendships and peer groups . We are 
influenced by these relationships as well as by 
media . Overall, our values and principles are 
set . We are basically who we will always be .

Psychologists say that barring a significant 
emotional event that stirs us deeply, we are 
not likely to change much . The death of a loved 
one, a major illness, or catastrophic event can 
drastically alter our thinking, behavior, and 
actions .

In the kingdom of God, a significant spiritual 
event can stir us so deeply that we also change 
our thinking, behavior, and actions . This is what 
happened to Cyrus in the Book of Ezra . 

        OUTLINE
I. KING CYRUS WAS STIRRED

A . King Cyrus Made a Proclamation
B .  God Charged Cyrus to Build a Temple in 

Jerusalem
C . God Can Stir the Hearts of Unbelievers

II. THE ISRAELITES WERE STIRRED
A .  They Unified and Gathered What Was 

Needed to Build the Temple
B . Worship Was Restored
C . God Can Stir the Hearts of Believers

III. THE FOUNDATION WAS LAID
A . The Reaction Was Mixed
B .  God Wants to Complete His Work 

through Us

         CULTURE CONNECTION
THE FREEDOM TOWER

Most people alive on September 11, 2001, remember exactly where they were and 
what they were doing when they heard the news the twin towers had collapsed . The 
footage of passenger jets crashing into those towers still seems somberly surreal . 
Immediately after the attack, the New York City skyline appeared empty . Although the 
Empire State Building and scores of other skyscrapers still stood, the cavity where the 
twin towers had once stood seemed to be all one could see . 

But America began to rebuild . Less than five years later, construction on the Freedom 
Tower began . It would be different than the twin towers; this would only be one tower . 
And it would be taller than the original towers; the Freedom Tower stands 1,776 feet 
tall—a reminder of the year freedom began to ring . And it took just over eight years to 
build . Such a marvel rose from the ashes of an attack .  

Some of the children of Israel remembered what it was like to worship God in the 
Temple Solomon built . But they also remembered the dark day when Babylon stormed 
into their city with swords swinging, destroyed the Temple, and captured the people . 
But after decades of captivity, God stirred the heart of a heathen king named Cyrus to 
give God’s people permission to rebuild God’s house . 

This Temple was different than the first . It was not as expensive, not as expansive . 
But it would be the place where God’s people could once again meet with their God . 
Although the enemy destroyed the house of God, the enemy could not destroy their 
faith in God . God stirred the hearts of unbelievers and believers alike to spark a revival 
of righteousness and relationship with Him .



63

        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. KING CYRUS WAS STIRRED
The Book of Ezra details the story of the Jewish people leaving Babylonian captivity 

and coming back into the Promised Land . Because of the sin of the people, the Lord 
had allowed the Babylonians to defeat Israel and take her out of the Promised Land . 
The Book of Lamentations tells us of the deep longing of the people to return to the 
land God had given them . 

Although during this time of exile the Jewish people were treated well, they still 
had a desire to return home . During this time the Jews began to return to the writings 
of Moses and the prophets in an effort to understand what had gone wrong . In so 
doing, hope was stirred in them once again . Out of the Word of God, they found a 
reason to be stirred by God and to let their faith rekindle .

In the writings of the prophet Isaiah, some 150 years before, the Lord had 
prophesied of Cyrus and said, “That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall 
perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the 
temple, Thy foundation shall be laid” (Isaiah 44:28) . He further said in Isaiah 45:13, 
“I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways: he shall build my 
city, and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the Lord of hosts .”

Obviously, the Hebrews would have been excited to hear that a ruler named 
Cyrus was in charge of Babylon . Their hearts would have leaped within them at the 
knowledge of what God was doing on their behalf . 

Ezra 1:1 tells us that the Lord stirred up Cyrus . It was not something Cyrus contrived 
or planned on his own . The word stirred literally means to awaken . In other words, 
the Lord was awakening Cyrus to his God-given purpose of why he was ruling over 
Babylon . It was the hand of God working on him to affect the rebuilding of the Temple 
and the release of His people .

God has always had a plan and a purpose for His people . At critical times in history, 
He awakened people to His purpose . 

 »  When was the last time you can remember being truly stirred by God to fulfill your 
purpose in life?

A. King Cyrus Made a Proclamation
Whether Cyrus was a true worshiper of Jehovah or not, we really do not know . But 

we do know that he responded to God stirring him . In verses 2–4 he proclaims, 

Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all 
the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? his 
God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build 
the house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem. 
And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men 
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of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with 
beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.

King Cyrus acknowledged five specific things: 1) The Lord God of Heaven has 
spoken . 2) The Lord had appointed him to build a Temple for the Lord in Jerusalem . 3) 
He was freeing any Jewish exile to return home, if they desired to do so . 4) He ordered 
those who returned to be involved in the rebuilding of the Temple . 5) He encouraged 
those who did not wish to return to be supportive of the project financially . 

In our own lives, we need to do the things God has stirred us to do . We need to be 
bold in our faith and know God is using us for the greater good of His kingdom . When 
we do, we also will see the blessings of the Lord, just as Cyrus did . 

 » How have you seen God bless you through your obedience to His Word?

B. God Charged Cyrus to Build a Temple in Jerusalem
The task that Cyrus was given by God would seem rather strange for a Persian king 

to undertake . Building a Temple for a God the Persians did not worship in a city that 
was a holy city for the Jewish people had to seem an odd request . Yet God knew 
exactly what He was doing . 

We can rest assured that every promise and prophecy of God will come to pass . 
At times, He may use the most unlikely of people and circumstances, but He will 
honor His Word . The kingdom of God will be built as people respond to His stirrings, 
prompting them to do great things for Him . Cyrus was responding to the Spirit of the 
Lord impressing upon him to free the Jewish people .

C. God Can Stir the Hearts of Unbelievers
Many times in the Word of God, we see the Lord moving in the lives of unbelievers 

to help fulfill His purpose . He has the ability to soften the hardest heart . He can 
cause paradigm shifts to alter their thinking, behavior, and actions . 

In our text, Cyrus was moved on by the Spirit of the Lord and his heart was stirred . 
In response, he acted upon what God asked him to do . Ezekiel 11:19 says, “And I will 
give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony 
heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh .” 

Remember how we learned that the word stirred means to awaken? We know God 
can awaken the heart that is far from Him . “No man can come to me, except the 
Father which hath sent me draw him” (John 6:44) . This shows us that the Lord is 
always willing to stir the hearts of unbelievers . 

 » Who is someone you are praying for that his or her heart becomes stirred by the Lord?

II. THE ISRAELITES WERE STIRRED
We know the Israelites were also awakened out of the spiritual lethargy they had 

fallen into . Ezra 1:5 says, “Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, 
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and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up 
to build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem .” Notice the words rose up . This 
means they had been awakened and were responding . 

For seventy years they had been in captivity—seventy long years of a little more 
hope disappearing each day, seventy years of slowly forgetting who they were in 
God . But with the decree of Cyrus, hope revived within them, and they were stirred to 
return to their homeland . 

They knew it would not be an easy task . They were well aware that the cities of their 
land now laid in ruins and would have to be rebuilt . It would take commitment and 
sacrifice to rebuild the Temple and their homes . But the Spirit of the Lord had stirred 
them, and they had to respond . 

A. They Unified and Gathered What Was Needed to Build the Temple
Having a desire alone to respond to God is not enough . It takes action to see the 

plan and purpose of God come to pass . If the Temple was going to be rebuilt, it was 
going to take money and resources . The Israelites did not waver at the prospect of 
how difficult it would be or at how much they would have to sacrifice . 

If God had chosen to, He could have miraculously reconstructed the Temple before 
the Israelites returned . Instead, He chose to use them and the resources they had to 
do the work . It is the same for the church today . God still works through His people 
and what He has blessed them with to accomplish His work .

The Jews began to gather vessels of silver and gold . They added property that they 
had, as well as their animals and other valuables . They were willing to give all to see 
the Temple rebuilt . They did not reserve things selfishly but gave it gladly to the work 
of the Lord . They realized that the things they were giving were first of all given to 
them by God . They were willing to use their blessings to be a blessing .

 » What are things that promote unity within the church?

B. Worship Was Restored
After the Israelites gathered their resources, Cyrus ordered that the things that had 

been taken from the house of the Lord during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar should 
be returned to the people . Talk about miraculous provision! 

These items included 30 chargers of gold, 1,000 chargers of silver, 29 knives, 30 
basins of gold, 410 silver basins, and 1,000 other vessels . (See Ezra 1:9–10 .) These 
were items originally used in the Temple for sacrifice and worship . Can you imagine the 
joy they had to feel when they once again saw the items that were so valuable to them? 

The worship that had been lost to them in captivity would now be restored to 
them in their freedom . Their identity as the people of Jehovah would be solidly 
reestablished with their return to Jerusalem .
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C. God Can Stir the Hearts of Believers
Just as God can stir the hearts of unbelievers, He can also stir the hearts of 

believers . His greatest works can be done through a group of believers who want to 
do something great for Him . Regardless of how long we have lived for Him, we must 
stay sensitive to the moving of His Spirit . 

The Word of God is filled with accounts of believers who allowed themselves to be 
stirred by God . The condition of the world demands that the church be salt and light . If 
we become stagnant, then souls will be lost . Without a continual stirring of the Spirit, 
our local assemblies will be little more than places to gather with no real purpose . 

In II Timothy 1:6, Paul admonished Timothy to stir up the gift of God . He was telling 
him that he needed to continue allowing God to move on him and through him . This 
is done by staying true to the spiritual disciplines of prayer, fasting, and worship . 
Each of us has a responsibility to keep the work of the Spirit fresh in our lives .

 » What do you do to assure that the gift of God remains stirred up in your life?

III. THE FOUNDATION WAS LAID
Two years after the Jews returned to Jerusalem, Ezra 3 tells how the foundation of 

the Temple was finally laid . It was a monumental occasion for these Jews who had 
returned from exile . Of special note is verses 10–11 of chapter 3:

And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, they 
set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of 
Asaph with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the ordinance of David king of 
Israel. And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto 
the Lord; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. 
And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the Lord, 
because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid.

From the laying of the foundation they offered worship to God . It would be some 
time before the work would be completed, but they wanted to assure that God was 
given praise and thanksgiving for what He had begun in their midst . 

A. The Reaction Was Mixed
Although everyone worshiped as the foundation was completed, the overall 

reaction was mixed . The sounds of worship were quickly divided between weeping 
and shouting .

But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient 
men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was 
laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for 
joy: so that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the 
noise of the weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, 
and the noise was heard afar off. (Ezra 3:12–13)
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B. God Wants to Complete His Work through Us
We need to be careful not to make the same mistake they did . They had forgotten 

the foundation of the past that would allow them to even be able to build this Temple 
in the first place . Others were weeping over what used to be . May God help us to 
never forget the incredible things God has done for us in the past . We must never 
forget every victory and triumph God has brought into our lives . Neither do we need 
to let fall into the recesses of forgetfulness the incredible price that has been paid 
and the sacrifices that were made to get us to where we are today . The rich heritage 
of the church needs to always be in the forefront of our mind and spirit . 

We need to hold onto the foundations of biblically sound doctrine and separation 
that have marked and identified the church through the years . Our elders stood for 
these principles and built upon the sure foundation of God’s Word . However, Ezra 3 
tells us there were some on that day were weeping over what had been, but they did 
not see the power of what God was presently giving them . Both groups needed a 
spiritual paradigm shift and to be stirred by God . 

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
God is looking for unity and a hunger in our spirits for the things of God . We must 

understand that one hand will always be tied to our past heritage . That is where our 
true foundation lies . Without it we have nothing to build upon .

One hand will always be tied to the future . The future is where our hope rests . 
Without it we have no reason to build anything . It is the right now that God is 
concerned with . He will stir us in an effort to keep us focused on the task at hand . 

Haggai 2:6–9 says, “For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, 
and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and I will 
shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house 
with glory, saith the Lord of hosts . The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the 
Lord of hosts . The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith 
the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts .” 

May God help us to realize that He has a work for His church to do today .
Thank God for yesterday, but what about today? Thank God for prophecies of the 

future, but what about today? The hand of God is upon us . 
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Nehemiah 2:18

Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king’s words that 
he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands 
for this good work.

           LESSON TEXT 
Nehemiah 2:1–5, 17–18

1 And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that 
wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king . Now I had not been 
beforetime sad in his presence .

2 Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? 
this is nothing else but sorrow of heart . Then I was very sore afraid,

3 And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be 
sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are 
consumed with fire?

4 Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of 
heaven .

5 And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, 
that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build it .

 .  .  .  .  .
17 Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and 

the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we 
be no more a reproach .

18 Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king’s words 
that he had spoken unto me . And they said, Let us rise up and build . So they strengthened 
their hands for this good work .

FOCUS THOUGHT
God places burdens on our hearts.

The Burden of Nehemiah

Lesson 10
November 8, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
The term burden is frequently used in 

Christian circles in relation to the spiritual pull 
someone feels for a task, place, or person . 
We often speak or hear about people having a 
burden God has placed on their hearts . This is 
not meant to bring us down or be a hindrance 
spiritually . Instead, it serves to motivate us to 
action through prayer or deed . Throughout the 
Bible, we see how key events unfold involving 
someone who has a burden . Abraham is a 
great example of having a burden when he 
heard about the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah . 
He did not pace the floor while wringing his 
hands in anguish, nor did he move past the 
information as it did not impact his immediate 
circumstances . His burden moved him to action 
through intercessory prayer, ultimately saving 
Lot and his daughters . Sadly the two doomed 
cities were not spared; however, the obedience 
to his burden has proven to be an example of 
how we should submit to the burdens God 
places on our hearts .

        OUTLINE
I.  NEHEMIAH BURDENED AT THE NEWS OF 

JERUSALEM
A .  People in Great Affliction and Walls 

Broken Down
B . Nehemiah Prayed
C .  We Must Allow Our Burdens to Drive Us 

to Prayer

II. NEHEMIAH ACTED ON HIS BURDEN
A .  He Asked the King for Permission to 

Help Jerusalem
B .  They Strengthened Their Hands for the 

Good Work
C .  We Must Allow Our Burdens to Drive Us 

to Action

         CULTURE CONNECTION
ARISE AND REBUILD

A lazy Sunday afternoon in Joplin, Missouri, turned deadly as an EF5-rated tornado 
ripped through the city, leaving 161 people dead . For thirty-eight minutes, the tornado 
ripped houses from their foundations and tossed trees around like toothpicks . Winds 
swirled as fast as 200 mph . The infamous Joplin tornado cost the city and its citizens 
$2 .8 billion . 

Since 2011 the city of Joplin has been rebuilding . Although no one can replace 
someone lost to the storm, the people who call Joplin home have been rebuilding their 
homes, their businesses, and their lives . It has not been quick or easy, but it has been 
happening . Now, the city of Joplin, Missouri is thriving .  

Nehemiah had to feel like the people of Joplin felt . His city was destroyed but not by 
a storm; it was destroyed by an army . Nevertheless, the walls of his city and the Temple 
in his city lay in ruins . It would have been easier to find another site to build a new city, 
but God placed a burden on his heart to rebuild Jerusalem right where Jerusalem used 
to stand . God burdened Nehemiah with the weight of his city lying in ruins . That burden, 
which doubtless kept him awake at night, moved him to pray to his God and petition 
his boss, King Artaxerxes, for permission to return home and survey the damage .

If not for the burden, Nehemiah may not have returned to rebuild . What kind of 
burden do you suppose God wants to lay on our hearts for our city?
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
God gave a man in Texas a burden to start a church . He fought hard against this 

burden for many years, doing everything to avoid moving forward . Some feel small 
towns are not great incubators for a start-up church, especially when many established 
churches are in existence . One day he could no longer ignore the burden on his heart, 
so he stepped out in faith . God quickly blessed his faith, and within the first two years 
property was purchased for a fraction of the real estate value for that area . As he began 
to plan construction for a new building, financial blessings came at several key moments 
in order to keep the project moving . When the fourth anniversary of the church came 
around, they celebrated by having their new church dedication . Had this pastor not 
followed his burden, who can say if this church would have been established? 

I. NEHEMIAH BURDENED AT THE NEWS OF JERUSALEM
No indicators alert us that God is about to place a burden on our hearts . Burdens are 

almost guaranteed never to come at a convenient time in our lives . In fact, burdens 
seem to come at a time when we have found a place of comfort, not looking to step 
outside of our comfort zone . Moses was content to be a shepherd with his wife, living 
a relatively quiet life, when God called him to action . He even tried to tell God he was 
not fit or qualified for his calling . Sound familiar? Anyone who has received a burden 
has likely tried to push back on that calling, especially when we have found a place 
of comfort in our lives . We are content to be faithful to God on our terms . 

This is not necessarily where we find Nehemiah, a cupbearer in the royal court . We 
can ascertain his position likely afforded him a comfortable life; it certainly provided 
him with unrestricted access to the king . We can imagine this man being faithful in 
prayer and service to God while enjoying a successful life . The Scripture tells us that 
when Nehemiah heard the bad report concerning Jerusalem, he felt an immediate 
burden for that situation . He could have easily said a quick prayer and continued on 
with his life, not concerning himself with a situation far away and of no direct impact 
on his station or quality of life . Yet as a man of faith, he was moved in his spirit to 
action . When we walk by faith, we should anticipate that burdens will come; more 
importantly, we should move to action by obeying the leading of the Spirit . 

A. People in Great Affliction and Walls Broken Down
Life is hard . Everyone has heard or even made this statement at some point, 

usually during or after a hard trial . Personal experience should give us the ability to 
sympathize with others when trials and tribulations overwhelm them . Even more, 
our spirit should be moved into action to assist others in need . Although our focus 
verse is from the Old Testament, this guiding principle is corroborated in the New 
Testament with verses such as Galatians 6:2 which states, “Bear ye one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ .”

When he inquired about the state of Jerusalem, Nehemiah was shocked at the report 
he received . The lack of progress with rebuilding the city did not make sense in the mind 
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of this man . It is important to point out that Nehemiah did not rush to judge the situation 
and place blame . He was moved with compassion about the situation and immediately 
began to seek God . He did not offer unsolicited advice or criticize the people; he simply 
felt a burden for them . Too often people are quick to look for someone to blame, or they 
become critical of a situation with which they are not directly involved .

 » Have you ever withheld assistance because of your criticism?

B. Nehemiah Prayed
Prayer is an essential part of our faith . It is our direct means of communication 

with God . We should seek Him every day in prayer . When the king inquired what 
Nehemiah needed, Scripture tells us he prayed . We cannot assume this was his only 
prayer . His spirit would not have been so quick in yielding to the voice of God had he 
not been in regular communication with the Creator . 

God created humans for the purpose of fellowship . He desires to have a 
relationship with us . Relationships only grow and maintain strength through frequent 
communication . If a husband only communicates with his wife once a week, there 
is little doubt that relationship will not grow . Ironically, many people only seek God 
when they attend church once a week, if they attend that often . They treat God as if 
He were some kind of cosmic vending machine; if you need something, just insert a 
prayer . We must seek God daily in word and deed . 

Psalm 34:15 states, “The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are 
open unto their cry .” After Nehemiah prayed, he went on to give a detailed petition 
of his needs to the king . Not only did God give Nehemiah a detailed list of what was 
needed, He also moved on the heart of the king to grant Nehemiah’s requests . 

C. We Must Allow Our Burdens to Drive Us to Prayer
How many times have you thought of a song, but could not remember the title? 

You can hear the song playing in your mind, but the title will not come . You seem to 
remember all the lyrics, except the phrase that contains the title . Sometimes we can 
let go of trying to remember the title; other times we cannot . When the latter occurs, 
we conduct a frantic search through our music library or an internet search, until we 
find the title and the anguish of our mental burden is relieved . When we maintain a 
healthy relationship with God, there will be times when we feel a burden in our spirit . 
Anytime we feel this spiritual burden we should pray, not just a little but until we feel 
relief from the burden . 

Nehemiah felt a great burden for something that was happening far away; it did 
not impact his immediate circumstances in any way . Yet his burden was so great, it 
became visible in his demeanor . This is not to say we should always look heavy when 
we have a burden . However, there should be an internal drive to seek God in prayer 
about whatever is the source of our burden . Just like our fervent search for a song 
title, we should have a fervency to pray over our burdens until we feel relief . 
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 » Can you recall a great burden that drove you to pray fervently?

II. NEHEMIAH ACTED ON HIS BURDEN
Most everyone has heard the expression “actions speak louder than words .” This 

implies that our actions carry more relevance than the words we speak . All too often 
we talk about what we are going to do, yet we never do the thing of which we speak . 
Only when we put action to our words do others see us as reliable and trustworthy . 
Too often we promise to pray about a situation, yet we take no other action outside 
of our prayer . Sometimes prayer is the only action we can take; however, we must not 
be quick to relegate ourselves only to prayer . Sometimes our burden is more than a 
call to prayer; it is a call to action . 

Nehemiah faced a similar situation . First he prayed about his situation and then he 
took action . He did not simply satisfy himself by praying over the situation and then 
leaving the rest for God to sort out . Nehemiah was willing to submit himself to the 
plan God had for the situation . Taking action and submitting to the purpose of God 
meant Nehemiah had to step outside of his comfort zone . Too often we fail to take 
that extra measure because it resides outside of our comfort zone . 

A. He Asked the King for Permission to Help Jerusalem
Nehemiah was a man of good character . His position as the cupbearer of the king 

demonstrates he had worked his way to a favorable occupation—a position that put 
him in close proximity to the king . It is apparent from the words of the king that 
Nehemiah must have been a man of good countenance, someone who did not wear 
his emotions on his sleeve nor use his position to gain special favor from the king . 
When the king asked Nehemiah what he needed, we must take notice that he prayed 
and sought God . Only after his prayer did he begin to ask for assistance from the 
king . When Nehemiah offered his request, he did not ask for one item; instead, his 
list was lengthy and full of details . First, he asked for permission to make the journey 
himself, not just send provisions . This request was highly unusual from someone 
held in captivity . Yet the king did not reject this request; he simply inquired when 
Nehemiah would return . This was another sign of how Nehemiah had found favor 
with the king . Even more, it shows how God can do the miraculous when we submit 
to His will . Next, he asked for special papers from the king to ensure he had safe 
passage . Finally, he asked for material from the king’s vast wealth for the project . All 
of this was granted by the king who held Nehemiah in captivity . 

Proverbs 16:3 states, “Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be 
established .” Nehemiah did not work hard to please the king; he worked to please 
God . His reliance on and obedience to God was demonstrated through his prayer 
before asking the king for favor . When we keep our hearts and minds set on serving 
God in all things, He will grant us favor, even in the eyes of our enemy . 

 » Are you favored because of your work or because of your words?
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B. They Strengthened Their Hands for the Good Work
Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem and surveyed the situation . He took his time going 

around the city, surveying not only the wreckage of the city walls, but he also surveyed 
the temperament of the people . As the city walls lay in shambles, the people were 
not motivated or concerned about rebuilding them . Even though they were no longer 
in captivity, they allowed the situation to dictate their attitude—they possessed an 
attitude of despair . When Nehemiah spoke to the people, he addressed the situation 
directly: Jerusalem was a wreck and the people were in despair . He charged them 
to rebuild the walls to protect the city . He stated that his God was with him and told 
them what the king had said before sending him away . The people were impressed 
by these events, having been in captivity and knowing the power the king held over 
Nehemiah . Yet they did not have to simply believe the words he was speaking to them . 
The fact that Nehemiah had come with the materials to rebuild was a demonstration 
of the miraculous work of God . This became the motivation the people needed to rise 
up from their despair and begin the arduous task of rebuilding the walls . 

Everyone loves a good testimony about when God has performed the miraculous . 
Yet somehow we often fail to use them as motivation to work diligently in the face of 
adversity . When circumstances overcome our spirit, we are quick to resign ourselves 
to inaction . The opposite should be true; we should find motivation in knowing our 
God can do the impossible . First Samuel 30 tells us that David found himself in a 
situation where his people were ready to stone him to death . They had gone to fight 
and while the men were away, the enemy came and took captive the women and 
children . The men were distraught and upset that David had led them away from 
protecting their loved ones . However, I Samuel 30:6 states, “But David encouraged 
himself in the Lord his God .” When we seek God in all that we do, He will encourage 
us and strengthen our hands for the good work . 

 » How do you strengthen yourself in God?

C. We Must Allow Our Burdens to Drive Us to Action
Nehemiah took on the role of provisional governor in Jerusalem and supervised 

the rebuilding of the walls . Once the job was complete, he returned just as he 
promised the king . He did not know what awaited him upon his return . Did another 
man take his place? Would he still find favor in the eyes of the king? Everything could 
have changed while he was away; there was no guarantee concerning his future . 
Nehemiah had felt the burden concerning Jerusalem, sought God fervently through 
prayer, and stepped out by faith . This scenario sounds simple enough, but he faced 
numerous problems when the time came for him to act . Nehemiah could have easily 
thrown up his hands and saw it as an impossible task . Yet he could not let go of the 
burden God had placed on his heart . The pull was strong . He faced great uncertainty 
and overwhelming obstacles in order to fulfill his purpose . 
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We must not forget the example that Nehemiah prayed . Every burden must be 
followed by fervent prayer . We see in James 5:16, “The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much .” Prayer opens our heart to receive the will of God and 
it also strengthens us to act upon it . Without exception, prayer should be a continual 
function in our daily lives . Not only does prayer keep us connected to God, it keeps 
our heart open to receive His purpose . The stronger our relationship is with God, the 
stronger our faith in His ability will be when we step outside of our comfort zone . 
Luke 18:27 states, “The things which are impossible with men are possible with 
God .” When our relationship with God is strong, His purpose will burden us to move 
into action . 

 » Can you think of a burden God placed on your heart that moved you to action?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Today, as Christians, we have resources at our fingertips that people of ancient 

times could never have thought possible . Technology allows us to travel to any part of 
the Earth in hours, while those who lived during the time of Nehemiah likely walked 
to distant destinations, especially if they had no animal to ride . With communication 
and massive amounts of information so readily available, how is it that we are 
still so reluctant to move into action when we feel a burden from God? Maybe we 
have become too comfortable in our circumstances to step out by faith . This makes 
Nehemiah such a wonderful example of submitting to the burden God places on our 
heart, even at the cost of losing a comfortable lifestyle . As the cupbearer for the king, 
he likely lived better than most . He ate fine foods left over from any feast the king 
hosted . His work environment was probably indoors in palatial settings instead of 
working out in the fields . Yet when God moved on him, he was willing to walk away 
from his comfortable life to live in the squalor of a destroyed Jerusalem . 

Nehemiah could have easily sent provisions to the people in Jerusalem and stayed 
in his comfortable surroundings . Modern Christians often forgo working in certain 
ministries to stay within a desired comfort zone . Jesus never told us to ignore our 
calling for comfort . In fact, He warned us about the dangers of material possessions in 
Luke 12:34 when He stated, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also .” 
Our heart should always be ready and willing to surrender to the burden God places 
on us, regardless of where it may take us . When we feel a burden from God, we should 
seek Him in prayer, surrender ourselves to His purpose, and act on His plan . 
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Nehemiah 4:9

Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night, 
because of them.

        LESSON TEXT 
Nehemiah 4:1–9, 17–18

1 But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, he was wroth, and 
took great indignation, and mocked the Jews .

2 And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, What do these feeble 
Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will they 
revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned?

3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go 
up, he shall even break down their stone wall .

4 Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn their reproach upon their own head, and 
give them for a prey in the land of captivity:

5 And cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from before thee: for they 
have provoked thee to anger before the builders .

6 So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the 
people had a mind to work .

7 But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the 
Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that 
the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth,

8 And conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it .
9 Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and 

night, because of them .
 .  .  .  .  .

17 They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every 
one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon .

18 For the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and so builded . And he that 
sounded the trumpet was by me .

FOCUS THOUGHT
God will help us finish His work no matter the opposition.

In the Face of Opposition

Lesson 11
November 15, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
In July of 1940, Nazi Germany began a vicious 

air campaign over Great Britain, which is known 
as the Battle of Britain . This constant barrage 
of bombings and air battles continued until 
June 1941 . The German Army had managed to 
conquer almost all of mainland Europe by June 
of 1941, including France . Great Britain was the 
last major government with the potential to stop 
the spread of fascism throughout the world . The 
United States was not considered a factor to the 
Nazis as they had taken a role of neutrality after 
World War I . While British land forces had been 
beaten back to the shores of Dunkirk, France 
amassed the largest troop evacuation in history . 
They were not ready to surrender the fight they 
knew was coming . Hitler decided to weaken the 
British resistance through the use of his air force 
in destroying factories, aircraft, and the morale 
of the British people . His plan was to have an 
air and amphibious invasion of the British Isles . 
However, he did not count on the steel resolve 
of the British people led by Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill . In a speech Churchill gave to 
Parliament on June 18, 1940, he stated:

        OUTLINE
I. NEHEMIAH FACED OPPOSITION

A . Sanballat and Tobiah
B . Nehemiah Set a Watch against Them
C .  We Must Do God’s Work in Spite of 

Opposition

II. THEY BUILT THE WALL
A . Weapon in One Hand
B . Trowel in the Other Hand
C . We Must Both Watch and Work

III. THEY FINISHED THE WALL
A .  Their Enemies Were Discouraged and 

Defeated
B .  God Will Help Us Finish His Work No 

Matter the Opposition 

         CULTURE CONNECTION
ONE OUT OF NINE

Most of us came to church today without worrying about being followed by the 
police . Unless you were speeding or ran a red light, you did not give a second thought 
to looking for red and blue lights . We worship God in our sanctuary with loud music and 
expressive worship . We even tell our community when and where we worship so they 
will come and worship with us . That is not the case for much of the world . 

While we may face ridicule for how we dress or feel out of place since we do not 
know the latest movie lines and song lyrics, we do not feel the searing sting of 
persecution in America . But for over ten percent of the world, persecution is a way of 
life . According to Open Doors, one out of every nine Christians in the world faces high 
levels of persecution (www .opendoorsusa .org/christian-persecution/) . They worship 
in a whisper . Many of them require passwords to enter their services . They watch day 
and night, constantly vigilant for the authorities to storm their services and arrest or 
martyr their members . Yet they continue, and so does the gospel . 

Persecution was the wind that blew the seeds of revival all over the world in the New 
Testament . The same wind continues to blow the same seeds in the twenty-first century 
church . Although our enemy opposes God’s work in the world, he cannot stop it .
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The whole fury and might of the enemy must very soon be turned on us... 
If we can stand up to him, all Europe may be free and the life of the world 
may move forward into broad, sunlit uplands. But if we fail, then the whole 
world, including the United States, including all that we have known and 
cared for, will sink into the abyss of a new Dark Age … Let us therefore brace 
ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves that, if the British Empire and 
its Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still say, “This was 
their finest hour.” 

        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
When faced with uncertainty, fear, and massive opposition, the human instinct is 

to incorporate whatever means necessary for self-preservation . We look for safety 
in the midst of the onslaught of opposition . It is not a natural act to run toward 
danger; most people will run out of a burning building while a fireman will run into 
it . As Christians, we should discipline ourselves in this fashion . Instead of hiding 
from opposition, we should stand in the way of it . The writing of II Corinthians 4:8 
states, “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not 
in despair .” This promise is just one of many we have that God will strengthen and 
protect us in the face of opposition . 

I. NEHEMIAH FACED OPPOSITION
When the time came to start rebuilding the walls around Jerusalem, Nehemiah 

had encouraged the people with his timely words and the material he brought for the 
construction . Yet the opposition to the project started long before his arrival . When 
Nehemiah felt the burden for the people and the situation concerning the walls, he 
was captive in another country . In fact, he was the cupbearer for the king, so he could 
not discreetly slip away to Jerusalem unnoticed . He would have to get permission 
and receive letters of transit for his protection during his journey . Even more, where 
would he get the materials needed to rebuild the walls? Nehemiah could have easily 
given up due to the difficulties he faced . Certainly all of these problems could have 
seemed insurmountable to a lowly captive servant . After Nehemiah prayed and 
trusted God, the king not only gave him permission to go on this mission, but he 
gave him the necessary papers for protection and all the materials Nehemiah would 
need to rebuild the walls . 

We face opposition in our lives every day . No one is exempt . But how we face 
that opposition is a direct result of our relationship with God . This is not to say that 
humans do not fail in the face of opposition . When we fail, God can restore us . When 
we are weak, God can strengthen us . When we are afraid, God can give us courage .

A. Sanballat and Tobiah
The power of ridicule is a powerful weapon to discourage people from pursuing 

a dream or burden . No one likes to be humiliated, nor do humans want to face the 
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onslaught of ridicule and humiliation should their efforts fail . Mockery would be the 
first volley fired in the battle to discourage Nehemiah and the Israelites from continuing 
their work to rebuild the walls . The enemy was literally encamped around them . Yet 
instead of attacking them with the sword, they chose words instead . The enemy knew 
the Israelites were a conquered people, and with that came the low self-esteem and 
mentality of being less . This is the same tool the enemy seeks to use today, trying to 
convince us that we are no good—that we are losers destined to failure . 

Sanballat was the regional governor likely from the city of Moab . Tobiah was the 
regional governor of the Ammonites .  Together with Geshem the Arab, they sought 
first to discourage the efforts of Nehemiah and the Israelites . They despised the 
Israelites and wanted nothing more than to see them fail . When the work proceeded 
after the relentless mocking, the plan to physically destroy them became the next 
option . However, when the people of God are aligned with His purpose and place 
their trust in Him, He will handle their enemies . Deuteronomy 11:25 states, “There 
shall no man be able to stand before you: for the Lord your God shall lay the fear of 
you and the dread of you upon all the land that ye shall tread upon, as he hath said 
unto you .” This was a promise to the people of Israel just before they crossed from 
the wilderness into the Promised Land . 

 » How can ridicule intimidate people from pursuing the purpose God has for them?

B. Nehemiah Set a Watch against Them
A popular expression declares, “the best defense is a good offense .” This statement 

does not necessarily endorse attacking others; however, we must take measures to be 
prepared should a spiritual attack occur . We cannot set up static defensive positions 
in our daily lives; otherwise we would never accomplish anything . We must learn to 
function while maintaining vigilance in the event something unexpected occurs . We 
must be able to identify people or situations that are a threat to our walk with God . If 
we know who and what to avoid, we will have more success in our journey . However, 
we cannot hide nor should we . The most important part of our testimony is the 
demonstration of living for God in all circumstances—an example for others to see . 

Nehemiah was able to identify his enemies and plan a defense . By setting out 
a watch, they could alert the people of any enemy movement toward Jerusalem . 
Keeping watch is a duty we must perform in our daily lives . A sentry must remain 
alert and focused on the task at hand . Keeping watch can become tedious, allowing 
complacency to set in . Seldom will the enemy attack if he can see a vigilant sentry 
keeping watch . Too often we allow the mundane and trivial things in life to distract 
us from our duties, setting ourselves up for attack . Nehemiah understood this fact . 
Therefore, he ensured they had a watch posted to alert others in the event of an attack .
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C. We Must Do God’s Work in Spite of Opposition
Take a look at Joseph for a moment . Joseph was living a reasonably easy life, or so we 

can assume . He was not involved as heavily with the laborious field work his brothers 
endured daily . He was unequivocally the favored child of his father, Jacob . Because 
his father favored him above the others, Jacob made Joseph a coat of many colors . 
One night Joseph had two dreams in which he was lifted above his brothers, and they 
bowed down to him . Sharing the dreams caused anger and resentment toward Joseph 
from the brothers . So intense was this hatred that they plotted to kill him . 

With the intervention of his brother Reuben, Joseph was spared from death . His 
brother Judah suggested they sell him to some traders passing by; thus the relatively 
easy life Joseph was living ended . Being a slave must have been humbling to the 
once elect child . The principle of hard work had not been lost on Joseph; he was 
a diligent worker . This hard work would earn him favor with his master . Yet Joseph 
would end up in prison because of a fabricated story by the wife of his master . While 
he was in prison, he did not lament over missed opportunities or begrudge God 
because of his predicament . Joseph kept his faith and continued to work hard, not to 
earn the favor of men, but to please the God he loved . Eventually, Joseph would be 
released from prison and become the second highest leader in all the land of Egypt . 

We face opposition every day . It comes in many ways, not always abruptly but 
subtly until it overwhelms us . Like Joseph, we must continue to do the work God has 
called us to, even when the opposition we face seems unsurmountable . Colossians 
3:23 states, “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men .”

 » What opposition do you face, and does it hinder you from doing what pleases God?

II. THEY BUILT THE WALL
Nehemiah brought the plans, the material, and the right attitude to rebuild the 

walls around Jerusalem . In our minds, it seems like the people would have quickly 
started working on the wall, but that was not the situation . The people were aware 
of the enemies around them who strongly opposed the rebuilding of the wall . How 
could they work and fight simultaneously? Nehemiah had the challenging task of 
sharing the plan, dispensing the material, and changing the attitude of the people . 

A. Weapon in One Hand
The Boy Scouts of America have a motto, “Be prepared .” There is no further 

elaboration on what that looks like . Yet “be prepared” is the key phrase they use as 
the driving motivation to any challenge a boy scout might face . This does not mean 
they carry a lot of equipment or material around; it simply means to remain vigilant 
and be prepared to face challenges . One should never be caught off guard . 

Nehemiah told the people to keep a weapon in one hand . It stands to reason that 
everyone had two hands; therefore, one could be used to hold a weapon in order to 
be prepared to fight should the enemy attack . This plan would keep the people at 
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a constant state of readiness while rebuilding the wall . Perhaps keeping one hand 
occupied to hold a weapon slowed the rate of work—a small price to pay in order to 
maintain a defensive posture . 

 » What weapon do you carry while you are doing the work of the Lord?

B. Trowel in the Other Hand
Nothing can replace hard work . There are no short cuts to completing a task . Our 

society has become accustomed to getting things quickly . As one writer stated, we 
have become “the microwave popcorn generation .” This means we get can things 
fast . However, it did not take three minutes to design and build the microwave oven . 
In fact, the science used for the microwave oven was developed from technology 
used during World War II . It would take over thirty years of hard work to develop an 
apparatus that was both affordable and reasonably sized to make the microwave into 
a must-have for homes worldwide . Someone once cleverly pointed out, “The only 
place where success comes before work is in the dictionary .” Ask any missionary or 
pastor who has started a work from nothing, and they will testify that hard work is the 
only way to build a church . 

The work of a leader is never done . Nehemiah must have had this thought frequently 
during this time . Multi-tasking is hard enough for one person, but significantly harder 
for multiple people to do simultaneously . Nehemiah challenged the people to hold a 
weapon in one hand while working with the trowel in the other . 

C. We Must Both Watch and Work
They needed to be prepared to fight and at the same time work on the wall . 

Therefore, the work had to continue, even in the face of an impending attack . In 
order to build the wall in a timely manner, everyone had to work . Yet everyone had 
to help keep an eye on the horizon, looking for enemy movement . Double duty is not 
uncommon in the church . Most of us have a secular job we do every day, yet we also 
have our work for the Lord . Many of us are attacked for our beliefs and can become 
discouraged, but the work of the Lord must continue, even in the face of adversity . 
Some people like to watch others work; this is not what God intended . We must 
watch for attacks from our enemy, but we must also watch for the coming of our Lord . 
Matthew 25:13 states, “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh .”

III. THEY FINISHED THE WALL
The satisfaction we get from completing a major undertaking cannot be replicated 

by any other means . Galatians 6:4 states, “But let every man prove his own work, 
and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another .” This does not 
mean we neglect giving thanks to God for the good health and strength to complete 
the task . But even more, we must be grateful for the blessing and satisfaction of 
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completing the job . Even when someone tries to discourage us by berating what we 
have done, they cannot take away the work we have completed . 

Scripture tells us that Nehemiah and the people finished the wall ahead of 
schedule . So quickly was the wall finished, their enemies believed it would fall with 
little effort to tear it down . During the entire project, the enemies of Israel watched 
and conspired to destroy the people of God . The people watched and worked 
according to the instruction given by Nehemiah . We must follow their example and 
go about our daily lives working and watching, following the instructions given to us 
by God’s Word . 

A. Their Enemies Were Discouraged and Defeated
Nehemiah and the people of Israel faced enemies all around them, knowing the 

enemies could attack with overwhelming force at any time . Yet the main weapon 
used by Sanballat and Tobiah was ridicule and intimidation . Much like bullies in 
our society, first they tear down self-esteem with insults and mocking . If they can 
persuade others to join them, it only intensifies the situation . Not only did the 
enemies of Israel have superior numbers, they were able to influence a number of 
the prophets of Israel to join them in trying to sway Nehemiah and the people . He 
did not waver; in fact he prayed for God to intervene on his behalf to carry on with 
the will of God .

The second weapon in the arsenal of a bully is intimidation . Those who bully others 
usually choose to intimidate people they hold a position of power over or when they 
have an obvious physical advantage . The people of Israel had been in captivity for 
a long time; they seemed relegated to live a life in squalor in a destroyed city . Their 
enemies loved watching them suffer and wanted nothing more than to keep them 
down . The threat of force would have worked except Nehemiah ordered the people 
to hold a weapon in one hand and a trowel in the other . This state of readiness 
demonstrated a resolve to continue the work of rebuilding the walls and a willingness 
to fight if necessary .

 » What can we learn from Nehemiah when facing opposition?

B. God Will Help Us Finish His Work No Matter the Opposition

Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways. For thou 
shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well 
with thee. (Psalm 128:1–2)

Our trust and focus must always be on the Lord and His will for our lives . We cannot 
get distracted by the wiles of our enemy to the point we become intimidated or afraid 
of ridicule . Humiliation is a powerful weapon the enemy uses against us . No one 
wants to be embarrassed or singled out in a crowd . Many of us simply want to blend 
in and not stand out, but our enemy will not let that happen . He will use anything or 
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anyone he can influence to attack us where we are vulnerable . 
Nehemiah was aware of these tactics but chose instead to focus on the massive 

undertaking at hand . He left the fighting to God and pressed ahead with massive 
resistance both from outside the city and inside . God has promised to see us through, 
if we place our trust in Him and do not give up . Galatians 6:9 states, “And let us not 
be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not .”

 » What is the greatest opposition facing the church today?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Vigilance must be our watchword . First Peter 5:8 states, “Be sober, be vigilant; 

because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour .” The tactic of our enemy is to first discourage us and our tenacity 
in order to leave us feeling defeated . The key phrase is “feeling defeated .” But we 
know God will win the battle . Deuteronomy 28:7 tells us, “The Lord shall cause thine 
enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out 
against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways .” 

We can take further comfort in Micah 7:8, “Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: 
when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me .” Yet 
when we become complacent or give up all together, we do not enable God to fight 
for us . 

Nehemiah is a great example of persistence in the face of opposition . His 
diligence and faith allowed God to fight the battle while the people built the walls . 
When we put God first, He will always be triumphant and will give us whatever we 
need . Jesus confirmed that promise in Matthew 6:33 when He stated, “But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you .” 
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Nehemiah 5:11

Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and 
their houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye 
exact of them.

        LESSON TEXT 
Nehemiah 5:1–11

1 And there was a great cry of the people and of their wives against their brethren the Jews .
2 For there were that said, We, our sons, and our daughters, are many: therefore we take up 

corn for them, that we may eat, and live .
3 Some also there were that said, We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses, 

that we might buy corn, because of the dearth .
4 There were also that said, We have borrowed money for the king’s tribute, and that upon 

our lands and vineyards .
5 Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our children as their children: and, lo, we 

bring into bondage our sons and our daughters to be servants, and some of our daughters are 
brought unto bondage already: neither is it in our power to redeem them; for other men have 
our lands and vineyards .

6 And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words .
7 Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, and said unto 

them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother . And I set a great assembly against them .
8 And I said unto them, We after our ability have redeemed our brethren the Jews, which 

were sold unto the heathen; and will ye even sell your brethren? or shall they be sold unto us? 
Then held they their peace, and found nothing to answer .

9 Also I said, It is not good that ye do: ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God because of 
the reproach of the heathen our enemies?

10 I likewise, and my brethren, and my servants, might exact of them money and corn: I pray 
you, let us leave off this usury .

11 Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, 
and their houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, 
that ye exact of them .

FOCUS THOUGHT
God wants us to help those who are oppressed.

Freeing the Oppressed

Lesson 12
November 22, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
From childhood we have been taught the 

golden rule of doing unto others as we would 
have them do to us . For those of us who 
have been raised in the church, this concept 
seems like a no-brainer . Naturally, we should 
be honest to others, show them respect, be 
courteous, share the gospel, and help those in 
need . Even from a neighborly standpoint, the 
axiom makes sense . Those calling themselves 
Christians would not deny responsibility to 
help those less fortunate . After all, I John 3:17 
states, “But whoso hath this world’s good, 
and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him?” Yet it is easy 
to get caught up in the busyness of life and 
neglect reaching out to others .

        OUTLINE
I. THE CRY OF THE POOR

A . Faced Financial Hardship
B . Nehemiah Became Angry
C . Injustice Should Anger Us

II.  NEHEMIAH CALLED FOR THE FREEDOM 
OF THE OPPRESSED

A . The Rulers Reversed the Unjust Policies
B .  Nehemiah Showed Mercy to the 

Oppressed
C . We Must Seek to Help the Oppressed

         CULTURE CONNECTION
RIGHT THE WRONGS

There is no short list of things in this life that make us mad: long checkout lines, 
short green lights, we cannot find our keys, we cannot find our phone, car will not 
work, husband will not work, traffic is slow, computer is slow, phone locks up, or we got 
locked out . But those do not begin to touch the real reasons we get angry . Many have 
been lied on or lied to, ignored, abandoned, neglected, abused, or betrayed . Hearing 
that last list makes us realize waiting a few extra seconds at a green light—because 
the driver in front of you is not paying attention—is not a legitimate reason to be angry . 

Injustice has always been a reason for just people to become upset . Our blood 
pressure should rise when we hear real stories about world hunger, homelessness, 
oppression, genocide, and infanticide . Injustice should anger us like it angered 
Nehemiah . When he heard how the rich were oppressing the poor, even selling them 
into slavery, he became visibly angry . He demanded justice . The rulers of the people 
restored what they had stolen from their brothers and sisters . They restored much more 
than their property; they restored their dignity, their humanity .

There is a Christian response to injustice . It is not violence against the oppressors, it is 
love for the oppressed . Love must be our motive to help us right the wrongs in our world .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
Our lesson today is taken from the Book of Nehemiah, which was written most 

likely between 445 and 420 bc . As one of the history books of the Bible, Nehemiah 
continues the story of Israel’s return from the Babylonian captivity and the rebuilding 
of the Temple in Jerusalem .

The book of Nehemiah opens in the Persian city of Susa in the year 444 bc. 
Later that year, Nehemiah traveled to Israel, leading the third of three returns 
by the Jewish people following their seventy years of exile in Babylon. Most 
of the book centers on events in Jerusalem. The narrative concludes around 
the year 430 bc, and scholars believe the book was written [by Nehemiah] 
shortly thereafter.

Nehemiah was a layman, not a priest like Ezra nor a prophet like Malachi. 
He served the Persian king in a secular position before leading a group of 
Jews to Jerusalem in order to rebuild the city walls. “Nehemiah’s expertise 
in the king’s court equipped him adequately for the political and physical 
reconstruction necessary for the remnant to survive.” (https://www.insight.
org) [Swindoll quotes Norman L. Geisler, A Popular Survey of the Old 
Testament (Peabody, Mass.: Prince Press, 2007), 165.]

Even though it was written four hundred years before Christ, the lesson’s setting 
has striking similarities to our modern-day current events .

I. THE CRY OF THE POOR
Nehemiah left the splendor of the Persian palace and led a third migration of Jews 

back to the Holy Land from Babylonian captivity . He went with the authority of the 
king to restore the walls of Jerusalem . He stood aghast as he surveyed the destruction 
of the city . Zerubbabel had led 42,360 Jews back to Jerusalem in 538 bc to rebuild the 
Temple . (See Ezra 1–6 .) Ezra followed about eighty years later with another group . 
(See Ezra 7–10 .) However, the city was in shambles . 

 »  What emotions do you feel when you drive through an area that has been neglected 
and whose structures are falling apart?

A. Faced Financial Hardship
Not only was the city lying in ruins, the people were also suffering . They presented 

their needs to Nehemiah, for he was also the newly appointed governor . They said: 

For there were that said, We, our sons, and our daughters, are many: 
therefore we take up corn for them, that we may eat, and live. Some also 
there were that said, We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses, 
that we might buy corn, because of the dearth. There were also that said, We 
have borrowed money for the king’s tribute, and that upon our lands and 
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vineyards. Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our children as 
their children: and, lo, we bring into bondage our sons and our daughters to 
be servants, and some of our daughters are brought unto bondage already: 
neither is it in our power to redeem them; for other men have our lands and 
vineyards. (Nehemiah 5:2–5)

B. Nehemiah Became Angry
Nehemiah was appalled by how the wealthier Hebrews treated their poor brothers 

and sisters . The rich were forcing the poor to take out loans and mortgage their 
homes to provide food for the families . The interest rates the wealthy were charging 
compounded the debts, forcing some of the children to be sold into slavery . Such 
action was contrary to the law of Moses . Deuteronomy 23:19 states, “You shall not 
charge interest on loans to your brother, interest on money, interest on food, interest 
on anything that is lent for interest” (ESV) .

The condition of the poor and their ill treatment enraged Nehemiah . He wrote:

And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words. Then I consulted 
with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, and said unto them, Ye 
exact usury, every one of his brother. And I set a great assembly against them. 
And I said unto them, We after our ability have redeemed our brethren the 
Jews, which were sold unto the heathen; and will ye even sell your brethren? 
or shall they be sold unto us? Then held they their peace, and found nothing 
to answer. (Nehemiah 5:6–8) 

 »  What are some things happening around the world that stir up some strong emotions 
inside of you? How can you pray about these things? How can you trust God with 
these things?

C. Injustice Should Anger Us
(Note to teacher: Questions posed in this lesson may lead to passionate and 

emotional responses . Please be prepared to reply with biblical principles . Redirect 
answers that could become political or off topic .)

The plight of the poor should move us to have compassion . Many church 
organizations have non-profit groups whose mission is to care for those in need . 
For example, the United Pentecostal Church International has Compassion Services 
International, which provides a means for assisting those suffering from natural 
disasters . The CSI website states:

Compassion Services International exists to offer help and hope to people 
living in desperate situations around the world. CSI receives an overwhelming 
number of requests for help from around the world each year. We want to be 
the hands and feet of Christ while providing for the physical and spiritual 
needs of those who are suffering. CSI does this by offering Disaster Relief, 
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Medical Missions, Humanitarian Aid, and more around the world. These 
endeavors not only help to meet the immediate physical needs of those we 
serve but it also opens the door for the love of Jesus to be displayed and for 
the gospel to be shared. (http://www.compassionservices.org/)

In 2019, CSI was instrumental in providing emergency food and clothing to victims 
of the severe flooding in Malawi and Mozambique . Two hundred thousand people 
were displaced because of the flooding in Malawi . Ten United Pentecostal churches 
were destroyed and needed to be rebuilt . The flooding washed away the homes and 
all worldly goods of at least twenty United Pentecostal Church of Malawi pastors . CSI 
assisted during these hardships .

However, coping with natural disasters is one thing . When the plight of the poor 
is compounded by corruption and greed of those in authority, our sense of injustice 
should provoke us to action . Consider the global scourge of human trafficking:

Human trafficking, believed to be the third-largest criminal activity in the 
world, . . .  includes forced labor, domestic servitude, and commercial sex 
trafficking. . . People are being bought, sold, and smuggled like modern-day 
slaves, often beaten, starved, and forced to work as prostitutes or to take 
jobs as migrant, domestic, restaurant, or factory workers with little or no 
pay. . . [It is] a heinous crime which exploits the most vulnerable in society. 
(https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/civil-rights/human-trafficking)

 » How should Christians respond to human trafficking? 

The response of the church should first and foremost be prayer; praying for the 
victims and praying against the evil influences behind these heinous acts . However, 
we must take action beyond prayer . The church has a responsibility to teach what the 
Bible says about justice . Additionally, there is a need for the church to declare how 
all of humanity has been made in God’s image . This includes showing how God views 
women and children . The church needs to expose the evil influence of pornography . 
There need to be conversations in Christian men’s groups teaching men, especially 
young men, how women ought to be treated . The exploitation of women and the 
violence they often face at the hands of unrighteous men must come to an end . And 
the church has a responsibility to herald the cry of God’s heart, protecting those who 
have been objectified through lust and greed .

 » How can our local church address this issue beyond prayer?
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II. NEHEMIAH CALLED FOR THE FREEDOM OF THE OPPRESSED
As stated above, the vile mistreatment of the poor Hebrews enraged Nehemiah . He 

said:

Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, and 
said unto them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother. And I set a great 
assembly against them. And I said unto them, We after our ability have 
redeemed our brethren the Jews, which were sold unto the heathen; and will 
ye even sell your brethren? or shall they be sold unto us? Then held they their 
peace, and found nothing to answer. (Nehemiah 5:7–8)

Also I said, It is not good that ye do: ought ye not to walk in the fear of our 
God because of the reproach of the heathen our enemies? I likewise, and 
my brethren, and my servants, might exact of them money and corn: I pray 
you, let us leave off this usury. Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, 
their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also the 
hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye 
exact of them. (Nehemiah 5:9–11)

A. The Rulers Reversed the Unjust Policies
Nehemiah’s scolding of the wealthy caused them to reverse the unjust policies . 

They promised to return the lands taken from their poor brethren and not to demand 
anything more from them . After calling the priests, the wealthy landowners, and the 
officials together and having them swear to fulfill the promises, Nehemiah shook out 
his garment . He said, “So God shake out every man from his house, and from his 
labour, that performeth not this promise, even thus be he shaken out, and emptied . 
And all the congregation said, Amen, and praised the Lord . And the people did 
according to this promise” (Nehemiah 5:13) .

B. Nehemiah Showed Mercy to the Oppressed
In taking action to curtail the abuse of the poor, Nehemiah showed mercy to the 

oppressed . He recognized their plight and did what he could to relieve their suffering .

C. We Must Seek to Help the Oppressed
Would to God that a mere scolding could harness the evil in our land and that 

the world would be free from oppression . However, the corruption and greed that 
drives modern slavery and human trafficking, as well as multitudes fleeing poverty 
and oppression in their homelands, lead us to believe that will not happen . Already 
international law prohibits human trafficking, but still many individuals are victimized 
by these atrocities .

 » What can you do to become an advocate for those who are being oppressed? 
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        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Regardless of our political stance concerning these modern issues or situations, 

we must remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 25 . He stated: 

Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world: for I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave 
me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was 
sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the 
righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed 
thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took 
thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, 
and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me. (Matthew 25:34–40)

Likewise, James stated, 

If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of you say 
unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye 
give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 
Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. (James 2:15–17)

The simple truth is that Christians have a moral obligation to do whatever we can 
to stop oppression in the world . Over the years, many have seemed fearful of getting 
involved in the “social gospel” and prided themselves on their evangelistic zeal . 
We must never substitute social programs for preaching the gospel . Salvation is 
the ultimate need of every individual . However, it is easier for people to grasp the 
gospel when they are not shivering because of the cold and nakedness or when their 
stomachs are not growling from hunger .   

Nehemiah set a high standard that we should seek to follow . Addressing social 
and political needs must never replace preaching the full plan of salvation . However, 
becoming involved and doing whatever we can to stop the abuse and corruption will 
complement our preaching .
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           FOCUS VERSE  
II Timothy 1:9

Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according 
to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began .

           LESSON TEXT 
II Timothy 1:8–11

8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be 
thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:

11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles .

Nehemiah 4:6
So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people 

had a mind to work .

FOCUS THOUGHT
God wants us to be part of His purpose and plan.

The Purpose and Plan of God

Lesson 13
November 29, 2020
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
If you have ever had a home built, then you 

understand the value of having a set of blueprints . 
The front page of the blueprints typically shows a 
drawing of the finished house . The inside pages 
have the plans for everything from the foundation 
to the framing, electrical, and plumbing . 

The only way to live in the home that is drawn 
on the front page is to follow each page of the 
plans as they are written . If a step is skipped or 
not done correctly, then the finished product 
will not be what was expected . 

From the very beginning, God has had a 
plan for His relationship with humanity . He has 
shared that plan with us through His Word . That 
plan involves you following the blueprint He has 
sketched out for your life . As you allow Him to 
turn the pages and build your life, you fulfill His 
purpose for which He created you . 

Every individual has a two-fold purpose for 
being given life: 1) To be in a right relationship 
with God and to worship Him, 2) To help bring 
other people into a right relationship with God 
where they worship Him . 

        OUTLINE
I. GOD’S PLAN INCLUDES US

A . He Saved Us and Called Us
B . God’s Plan Began with Us in Mind

II. GOD’S PLAN INVOLVES US
A .  Nehemiah Rallied the People to Unify 

and Be Involved in God’s Plan
B . God Wants Us to Be Involved in His Plan

III. GOD’S PLAN IS BIGGER THAN US
A . His Plan Is for All to Come to Repentance
B . His Plan Is for No One to Be Lost
C . The Great Commission Is God’s Plan

         CULTURE CONNECTION
THE SHOT HEARD ʼROUND THE CORPORATE WORLD

Dan Price fired the shot heard ʼround the corporate world in April 2017 . He is the CEO 
of Gravity Payments, a credit card payment processor based out of Seattle, Washington . 
He called his employees together for a major announcement . They thought this 
announcement would affect the company’s bottom line, not their own . He announced 
to his 120-member staff that he was taking a voluntary pay cut to raise each of their 
salaries to a minimum of $70,000 per year . 

There was stunned silence at first . Someone asked him to repeat himself, so he did . 
The team started clapping, cheering, and giving each other high fives . Dan Price was 
giving to his employees nearly ninety percent of his annual salary . His team realized 
their quality of living was about to improve because their leader was willing to include 
them in the process of growing and bettering the company .

The Earth is the Lord’s and everything therein . God does not need our help . An 
untold number of angels wait at the ready for God to send them here and there . Yet 
our God includes us in His purposes and plans . He invites us to partner with Him in 
making disciples around town and around the world . We are a part of more than just a 
company; we are a part of a kingdom—a kingdom ruled by a God who does not need us 
but wants us to work for Him . 

Thank God for His purpose and thank God we are a part .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD’S PLAN INCLUDES US
God is an intentional God . He has never one time performed anything by random 

chance or haphazardly . When He created the world, He had a divine design in mind . 
Before He ever spoke anything into existence, He knew the world that He was creating 
would be where you and I would reside . 

Consider that everything God created on day three needed everything that was 
created on days one and two in order to exist . Those things created on day four would 
need everything that was put into place on the first three days in order to exist . The 
same with day five . It would need everything from days one through four . 

Then when God created man on day six, He had already created everything man 
would need to survive and thrive . He did not plan a world without us in mind . He did 
not develop a blueprint for existence without humanity being at the center of that 
blueprint . The drawing of His relationship with us is what appeared on the front page 
of God’s blueprint of Creation .

A. He Saved Us and Called Us
After the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, the right relationship with God was 

broken . The only way for humanity to be brought back to a right relationship with 
God was for humanity to be saved . God’s plan of redemption was enacted in order 
to cover the sins of Adam and Eve . The blood of an innocent animal had to be shed 
in order for humanity to be put back into a right standing with God: “And almost 
all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no 
remission” (Hebrews 9:22) . 

Every person has a conscience to understand right from wrong . When the 
conscience is healthy, there is a desire to be right and do right . It is the conscience 
that sparks the feeling of conviction in us when we sin . It lets us know that something 
is wrong and needs to be made right . 

Fortunately, God does not leave us with the feeling of conviction that can lead to 
condemnation . He offers a way to restore our relationship with Him . In His blueprint, 
He offers a plan of salvation .

In II Timothy 1:8–9, Paul declared to Timothy that God has saved us: “Be not 
thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but 
be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; who 
hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the world began .”

 »  What is it like to live daily with a conscience that is in tune with the Holy Spirit? Why 
is it dangerous to have a conscience that has been hardened?
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B. God’s Plan Began with Us in Mind
John 1:1 tells us, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and 

the Word was God .” The Greek word for Word is logos . The primary meaning of this 
word is “a thought or a plan .” So it can be read as, “In the beginning was the [thought 
or plan], and the [thought or plan] was with God, and the [thought or plan] was God .” 

You cannot separate God from His thoughts . That is why John 1:14 goes on to say, 
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth .” From the very 
beginning God had a plan that would involve manifesting Himself in flesh to come as 
a Savior who would offer the ultimate sacrifice for the sins of all people for all time .

Without a need of salvation, there would be no need of a Savior . Without humanity 
falling into sin, there would be no need of salvation . When we understand this, then 
it becomes obvious that God began His plan with us in mind . God extending salvation 
to us not only serves the purpose of bringing us back into right relationship with Him, 
it also calls us to fulfill the second part of our purpose: reaching others with the 
message of salvation . Second Timothy 1:9 states, “Who hath saved us, and called us 
with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose 
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began .” In the plan 
of God, before the world was ever formed, He had us and our need of salvation on 
His mind . 

II. GOD’S PLAN INVOLVES US 
Being included in God’s plan of salvation is the greatest blessing any of us could 

ever experience . Knowing God is no respecter of persons and that all have an 
opportunity to be saved shows us that God definitely is including all of humanity in 
His plan .

But only being included is not all that God has in mind . His plan also involves us . 
It takes us from spectator and recipient to the level of being a participant and giver . 

It has never been God’s intention for us to receive the salvation He offers and then 
simply lay back and take our leisure . He does not expect us to bask in the glory of 
being saved and not become involved in the effort of reaching the lost around us . His 
plan involves us . His blueprint is filled with things that must be done by those who 
have been born again and are now empowered to be witnesses .

 »  Have you ever considered that God desires to use you for the cause of spreading the 
gospel? What are you currently doing to allow yourself to be used by God?

A. Nehemiah Rallied the People to Unify and Be Involved in God’s Plan
Not long after the Jews had returned to Jerusalem, Nehemiah was serving in the 

palace in Shushan . His brother, along with some other men, had recently returned 
from Judah, and Nehemiah was quick to ask them about the condition of the people 
and of the Temple .



94

The report was not what he expected . The Jewish people were suffering many 
afflictions and hardships . They were being ridiculed by the nations around them . 
The Temple was far from being rebuilt and the walls of the city were in ruins . It was 
obvious that something needed to be done .

Upon hearing this, Nehemiah sat down and wept before the Lord . He began to pray 
and fast in order to find direction from God and how he might help . He did not rush 
right out and start doing whatever came to his mind . Rather, he first took the time 
to seek after the mind of God . Whenever we are burdened to become involved in a 
situation, it is imperative that we go to the Lord before taking action . He has a plan 
and wants to involve us . Nehemiah’s example of seeking the Lord before acting is 
one that we can all learn from .

 » Can you recall the last time you felt burdened for lost souls and wept before the Lord?

Within a short span of time, Nehemiah was able to unify the people together 
and start them working toward a common goal . In Nehemiah 2:17–18 we see his 
approach to stirring the people:

Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth 
waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build 
up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. Then I told them 
of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king’s words 
that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they 
strengthened their hands for this good work.

It is amazing how people will respond when they know that the hand of the Lord 
is at work in their midst . They realized God had moved on Nehemiah and had given 
him a burden and a vision for what needed to be done . He had accepted that God 
wanted to involve him in His plan . They too had to realize that God desired to use 
them in the plan also .

B. God Wants Us to Be Involved in His Plan
The spiritual walls of our society are in serious need of repair . The continual 

chipping away at the foundation of Christianity is taking its toll in the world . But God 
has not forsaken the world . He still has a plan for the church to experience Apostolic 
revival until He returns .

But just like every other move of God among people, He desires to use us to fulfill 
His plan . Just as He moved on Nehemiah, He wants to move on us . In the same way 
that Nehemiah responded to a burden, He wants us to respond . 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10) . He saved us 
for the purpose of using us for His glory . When we join with Him in His plan, we are 
fulfilling His two-fold purpose for our lives .
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III. GOD’S PLAN IS BIGGER THAN US
Nehemiah felt the burden but realized there was no earthly way he could rebuild 

the walls of Jerusalem by himself . He did not have the talent, the time, the strength, 
or the resources . But he did have a God who had a plan . Nehemiah was only being 
asked to do what he could do . In God’s plan, others would do what he could not do .

Although we cannot reach the entire lost world, we can do what God has asked us 
to do . He has others who are as much a part of the plan as we are . As we follow the 
leading of the Spirit and unify with the rest of the church, we will discover the “mind 
to work” that Israel discovered . The resources will be supplied . The talent will show 
up . God will make a way where there seems to be no way . After all it is His plan and 
nothing is impossible for Him . 

In his second letter to the church at Corinth, Paul told them, “Not that we are 
sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of 
God” (II Corinthians 3:5) . He wanted them to know that God’s plan was bigger than 
them and that they should not think they could do it on their own . But also, they 
needed to realize that their sufficiency—everything they would need—would come 
from God . 

 » What specific gifting or talent do you have that could be used for the glory of God?

A. His Plan Is for All to Come to Repentance
One of the most quoted verses of Scripture is John 3:16, “For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life .” It is His desire and His plan that everyone be 
saved . Verse 17 goes on to explain this even further, “For God sent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved .”

God has given the promise of eternal life to those who desire it . He will not go back 
on that promise any more than He would go back on any promise He has made . It is a 
conditional promise that is tied to repentance and being born again . “The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to 
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” 
(II Peter 3:9) . His invitation to spend eternity with Him in Heaven begins with an 
invitation to an altar of repentance .

B. His Plan Is for No One to Be Lost
The moment the plan of God began to exist in His mind, He did not plan for anyone to 

be lost . There were no pages in His blueprint that destined anyone to be separated from 
Him for eternity . That plan has never changed . His desire is still for no one to be lost .

But in the same manner that some ignore the blueprints for a house and build 
after their own wants and desires, many people who could have been saved end up 
losing out with God because they attempt to build their life by using their own plans 
instead of His plan . 
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Hebrews 12:2 declares, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is set down at the right hand of the throne of God .” He wants to be the one who writes 
the story of your life . The writer of Hebrews said that He is the author and finisher of 
our faith . An author is the one who takes pen in hand and begins to write . A finisher 
is like an editor . He goes through the story and makes corrections and changes . 

 » How often do you wrestle with God over the pen that is writing your story?

C. The Great Commission Is God’s Plan
At the end of the Book of Matthew, we read of one of the last things that Jesus 

spoke to His disciples before His ascension . In Matthew 28:19–20 He told them, “Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world . 
Amen .”

There is nowhere in Scripture that the plan of God is more concisely and clearly 
communicated as it is in this passage . He was telling them, “Since you have been 
saved according to my plan, now continue with my plan and go into the world and 
make disciples wherever you go .” 

In verse 20, He told them two important things: 1) I have told you what you need to 
know to fulfill my plan, and 2) I am going to be with you overseeing my plan wherever 
you go, even until the end of the world . They could walk away from that encounter full 
of faith and confidence that God had a plan for them and that it would come to pass . 

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Matthew 28:19 has come to be known as the Great Commission . We will do many 

things in life . We will embark on missions with a hope of success in our hearts and 
minds . God has unfolded His plan for us with great hope that we fulfill the Great 
Commission .

It is important for us to properly understand the word commission in this passage 
of Scripture . It can be broken down into two parts: co and mission . A mission would 
be an important assignment, a goal, an objective . The part co lets us know that it is 
not going to be done by any of us alone . For the plan of God to be fulfilled, we must 
join with God and each other . 

Far too many people have made the Great Commission the Great Omission . They 
are neglecting to follow the plan of God for reaching the world . We should all be 
thankful that we are saved . But if we are only content to be saved and not to reach 
the world, then we are not fulfilling His plan and purpose for us . May God burden us 
with a passion for seeing His plan come to pass so that all will come to repentance . 




